


Time for a New Leaf

A
 shift for the better in US-USSR relations has now become a matter of the
highest urgency. Four years of Ronald Reagan’s policy of seeking nuclear
superiority has endangered the international situation in a way and to a

degree without precedent. It has brought the world to the brink of nuclear disaster.
The ominous undertakings of the Reagan administration have heightened the

concerns of the pro-peace forces in the world, and compelled them to respond in a
number of appropriate ways.

The anti-nuclear movement has swelled in size in many parts of the world. In
Western Europe and the US it has become a mass movement. It has expressed
unswerving opposition to the Reaganite policy of nuclear superiority and to the
deployment of new US first-strike weapons against the Soviet Union. /

The USSR has consistently objected to the Reagan administration’s nuclear
policy and has pressed for negotiations and agreements to limit nuclear arms. Frus­
trated in these endeavors, it responded by escalating its own preparedness for retal­
iatory nuclear action.

The USSR has continued to call upon the US for genuine cooperation to re­
duce the nuclear danger. Time and again it has stated that in this regard it would
judge US policy on the basis of “practical deeds’’ and not “peace” rhetoric.

The USSR’s emphasis on “practical deeds” is justified. The Reagan admin­
istration began its deployment in Europe of new first strike weapons aimed at the
Soviet Union while verbally professing its readiness for “reduction talks.”

In mid-October, Soviet leader Konstantin Chernenko once again urged the
US administration to take "practical” steps to reduce the nuclear danger and im­
prove US-Soviet relations. He outlined proposals to that effect in an interview with
a Washington Post correspondent.

Chernenko’s proposals emphasized the need for negotiations and agreements
on the following:

• Prevention of militarization of space, including renunciation of anti-satel­
lite systems and a moratorium on testing and deployment of space weapons;

• A quantitative and qualitative freeze of all nuclear weapons including deliv­
ery vehicles and nuclear warheads;

• Prohibition of nuclear weapon tests, an initial move toward which would be
US ratification of the 1974 and 1976 Soviet-American treaties limiting under­
ground nuclear explosions;

• A pledge not to be the first to use nuclear weapons.
The fulfillment of these proposals is the most realistic way of reducing the

danger of nuclear diaster.
An undertaking to ban the militarization of space would forestall a possibly

irreversible threat of global annihilation. It would prevent the extension of the
arms race to the heavens, where the weapons may even be beyond our effective
control.

A freeze of nuclear weapons, both quantitative and qualitative, would mean
practically halting the arms race. It would also create a situation favorable to the
conclusion of further agreements on disarmament.

Prohibiting nuclear weapons tests would also put brakes on the arms race by
halting efforts to improve and upgrade weapons.

A pledge not to be the first to use nuclear weapons is crucially important. It
would practically prevent the occurrence of nuclear war by design.

The most recent Soviet proposals are consistent with the USSR’s long-stand­
ing position in each of these areas. The Reagan administration, on the other hand,
has consistently and determinedly undermined all efforts to realize these purposes.

A shift for the better in US-Soviet relations is imperative for world peace and
for the survival of life on this planet.

It is time—and long past time—for those responsible for US foreign policy to
turn over a new leaf. T.M.
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Pretoria Developing a
racially Selective weapon

T
he racist regime in South Africa is working on a pro­
ject to produce a viral/bacterial weapon that can kill
only Blacks and other colored peoples. This inhuman

weapon of mass destruction has been described as an “ethnic
weapon.” It threatens to annihilate the masses of people op­
pressed by Pretoria’s system of apartheid.

The London Register and the Ghanaian Weekly Specta­
tor, among others, have recently reported evidence showing
Pretoria’s engagement in experiments for the production of
this weapon. This evidence has been submitted to the UN
Committee on Decolonization which has included it in a spe­
cial working document.

According to South African sources, the military estab­
lishment of the racist regime is conducting tests on special
disease-causing viruses and bacteria lethal to Africans,
Asians and other peoples of color, but practically harmless to
white people. The same sources point out that the apartheid
regime is using political prisoners for the tests and experi­
ments.

The bacteriological laboratory where the ‘‘ethnic
weapon” is being developed is located near the town of
Louis Trichardt in the northern Transvaal region of South Af­
rica.

The test to produce the biological weapon is being con­
ducted with the help of US experts. Incidentally, it was the
US which first sought to implement the idea of such weapons
in its aggressive war against the Vietnamese people.

It is also reported that the apartheid regime is working
on the production of the weapon in close cooperation with the
Israeli government. South Africa and Israel are testing the
developed viruses on Africans in the dungeons of the apart­
heid regime and on Arabs languishing in Israeli prisons.

T.M.

Seniors Tackle the
Arms Race

T
he retired miners, electrical, auto and steelworkers of
America’s industrial heartland reject “Ronald Rea­
gan’s drive toward nuclear war,” according to Joseph

Robinson, President of the Greater Pittsburgh Chapter of the
National Council of Senior Citizens (NCSC). Robinson, a
retired Afro-American steelworker, blasted Reagan’s dema­
goguery on peace at a time when it is “deeds and not words”
that are desperately needed.

The NCSC’s national convention, held in Philadelphia
in July 1984, demonstrated the desire for peace on the part of
its millions of members arid other retirees. The official con­
vention resolutions called for ratification of Salt II, “a bilate­
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ral freeze on the testing, production, and deployment of nu­
clear weapons,” and an end to “first strike” weapons such
as the MX missile, Trident II submarine, and Pershing 11 and
cruise missiles. The resolution also demanded the suspension
of “any testing of anti-satellite weapons,” noting that the
Reagan administration’s “Star Wars” gamble risks unleash­
ing “a devastating nuclear war on earth. ’’

Robinson, whose photograph was featured in the con­
vention centerfold of the August 1984 Senior Citizens News,
presented his chapter’s position on defense spending to the
convention workshop. Pittsburgh's resolution, adopted by
the organization’s inter-racial membership, called for slash­
ing the US military budget to meet the needs of retirees and
people of the US. “We may be retired,” he says, “but we
fought the wars, worked the mines, mills and farms of the
United States and deserve a fair return—improvements in So­
cial Security, the Kennedy-Gephart Medicare bill, and much
else.”

Exchange programs, Robinson notes, exist between the
United States and the Soviet Union for students and even
business people. Chapter President Robinson then called for
similar opportunities for senior citizens of the two countries
to meet, exchange viewpoints, and get to know each other.
“After all,” he went on, “seniors are no different here or
anywhere else. We all want peace, medicare, social security
and other programs for human needs. If the people of the
United States and the Soviet Union understood each other
better, perhaps we could wipe out the threat of war that
threatens us both. ” 

Chlltaprasad
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Economic Summit
Stresses Growth, Peace

T
he member states of the Council for Mutual Economic
Assistance (CMEA) held an Economic Summit Con­
ference, June 12-14, in Moscow.

CMEA was founded in 1949. It now has a membership
of ten socialist states: Bulgaria, Hungary, Cuba, Vietnam,
the German Democratic Republic, Poland, Mongolia, Ruma­
nia, Czechoslovakia, and the Soviet Union.

Ever since the establishment of the Council these states
have made tremendous achievements in socio-economic de­
velopment. In many areas they have even surpassed the in­
dustrialized capitalist states. Between 1950 and 1983 their
industrial production rose by 14 times while “that of the ad­
vanced capitalist states rose by only 3.8 times.” Today they
account for “one third of the world’s industrial and scientific
output” and “a quarter of the world’s national income.”

The Moscow Summit noted the growth of the CMEA
countries’ economies, their progress in science and technol­
ogy, the rise in their cultural standard and in the well-being of
their peoples, the advance towards equality in their levels of
economic development, and the high level of mutual assist­
ance and “joint solution of problems.”

The Conference also focused on the tasks and challenges
ahead. It resolved to expand and raise the links between the
CMEA States. It gave particular attention to the problems
posed by the internal and external conditions which arose in
recent years.

The Conference emphasized ways to intensify the so­
cioeconomic development of the member states. This would
help, among other things, to consolidate the material and
technical base of socialist society and to raise the standard of
living.

The Conference’s decisions stressed “the need to take
urgent steps toward ensuring the normal development of po­
litical and economic relations in the world.” They affirmed
CMEA’s policy of continued support for the developing
states in their effort to boost the growth of their national
economies and strengthen their economic independence.

The participants noted that the escalation of the arms
race obstructs the growth of economic development and en­
dangers the lives of all peoples on earth. It reaffirmed the
conviction of the CMEA states that the halting of the arms
race and the undertaking of gradual disarmament are “major
conditions” for preserving peace and improving the world
economic situation.

The conference emphasized that the deterioration of the
international situation resulted from the militarist and aggres­
sive policies of the capitalist powers led by the USA. It char­
acterized the Reagan administration’s “Star Wars” program
as “basically new” and a “hitherto unseen stage of the arms
race.” 

News
Briefs
US Trade Policy
Annoys European ’’Allies"

Washington’s efforts to tighten restrictions on Western
European trade with the socialist states has annoyed our Eu­
ropean allies, according to The New York Times of August
11. Of particular concern in this respect is the indication that
the US would “consider” increasing the restrictions on the
“transfer of technology” pertaining to computers, telephone
systems, and military equipment.

Among the European states which resent US moves to
impose restrictions on their trade are West Germany, Austria,
and France. They deem these moves an attack upon their sov­
ereignty and damaging to their trade interests.

In Belgium, where the government acceded to the de­
mands of Washington and agreed not to send computer-con­
trolled lathes to the USSR, a “crisis” has developed. The 

government is being denounced by prominent political and
commercial groups for giving in to the demands of the US at
the expense of the Belgian economy.

Pentagon Money Bankrupts States
A study conducted on the expenditures of the Pentagon

reveals that the Reagan administration “has hurt the econ­
omy by increasing the military budget.” The study was pre­
pared by Employment Research Associates, a consulting firm
in Lansing, Michigan.

As reported in The New York Times of August 14, the
study shows the Pentagon, which continues to receive huge
sums of tax dollars, has spent money only in a few states. Of
the 435 Congressional districts in the country as many as 320
have “registered losses” in tax money allocated to the Penta­
gon. This figure is higher than that of 1980 which was 302.

Among the biggest losers were Illinois, Michigan,
Ohio, New York, Pennsylvania, and New Jersey. California
made the largest net gain, which in the fiscal year of 1983
was $9.8 billion. Virginia, which is the home of the Pentagon
itself, made the second biggest gain—$8.6 billion.

According to Prof. James R. Anderson, who conducted
the study, the Reagan administration’s emphasis on new
weapons is responsible for military expenditures in ewer is
tricts.
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Prof. Anderson stated that 40 per cent of the Pentagon
budget is spent on strategic weapons, ships, tanks, and air­
craft. He noted that this policy has bankrupted the country. It
has “diverted resources” from the industries, which are
badly in need of capital. It has increased the federal deficit,
which is rising by $500 million a day. It has also sustained
the high level of interest rates.

Prof. Anderson emphasized that “militarization and fi­
nancial stability are not easily made compatible.”

Declare the south Pacific
A Nuclear-Free zone

Leaders of 14 Southwest Pacific States held a forum in
which they agreed that the region become a nuclear-free
zone. As reported in The New York Times (August 28) the
leaders of these states will set up a “working party of offi­
cials” who would prepare a draft treaty on declaring the re­
gion nuclear-free.

The leaders agreed however that it is the prerogative of
every state in the region whether or not to accept nuclear-
powered ships into its ports.

Christian Democratic Party and the National Conciliation
Party in El Salvador is the latest example of such an interven­
tion.

Such intervention began in the late 1940s when the
CIA’s Office of Policy Co-ordination funded some labor and
political organizations in Western Europe, which were meant
“to serve as alternatives to Soviet- or Communist-inspired
groups.”

In Italy, the CIA subsidized the Christian Democratic
Party after World War II. In Greece it financed various politi­
cal figures and until 1967 supported King Constantine to
weaken the Liberal Center Union Party. In Chile too, the CIA
supported “liberal” politicians or candidates. In the elections
of 1964 it provided $3 million to the Christian Democrat can­
didate, Eduardo Frei Montava, who then defeated the pro­
gressive candidate, Salvator Allende Gossens. In the 1970
elections Allende won though the CIA went to great expense
to discredit him.

In South Vietnam the CIA heavily interfered in the elec­
tions. In the 1971 elections it spent millions of dollars in sup­
port of Nguyen Van Thieu.

In 1976 CIA electoral and other interventions were the
subject of enquiry by a Senate Select Committee chaired by
the late Frank Church.

Reagan Administration
Seeks to Obstruct UN Functions

The US administration has made several attempts to
eliminate the activities of some international organizations
which are not to its liking: for example, pro-disarmament,
anti-colonial, or anti-apartheid forums and statements by
UNESCO. Between 1977-80, it abstained from the work of
the International Labor Organization (ILO). And now the
Reagan administration has stated it will withdraw from UN­
ESCO.

The US has frequently threatened to reduce its financial
contributions to international organizations. In September
1983 the US Senate sought an amendment whereby the US
contribution to the UN was to be reduced by 21 per cent be­
ginning the 1st of October of that year and by a further 10 per
cent annually thereafter for three years.

Far from incurring financial losses, the US actually
profits from housing the UN headquarters. In 1983 the New
York City Commission revealed that the city’s receipts from
the UN and diplomatic missions totalled $700 million a year.
The US contribution to the UN in 1983 was only $171 mil­
lion.

Propaganda statements about “exorbitant” US expenses
for UN activities accompany Washington’s threat to cut con­
tributions. Such statements are totally baseless.

CIA intervention
in Elections Abroad

The CIA has a long history of intervention in the electo­
ral process of other countries, according to The New York
Times of May 13. Its contribution of over $1.4 million to the

USSR introduces
universal Health Exams

The USSR is completing preparations for general pro­
phylactic medical examination of the population.

Different specialists will examine each citizen at least
once a year. Different tests will be made including those in­
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volving the use of modem instruments which can help to re­
veal diseases at their earliest stages.

On the basis of the prophylactic examination the popula­
tion will be grouped into (1) “patients” who have already
shown symptoms of disease and need specialized treatment;
(2) those who are predisposed to certain diseases and thus
need observations and health-building therapeutic treatment;
(3) and the healthy people, who will get constant advice on
diet, physical exercise, etc. to sustain their health.

Today Soviet health service has enough material and
technical basis and sufficient personnel to implement such a
project, which is unprecedented anywhere. In the USSR,
which has a population of 275 million, there are over 40 doc­
tors and over 130 hospital beds for every 10,000 people.
There are about 60,000 medical and prophylactic establish­
ments, located in various parts of the country. These estab­
lishments have about 6 million medical workers.

Jewish Ensemble
Triumphs in Moscow

An ensemble from Birobidzhan, the administrative cen­
ter of the Jewish Autonomous Region in the Soviet Far East,
has been a success in Moscow.

The Freilechs, as the ensemble is called, was established
three years ago. It has been working to produce modem inter­
pretations of the wealth of folk songs in Yiddish.

Most recently, the cruise missile program of the 1970s has
spurred the Soviet military to a similar effort. Although we
are still ahead in cruise missile technology, the Russians are
rapidly closing the gap in both land-based and sea-launched
cruise missiles.

One does not have to embrace unilateral disarmament to
comprehend the futility of this kind of competition. It does
not lead to greater security. . . .

We have arrived at a moment in history where a miscal­
culation in the arms race could have profound consequences.
The question is: Are we willing to be students of history or
are we simply going to relive our past mistakes?

John B. Anderson
former Republican representative from Illinois
The New York Times, August 28, 1984

Living with Differences
We must understand that we may well live, and quite

possibly will live, with. . .differences for a long time. This
may be unpleasant but not lethal. But if we try to break down
the process of detente, of disarmament and of building nor­
mal relations among nations on these grounds, this may turn
out to be both unpleasant and lethal.

. . .Of course, we do not like much of what the USA is
doing in the world and of what is being done in the USA
itself. And many Americans don’t like much of what we do. 

Reagan Moves
To Cut Rescue Funds

It was reported in early September that the US Office of
Management and Budget intends to cut by at least 50 per cent
funds for international programs for rescuing ships and
planes in distress.

Instead, the Reagan administration increases funds to
escalate the nuclear danger. It favors hiking the military bud­
get for dangerous projects, including the development of
killer satellites, lasers and other space weapons.

Opinions
of Note
Futile competition

. . .Our monopoly on the atom bomb was short-lived.
The decision to proceed with a hydrogen bomb soon led the
other side to develop its own thermonuclear counterpart.
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But if everything in the world were done to everyone’s liking
and if a complete idyll reigned supreme in all things, then
probably there would be no need today to speak about disar­
mament or about building some new international rela­
tions.

Georgi Arbatov
Director, Institute for the Study of

the USA and Canada
Moscow News, No. 35, 1984

Soviets Talk about Peace
Everywhere I went in the Soviet Union, people talked

about their desire for peace. I found the Russians to have fear
of the West. Twice within this century, the Russian people
have suffered the terrible consequences of war. You can
hardly be in any meeting without being reminded that they
lost 20 million people in World War II. Hardly a family es­
caped. One Orthodox archbishop asked me to convey his per­
sonal concerns about the arms race to President Reagan.

The Rev. Billy Graham
US Evangelist
U.S. News & World Report, October 8,1984

Half a Policy
In her speech to the Republican National Convention,

Ambassador Jeane Kirkpatrick outlined half a foreign pol­
icy—the peace through strength half. . . .

She ignores nuclear arms control, dialogue and negotia­
tions with the Soviets, allied views of East-West relations
and the necessity of coexistence. She seems unaware that the
East, too, will pursue a policy of peace through strength and
that the result will be an increasingly dangerous arms race.

David Linebaugh
Former Deputy Assistant Director,
US Arms Control and Disarmament Agency;
Member of the Committee

for National Security
The New YorkTimes, September 7, 1984

Reagan Off the Record
. . .1 just signed legislation which

outlaws Russia forever. . .

Not even his worst enemy would seriously claim that
President Reagan would think, on reflection, that bombing
the Russians is a joking matter. But what gives pause is that
he would make such an idiotic statement without reflection.
That is the key to the alarm felt in every comer of the globe as
a result of Mr. Reagan’s offhand (and theoretically off-the-
record) comment.

If this kind of remark could spring from him on the spur
of the moment, what kind of reaction could be expected of
him in a real crisis where decisions affecting the survival of
the world might have to be made in a matter of minutes?

What confidence can the American public have in a man of
such shallow, rash and superficial judgment, especially one
who has given increasing evidence in recent months of a
growing inability to cope with the realities of domestic and
foreign policy?

John B. Oakes
Former Senior Editor of The New York Times
The New YorkTimes, August 18, 1984

Chauvinism Is not Patriotism
. . .to have power in a nuclear world, in a world where

modem communications networks lead to ever-rising expec­
tations everywhere demands more than a flag-waving use of
troops and economic might; more than a self-preoccupied de­
sire for even greater power and riches, even at the expense of
everyone else. It demands sensitivity to the perspectives of
all nations. To use power humbly and compassionately, to
see ourselves as others see us, and to see others as they would
like to be seen, is not only noble and just—it is smart.

Narrow-minded, self-seeking patriotism or chauvinism
will undermine a nation, leading it into actions that alienate
and embitter others—and in the end, isolating it and threaten­
ing its own prosperity and security. Policies that accomplish
these ends hardly can be called patriotic.

James L. Huffman
Associate Professor of History
Wittenberg College
The New York Times, August 31,1984
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Ethiopia:
a Decade of Struggles
and Revolutionary Changes

By Tesfatsion Medhanie

Parti

M
any observers agree that in the last decade Ethiopia
has experienced “the most profound social revolu­
tion’’ in contemporary Africa. The country has

been going through successive phases of fundamental change
which culminated in the inauguration of the Workers’ Party
of Ethiopia (WPE) in September.

The Ethiopian revolution has been the object of vicious
propaganda orchestrated by neocolonial powers in the West,
rightwing states in the Hom of Africa and the Middle East,
and disgruntled Ethiopian groups in exile.

The enemies of the revolution have pinned various labels
on the new regime in Addis Ababa depicting it as anything
but progressive and popular: “fascist,” “neo-imperialist,”
“Bonapartist,” or even “garrison socialist.” Some also al­
lege that a “revolution” has been “betrayed” in Ethiopia,
thereby suggesting that the new regime played a pre-emptive
or even a counter-revolutionary role.

The working people of Ethiopia appreciate the progres­
sive character of the change which has taken place in their
ancient land; at the same time, they are also aware of the
problems attending this change. Reflecting this attitude, an
Ethiopian academician described what occurred in his coun­
try as a “genuine people’s revolution with genuine problems
and genuine objectives.” (Negussay Ayele, ‘The Ethiopian
Revolution - Seven Years Young’, in Journal of African
Marxists, Issue 3, Jan. 1983).

The accuracy of this description is borne out by the situ­
ation in Ethiopia today. Ten years after overthrowing Haile-
sellassie and the Solomonic Dynasty, Ethiopia inaugurated
the formation of a party of working people, which is a land­
mark in the country’s genuine march towards socialism. In­
deed, the revolution has achieved highly significant eco­
nomic and social gains.

Nonetheless, ten years after launching the national dem­
ocratic revolution, Ethiopia is grappling with some serious
problems, not only economic, but also political and in a sense
ideological. These problems are the legacies of Hailesellas- 

sie. Some were perhaps exacerbated by the process through
which the revolution developed.
Hailesellassie’s Ethiopia

Ethiopia is situated at the crossroads of Asia and Africa,
in the region now commonly known as the Hom of Africa. It
is close to the oil-rich areas of the Arabian Peninsula and the
Persian Gulf.

Next to the Sudan, Ethiopia is the largest state in the
Hom of Africa. With over 30 million people, it is the most
populous.

Ethiopia is a mosaic of nationalities speaking more than
fifty different languages. Sizable among the nationalities are
the Oromo, Amhara, Tigreans, Somali, Afar, Wollamo and
Gurage.

The Tigreans and the Amharas had formed the core of
historic Ethiopia (Abyssinia). The other nationalities, partic­
ularly those in the southwestern, southern and eastern periph­
eries, were conquered by Amhara feudalists under Emperor
Menelik at the turn of the century.

The conquered nationalities were victimized by a system
of tenancy which reduced their situation to virtual serfdom.
They were subjected to the political domination of the Am­
hara aristocrats and precluded from pursuing social, cultural
and other aspects of their national development.

On the eve of the anti-monarchic revolution in
1974,Hailesellassie’s Ethiopia was among the world’s least
developed countries. Its annual per capita income was a mea­
ger 80 US dollars. Its infrastructure was poorly developed,
displaying a few thousand miles of all-weather roads and a
few hundred miles of railway. Its literacy rate was estimated
to be 7 per cent. Public health facilities were very scanty, ill
equipped and inaccessible to most people. There was one
doctor for 750,000 people; half the doctors were concentrated
in the capital, Addis Ababa.

The class composition of Hailesellassie’s Ethiopia was
typical of a feudo-bourgeois society. At the apex of the struc­
ture were the big landowners: the royal family, the nobility,
the top echelons of the bureaucracy including the military,
and the Ethiopian Orthodox church which was the state reli­
gion. Closely related to these were the comprador bour­
geoisie acting as agents of foreign capital, and the incipient
national bourgeoisie engaged in industrial, commercial and 
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agricultural enterprises within the framework of the Ethio­
pian economy itself.

Several groups constituted the middle stratum or the
petty bourgeoisie. These included small traders, small pro­
ducers, teachers, other intellectuals occupying middle level
positions in the state and private bureaucracies, and army of­
ficers of lower and middle ranks.

At the bottom of the pyramid were the peasants and
workers. These were the most exploited and impoverished of
social groups. The peasantry comprised about 90 per cent of
the population. The small working class was not fully devel­
oped and was closely tied to the countryside.

Hailesellassie’s regime ruled with an iron hand. It sup­
pressed democratic rights and freedoms. It forbade political
opposition groups and political parties in general. It jailed
progressive opponents and shot demonstrators to death.

From the late 1940s Ethiopia was a US client state. It
joined the “Crusade against Communism” and even sent a
battalion to fight on the US side in the Korean War. It be­
came the seat of US military bases, intelligence organizations
and centers of disinformation.

The US installed the Kagnew military base at Asmara,
and the naval base at Massawa. These were used for military
and intelligence purposes, including eavesdropping on the 

national liberation movements in the region.
Hailesellassie’s Ethiopia was the largest recipient of US

military “aid” in Africa. It played a considerable role in sup­
port of Washington’s strategy on the continent. It served in
the effort to blunt the anti-imperialist character of Africa’s
national liberation struggles. In 1960 it contributed substan­
tial military personnel to the UN force” in the Congo, which,
contrary to the Security Council resolution, was used by the
US and its collaborators to overthrow the legitimate govern­
ment of Patrice Lumumba.

Ethiopia’s role in Africa was facilitated by several fac­
tors. The main ones were that Hailesellassie was a venerated
figure who wielded considerable influence on the continent,
and that the Ethiopian capital, Addis Ababa, was the head­
quarters of the Organization of African Unity (OAU) and of
the Economic Commission for Africa (ECA).

Hailesellassie’s regime was also supportive of US policy
in the Middle East. It worked closely with the government of
Israel and with that of the Shah of Iran.

Ethiopia was a haven for US and other western corpora­
tions which exploited its natural resources and human labor.
The laws sustained an “investment climate” most conducive
to the plunderous interests of those corporations.

Hailesellassie’s rule was not always unchallenged. In

Women from Addis Ababa in a literacy class.
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1960 a group of army officers attempted a coup d’dtat when
the emperor was on an official visit in Brazil. Their
movement was quashed by elements of the armed forces
loyal to Hailesellassie.

Throughout the 1960s and in the early 1970s opposition
to the emperor and the monarchy in general slowly gained
momentum. Some of the growing opposition groups were
radical and even professed “socialism”.

The main exponents of radical or socialist political ideas
were students inside the country and abroad, and after 1970,
the Eritrean Liberation Front (ELF) in the north.

Since the early 1960s, the students had been the most
vocal exponents of progressive demands in Ethiopia. They
agitated for an end to feudal exploitation and of the oppres­
sion of nationalities. They demanded democratic rights for all
people and the liberation of Ethiopia from imperialist control.

The students had been increasingly using Marxist phra­
seology and Maoist slogans in their protests; but on the
whole, even by 1974 they were far from being well-grounded
in the theory of scientific socialism, despite the presence of a
few elements, particularly among the students in Europe,
who were well exposed to Marxism-Leninism.

In the northern region of Eritrea an armed movement for
independence had been going on since 1961. In this
movement the Eritrean Liberation Front (ELF) had developed
into an anti-imperialist organization. In 1971 it held its first
national congress and issued a program which defined US
imperialism and Hailesellassie’s occupation forces as the tar­
gets of the Eritrean revolution.

These developments in the ELF further inspired Ethio­
pian students and other groups to denounce the government
of Hailesellassie. But their ideological impact in Ethiopia
was negligible.

The Anti-Monarchic Revolution
Early 1974 witnessed waves of popular uprisings in va­

rious parts of the country. Basically these were symptoms of
popular discontent with the injustice of Ethiopia’s socio-eco­
nomic system which, by the early 1970s, plagued not only
the peasantry but also most of the urban social groups as
well.

These uprisings were precipitated by several factors, of
which the most important were: famine, which killed about
200,000 people in Wollo province alone; escalation in the
price of gasoline and other commodities; deterioration in the
living conditions of the army and others in the middle and
lower strata; overwhelming unemployment in the cities; and
the threat by the government to introduce some educational
“reforms,” including payment of tuition for university edu­
cation.

The February strike by taxi drivers in Addis Ababa
“triggered off an avalanche of political change” in the coun­
try. The army divisions in various parts of the country muti­
nied, posing demands which at first were essentially eco­
nomic. In due course the various army divisions coordinated
their demands which became increasingly political in con­
tent.

Massive protests and demands by various sectors of the
urban population followed the army mutinies. Teachers, stu­
dents, workers, and Moslems demanding an end to discrimi­
nation demonstrated in the cities, sending shockwaves
through the tottering regime.

The civilian groups voicing their respective economic

Women learning the alphabet in contemporary Ethiopia.

concerns and supporting the general political demands, in­
cluding the students and other intelligentsia, were inex­
perienced. They certainly were not ready to lead a revolution.
They had not even worked out the necessary alliances and
organization to overthrow the status quo and seize state
power.

The military too, particularly those in lower and middle
ranks, were politically inexperienced. But they could be eas­
ily organized and possessed the physical might to topple the
ancien regime and seize control.

As the civilian uprisings against the rdgime heightened,
the lower sections of the army became not only more political
in their demands but also increasingly organized on the na­
tional level. As the leadership of the highest form of this or­
ganization there emerged the Coordinating Committee of the
Armed Forces, the Police and Territorial Army (Derg)
which, with its motto Ethiopia Tikdem (Ethiopia first), galva­
nized the movement against the aristocracy. The stage was
set for rapid events in this hitherto stagnant society.

As the climax of the events Hailesellassie was deposed
on September 12, 1974 and the Provisional Military Admin­
istrative Council (PMAC) took over as the ruling body in
Ethiopia.

Ethiopia Takes the Socialist Road
At the time of the revolution, there was no sign of the

existence of a Marxist or Marxist-oriented group in the Ethio­
pian military. There is no evidence that such a group existed
even within the Derg.

There was, however, a radical group in the Derg, some
of whose members are said to have been anti-capitalist.
Prominent among these was Mengistu Hailemariam, the pre­
sent chairman of the PMAC and Secretary General of the
Workers Party of Ethiopia.

Soon after seizing state power the radical wing of the
Derg gravitated toward socialistic notions of change. The
first phase in this development was the declaration of Ethio­
pian socialism or Hebretessebawinet.

Hebretessebawinet was not based on the theory of scien­
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tific socialism. It was a socialistic postulate — a blend of
egalitarian and moral principles conceived primarily in the
cause of patriotism and democracy. It enunciated five basic
concepts: equality, self-reliance, dignity of labor, primacy of
social interest and territorial integrity.

This is not to underrate the significance of Hebretesseba-
winet in the ideological growth of the new regime. Though
essentially utopian and idealist, there is no doubt that it rep­
resented the burgeoning of socialist ideas in the PMAC.

In April 1976 the PMAC issued the program of National
Democratic Revolution. The program declared, among other
things, the adoption of scientific socialism as the guiding ide­
ology of revolutionary Ethiopia.

Several domestic and international factors helped to
speed up the process by which scientific socialism came to be
embraced by the PMAC:

• Some Ethiopian Marxist intellectuals, particularly those
affiliated with the All-Ethiopia Socialist Movement (MEI-
SON), which was then in league with the PMAC, played a
significant role. They in effect became the main political ad­
visors to the military leaders. In fact, some among them were
the actual drafters of the NDR program. (MEISON, which
was led by the French-educated Haile Fida, originated as an
organization of students in Western Europe.)

• To some extent the socialist community had its influ­
ence in speeding up this ideological growth. The PMAC had
already been engaged in a moderate rapprochement with the
socialist world.

• The ultra-left detractors of the PMAC contributed to this
development in their own way. They purported to challenge
the Marxist credentials of the military administration. They
perhaps encouraged the PMAC to examine its notions of so­
cialism, and to discard Hebretessebawinet in favor of scien­
tific socialism.

The NDR program heralded the development of Ethiopia
according to a socialist orientation. It stated the central task
of the revolution thus:

To completely abolish feudalism, imperialism and
bureaucratic capitalism in Ethiopia and with the united
front of all anti-feudal and anti-imperialist forces to
build a new Ethiopia and lay a strong foundation for the
transition to socialism.

According to the program, the political objective of the revo­
lution was the establishment of a People’s Democratic Re­
public, to be led by the alliance of workers and peasants orga­
nized in a working class party.

Among other provisions, it proclaimed the right of na­
tionalities to self-determination, which it defined in effect as
the right to autonomy. It affirmed the right of the nationalities
to pursue their economic and cultural development, and to
promote the use of their languages.

Events of 1977: Termination of Neocolonial Ties
In 1977 Ethiopia terminated subservient relations with

the US. The PMAC ordered the closure of all US bases, in­
stallations and institutions in the country.

These steps were taken following the assumption of
PMAC’s chairmanship by Lt. Col. Mengistu Hailemariam.

While the PMAC was proceeding to terminate neocolo­
nial ties with the US, it cultivated friendly and cooperative
relations with the socialist community. In May 1977 a dele­
gation led by Mengistu Hailemariam visited the USSR and
held talks with Soviet leaders. On this occasion a “Declara­

tion on the Foundations of Friendly Relations and Cooper­
ation Between the USSR and Ethiopia’’ was signed. In addi­
tion, a protocol stipulating Soviet-Ethiopian economic and
technical cooperation and a communique expressing the sup­
port of the Soviet people and government for the Ethiopian
revolution were also signed.

Soon after, Ethiopia bagan to receive concrete assistance
from the socialist community. The most important and timely
of the assistance was the supply of military hardware, which
Ethiopia’s erstwhile supplier, the US, had refused to pro­
vide.

Imperialism Targets Ethiopia
The US and its allies were startled by what they saw as a

clear indication of Ethiopia proceeding to become truly anti­
imperialist, allied with the socialist community and the
movements of national liberation. Following the ascendance
of Mengistu Hailemariam to the chairmanship of the PMAC
in Fefcuary 1977, the US administration of Jimmy Carter be­
gan accusing the Ethiopian regime of “human rights” viola­
tions and terminated military aid and supplies.

Ethiopia Steps up
Relief Campaign

he Ethiopian government has stepped up efforts to alleviate
the famine problem now threatening almost 7 million
lives. This was stated in a UNICEF press release issued on

the 12th of October.
According to the press release the Ethiopian government has

established a “special committee” to deal with the situation. It has
put an “increased amount of its own resources” towards the emer­
gency requirements. It has bought and distributed a total of about
160,000 tons of grain covering the transportation cost to the Ethio­
pian ports as well as to the relief centers inside the country. It has
put 50 military trucks—and plans to put more—at the service of
the Ethiopian Relief and Rehabilitation Commission (RRC) for
transport of the food aid.

The government has appealed to the United Nations and other
international organizations, and to governments and non-govern­
mental agencies for urgent aid supply. In this connection, Ethio­
pia's Chief Commissioner for Relief and Rehabilitation, Dawit
Woldegiorgis, arrived in the US towards the end of October.

In recent weeks the Western media have given increased pub­
licity to the famine situation in Ethiopia. There has also been a
larger pledge of contributions from private organizations and gov­
ernments including the US.

It is to be recalled that the Reagan administration deliberately
obstructed pledges and the supply of sufficient aid to Ethiopia be­
cause the latter has chosen the socialist path or is “allied with the
Soviet Union”. (The New YorkTimes, Oct.26, 1984). The admin­
istration had made various charges the main of which were that the
Ethiopian government was “not especially interested” in dealing
with the problem and that it diverted the food aid to military cam­
paigns.

Truly concerned observers have actually lauded the relief ef­
forts of the Ethiopian government. As reported in The New York
Tinies of October 26, “private relief workers say Ethiopia actually
has one of the best famine response programs in Africa.”

The Carter administration targeted Ethiopia for subver­
sion on the pretext of “challenging the Soviet Union.” It
took several interrelated steps aimed at weakening the PMAC
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Tens of thousands of Ethiopians welcomed Cuban leader Fidel Castro when he arrived in Addis Ababa on September 12, 1978. With
him is Lt. Col. Mengistu Hailemarian, PM AC chairman.
and derailing the Ethiopian revolution. It provided support to
counter-revolutionary movements like the so-called Ethio­
pian Democratic Union (EDU). Through its surrogates in the
region it acted to strengthen the incipient "nationalist”
movements in various parts of the country. It maximized ef­
forts to gain full control of the Eritrean movement and utilize
it to undermine the "Soviet presence" in Ethiopia. It also
made concerted efforts to woo the Somali government (osten­
sibly socialist-oriented)away from the socialist community
and line it up with the rightwing states in the region.

In the middle of 1977 the Somali regime of Siad Barre
invaded and occupied a big chunk of Ethiopian territory.
With the assistance of the socialist community Ethiopia fi­
nally repulsed the invasion in early 1978.

Of particular note in this regard was the assistance ren­
dered by socialist Cuba, which sent military personnel to
fight on the side of the Ethiopian revolution in the Ogaden
War. A few gallant Cubans gave their lives in that historic
episode of internationalist solidarity.

In spite of Somalia’s humiliation Washington’s attempts
to pressure Ethiopia continued. These intensified following
the announcement of the so-called Carter Doctrine, and again
after Ronald Reagan came to the White House in 1981.

The Carter Doctrine and Reagan’s Policy
The Carter Doctrine, announced following the victory of

the Iranian Revolution and the frustration of counter-revolu­
tionary plots in Afghanistan, aimed to increase the measures
for combating the growing socialist influence and anti-impe­
rialism (dubbed “Soviet threat”) in the general area.

Applied to the Hom of Africa, the doctrine meant desta­

bilizing the situation in Ethiopia and undermining its govern­
ment. For this purpose it called for support to the anti-Soviet
“nationalist" movements in the country, increase of the mili­
tary assistance to right-wing states in the region, and instal­
ling new military bases and upgrading old ones in the area.

Reagan’s policy toward Ethiopia was a modest intensifi­
cation of the Carter Doctrine. It was firmly anchored in the
concept of linkage and sought to destabilize Ethiopia as a
means for combating the “evil empire” — the Soviet Union.

The Reagan administration maximized support to the
anti-Soviet "nationalist” movements in Ethiopia. It practi­
cally encircled Ethiopia with a myriad of military bases. Such
bases are installed in Berbera (Somalia), Mombasa (Kenya),
in the Sudan, Egypt, and in the Persian Gulf ministate of
Oman. They are all part of the mobile intervention 'force
whose main center in the region is the US base on the Indian
Ocean island of Diego Garcia.

The policy of the US and its allies aimed at draining the
resources and energy of Ethiopia in wars. It sought to compel
the government to concentrate solely on military operations,
and thereby frustrate the prospect of socialist-oriented devel­
opment.

Despite imperialism’s efforts, revolutionary Ethiopia
has scored remarkable achievements in social and economic
reforms as well. O

Part II of this article, to appear in the November-December
issue, will highlight the achievements of the first decade of the
Ethiopian revolution, and the role played by Ethiopia’s relations
with the socialist community, especially with the USSR. It will also
touch on some of Ethiopia’s problems, including the problem of na­
tionalities.
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She BBsengagement

By Bernard Magubane

T
rying to understand recent developments in Southern
Africa is not an easy task. All too often the daily,
weekly, monthly and even yearly events tend to

obscure overall trends. Moreover, the facts on which to base
our conclusions are slim, since diplomatic discussions are
carried on in private.

In surveying recent events in the region we have to sort
out all the elements, and identify those which are fundamen­
tal.

The struggles of the people of Southern Africa in general
and Namibia and South Africa in particular have been long
and difficult; and the ANC (African National Congress of
South Africa) and SWAPO (Southwest African People’s Or­
ganization) have never expected victory to come quickly and
easily.

To carry the struggle to victory requires a clear under­
standing of the short and long range objectives of the racist
regime in Pretoria and its imperialist allies. To achieve this it
is necessary to place current events in Southern Africa in •
their regional and international context.

A New Situation After the
Collapse of Portuguese Dictatorship

Almost ten years ago the Portuguese dictatorship col­
lapsed leading to the victory of the patriotic forces in Mozam­
bique and Angola. The latter event in turn facilitated Zim­
babwe’s independence in 1980.

These developments had a deep impact on the subse­
quent history of the region. They changed the correlation of
forces in favor of the ANC and SWAPO. They enabled nine
countries of Southern Africa—Angola, Botswana, Lesotho,
Mozambique, Malawi, Swaziland, Tanzania, Zambia and
Zimbabwe—to establish the Southern Africa Development
Coordination Conference (SADCC). The aim of SADCC is
to disengage the economies of these states from the stran­
glehold South Africa exercises.

BERNARD MAGUBANE is Professor of Anthropology at the
University of Connecticut, Storrs, Connecticut.

Since 1976 the situation in South Africa and Namibia
has taken a dramatic turn in favor of the liberation
movement. The 1976 Soweto uprising shook the minority re­
gime in South Africa to its very foundations. The campaign
of sabotage waged by the ANC is beginning to take a toll on
the South African economy.

South Africa cannot protect its strategic installations, let
alone find the insurgents who carry out the acts of sabotage.
It has resorted to raiding the neighboring countries in search
of the ANC and has organized gangs of bandits who have
wreaked havoc on the economies of Lesotho, Mozambique,
Angola and Zimbabwe.

Liberal opinion abroad has become increasingly hostile
to the white minority regime, which, it is now clear to every­
one, cannot win the war against the ANC in South Africa and
SWAPO in Namibia. Investors and conservative opinion,
though always well-disposed towards South Africa, are also
becoming alarmed at the danger of a prolonged conflict
bringing a further spread of “communist influence” in the
region. South Africa and the US, and the capitalist West gen­
erally, never accepted the regimes which assumed power in
Angola, Mozambique and Zimbabwe. Nor do they look fa­
vorably at SADCC.

In order to negate these states and the SADCC, the Pre­
toria regime adopted a three-pronged strategy. First, South
Africa, with the strategic support of the US, opposes the
struggle for Namibia’s independence under a government led
by SWAPO. Second, Pretoria seeks to deny ANC and
SWAPO rear bases that became available when Mozambique
and Angola attained independence. And third, Pretoria aims
to suffocate the embryonic nine-nation grouping, SADCC.

When the Reagan administration came into office in
1981 a fourth dimension was added. This was that with the
help of UNITA bandits, South Africa hoped to replace
MPLA in Luanda with UNITA, or at the minimum, to create
conditions for inclusion of the latter in a coalition govern­
ment.

In December 1983 South Africa launched a campaign
code-named “Operation Askari.” The campaign was in­
tended to consolidate UNITA’s hold in southern Angola, a
swathe of territory that the South African Defense Forces
(SADF) have occupied and pillaged since 1981. The SADF
were frustrated in major battles before they could capture the 
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strategic towns of Cahama and Carelai.
The cost of the undeclared war against the Frontline

States has weighed heavily on South Africa and further weak­
ened its internal situation, already shaken by the militancy of
the Black trade union movement which emerged after the
massive strikes of 1973, and by the Soweto uprising.

The country has experienced the growing power of inter­
nal resistance embracing all sectors of the community, and
expressed organizationally in the United Democratic Front.
In addition, the ANC, which has been conducting more ef­
fective guerrilla attacks, enjoys open support from all sectors
of society.

In response, the regime has begun to restructure apart­
heid. It is seeking to reverse apartheid’s obnoxious features
in order to strengthen the fundamentals of racial capitalism
and ensure the continued exploitation of Blacks.

According to estimates by the British Institute of Strate­
gic Studies, South Africa with its population of 29 million
has an army of around 83,000, not counting the 100,000
commandos occupying Namibia. In the event of mobilization
it could muster up to 400,000 men under arms. Considering
that only whites are accepted into the army and that the white
population numbers just 4.5 million, it is easy to see the ex­

tent of the militarization of the racist society.
The military draft includes men up to the age of 55, who

constitute the so-called “grandpas’ army.’’ The recruitment*
of women into the so-called army of the “Amazons’ ’ has also
increased.

The personnel requirements of the SADF have placed a
severe strain on skilled manpower, causing further crisis in
the economy. The 173,000 soldiers in uniform at any one
time are of course removed from the production lines. So are
the estimated 27,000 white youths drafted for a two year pe­
riod.

The aims buildup by the South African regime is having
a negative effect on the process of accumulation. To date, the j
arms industry employs more than 29,000 people. The State
Armaments Corporation (ARMSCOR) unites 15 major enter­
prises and 800 auxiliary plants. Its assets exceed 1.2 billion
rands (R 0.85 — US $1.00).

In the meantime the civilian economy is going through
its third year of negative growth. Unemployment among
Blacks, the most generalized indicator of misery and poverty,
is estimated to be approaching three million. The situation in
the bantustans has reached crisis proportions. Indeed, South
Africa is in the grip of prolonged and pervasive crisis which 

Wounded Namibian fighters doing gymnastics exercises in Berlin-Buch, GDR, where they were given medical treatment.
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cannot be resolved by peaceful overtures to Angola and Mo­
zambique.

South Africa’s economic woes have caused alarms in
certain government and commercial circles. In its Economic
Spotlight, the Volks banking group issued a report stating
that the per capita living standard in South Africa has de­
clined by 13 per cent over the past three years, with the past
two years being the worst period of recession since World
Warll.

The generalized instability in South Africa is eroding the
faith of important sectors of foreign investors. The latter in­
creasingly doubt the ability of the racist police and military to
restore and maintain “peace” so essential for capital accu­
mulation. The prestigious Business Environment Risk Infor­
mation (BERI) recently advised businessmen to avoid long­
term commitments in South Africa. The official French
Trade Guide has warned French bankers not to invest in
South Africa beyond five years, when it believes there will be
“violence and disorder.”

To make matters worse, not all whites respond posi­
tively to the call of arms despite the accelerating militariza­
tion. At least 5,000 recruits fail to show up each year. It is
also known that 40,000 whites have left the country in recent
years refusing to fight and die in the military ventures of the
racist regime.

Botha and the military have realized there is no way they
can defend the apartheid system on their own. Hence, they
are making preparations to draft the “coloreds” and Asians
into the army. In return Botha is offering these two ethnic
groups fictitious constitutional concessions.

The Non-Aggression Pact and
the Disengagement Agreement

There is no basis for the jubilance of the Western press
over the Non-Aggression Pact and the “Disengagement”
Agreement South Africa signed with Mozambique and An­
gola respectively. There is no substance to any claim that the
pact and the agreement constitute victories for Reagan’s pol­
icy of “constructive engagement.” The fact is that today in
South Africa there is a stalemate produced by the armed re­
sistance of SWAPO and ANC.

Before analyzing the pros and cons of the Non-Aggres­
sion Pact and the Disengagement Agreement, and the role of
the US, we need to ask this question: If in fact, South Afri­
ca’s destabilization campaign were succeeding, why would it
want to stop short of victory—i.e., short of installing UNITA
in Luanda and the so-called Mozambique National Resis­
tance (MNR) in Maputo?

In trying to understand the recent moves in the region,
one should not lose sight of the fact that pragmatic en­
gagement of this type has been tried before, first by Vorster
in 1974, and then by Botha in 1979. One should also bear in
mind that a stalemate in a guerrilla struggle is tantamount to
victory for the liberation movement and worsens the demora­
lization of conventional forces.

The Mutual Security Treaty between South Africa and
Mozambique is very specific. South Africa conceded—fi­
nally—that it organized and equipped the MNR to destabilize
Mozambique, and it agreed to withdraw further support. In
the meantime Mozambique told South Africa that the ANC
came into existence long before FRELIMO was bom and that
the struggle in South Africa is spawned by South Africa s
internal contradictions. And as always, it insisted that there

Young Namibian freedom fighers, wounded by South African
racists, receiving treatment in Berlin-Buch, GDR.

were no ANC bases in its territory except for a political office
in Maputo.

So who is the victor in the signing of the Non-Aggres­
sion Mutual Security Treaty? History will tell. On their part,
the ANC and SWAPO have promised to intensify the armed
struggle inside their respective countries; and from recent re­
ports it seems they are carrying out their promises.
What Precipitated the Pact and the Agreement?

The timing of South Africa’s call for disengagement of
forces in Southern Angola may provide a clue to the recent
diplomatic drives. This call came after a series of hard-fought
battles, in which, most military commentators note, the
SADF were shocked by the determination of the Angolan
forces and their effective use of recently-acquired heavy
weaponry. The SADF were forced to withdraw with their ob­
jectives—including the capture of three towns in Southern
Angola—unfulfilled.

The SADF withdrawal, encumbered by casualties and
heavy rains, was a messy end to an operation which marked
the limits of its military capacity. The lines of communica­
tion were found to be too long and open to sabotage by
MPLA and SWAPO forces; the expense was enormous and
the number of casualties was not popular among the support­
ers of the regime.

The South African press in general and the Afrikaans
press in particular have begun to take notice of the number of
casualties and are increasingly expressing war weariness.
IDaily Mail <February 21,1984) reported that an
SADF officer was shot dead by one of his own men deep in
the bush of the Ovambo war zone. A reminder of the “frag­
ging incidents against officers in Vietnam!
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In 1983 respected Afrikaaner intellectuals began to call
publicly for a return to a “total strategy” (i.e., not a purely
military strategy). The Rand Afrikaans University’s Institute
of Strategic Studies recently published a paper suggesting
that South Africa should accept Mozambique’s need to back
the ANC politically, and accept the ANC office in Maputo.

The combination of diplomatic pressures on Pretoria to
stop regional destabilization and the success of President
Samora Machel’s mission when he visited Western Europe
late last year made it imperative that South Africa at least
give the appearance of diluting its belligerence with diplo­
macy. These European states were angered by the raid South
Africa carried out on the ANC office in Maputo during Ma-

Coupled with this military debacle were the international
diplomatic repercussions. The Soviet Union had warned that
South Africa’s direct and indirect military activities were un­
acceptable. Coming at a time when the relations between the
US and the USSR are at their nadir, this did not make things
easy for South Africa and its allies.

It is true that Maputo, unlike Luanda, is within easy
reach of SADF, and Mozambique does not yet have much
modem weaponry. But if South Africa continues to escalate
its support of MNR, Mozambique could acquire these weap­
ons; more seriously, it could even call on the strategic sup­
port of the socialist countries.

With the US presidential elections coming in November
the escalation of the conflict in Mozambique and the possibil­
ity of Cuban help for Mozambique could have serious impli­
cations. It should not be forgotten that the Western Contact
Group collapsed when France announced its withdrawal, and
the blame was laid at the US door.

The US policy that had impeded the solution to the Nam­
ibian question began to haunt the Reagan administration.

Fears about the future were also haunting the racist re­
gime in Pretoria. South African Foreign Minister Pik Botha 

told parliament recently that South Africa was enjoying a
sound working relationship with the US under the Reagan
administration. But, he said, it was difficult to know “if
there will be another president as Reagan” or “if we arc
walking on the edge of sanctions and boycotts.”

With the Reagan policy in Southern Africa in shambles,
with the limits of South Africa’s military power to shape the
events in Angola exposed, and with the security situation in
Namibia and South Africa much worse than it looks from the
outside, the stage was set for major diplomatic moves aimed
at extricating the Botha regime and salvaging US policy in
the area. >
chel's European tour. They expressed their anger to Pik
Botha last December when he visited Lisbon and London.
They have been forced to reassess their policy toward the
racist regime.

On December 20, 1983, the UN Security Council passed
a resolution which called for the immediate and unconditio­
nal withdrawal of SADF from Angola. It was approved 14-0
and was supported by all the Western powers except the
United States which abstained. The resolution came in spite
of South Africa’s offer to begin a withdrawal from Angola.

Unlike resolutions of the General Assembly, those of the
Security Council are binding in international law. The de­
mand for South African wirthdrawal. thus, is as binding as
Resolution 435 on a Namibian settlement. Significantly, the
resolution made no mention of a withdrawal of Cubans from
Angola.

All these developments in the diplomatic and military
spheres impelled Peter Botha to decide on a strategy of nego­
tiations. However, there are many questions about this new
strategy. Will Botha, for instance, take the essential step and
permit the holding of free and fair elections in Namibia?
These elections, everybody admits, will produce—as The
New York Times put it—“another Marxist regime on South
Africa’s frontier.”

Placed in its proper perspective, the March 12 accord is
not a victory for Pretoria. It is a holding operation, which will
give Mozambique much needed breathing space to deal with
its social and economic problems.

The negative impact on the ability of ANC and SWAPO
to conduct their war of national liberation will be minimal.
As the South Africans retreated from their bases in southern
Angola, SWAPO activities deep inside Namibia were re­
ported, and just before the signing of the security treaty the
ANC blew up storage tanks near Ermello forcing evacuation
of the city.

Finally, since the Nationalist Party came to power in
1948, South Africa has weathered crisis after crisis. But in
doing so it has only assured that each succeeding crisis must
be deeper and more threatening both to racial capitalism’s
own survival and to the white settler state. In weathering the
previous crises it refused to make the necessary adjustments
and concessions, and thus brought more and more people
onto the side of the liberation movement, making them in­
creasingly aware of the need not only to get the settler rule off
their backs, but also to overthrow the entire capitalist system.

Thus, however one looks at it, settler rule is doomed. In
South Africa there is a mounting popular opposition to white
minority rule. A thousand developments—strikes, demon­
strations, ANC military actions—and new organizational
forms are putting enormous strains on the resources of the
settler state. 
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By Yuri Katsnelson

“For three years now a young student of the Institute of
Foreign Languages, Masha Tyukova, has been lend­
ing me a hand (gratis) with the household chores. I
wondered how she knew that here I was, an old and
lonely woman, in need of help. Who had sent this kind
young girl to me? It turned out that our neighborhood
has a commission looking to the interests of pensioners
[retired persons] (again on a free and voluntary basis)
in which a remarkable woman, Anna Danilenko, plays
a most important part. A pensioner herself, she found
the strength and energy to organize student groups with
the help of the district Soviet of People’s Deputies to
aid the old and sick in our neighborhood. I wish to
thank her for her thoughtfulness. . . ”

T
he above is an excerpt from a letter printed in the
Komsomolskaya Pravda, the leading youth paper in
the USSR. That was how I made the acquaintance of

Anna Danilenko, one of the many public-spirited pensioners.
People like Danilenko do not feel that society has no

need for them once they have retired. On the contrary,
according to her, “the realization of our usefulness fills our
life with meaning and prolongs it in certain measure, at least
that is how I feel.”

One of the distinguishing features of the Soviet system
of social maintenance is comparatively early eligibility for
retirement: 55 years for women and 60 for men. Besides, in a
number of industries considered harmful to the health (min­
ing, chemical, metallurgic, textile and some others) it is even
lower by five to ten years. Working mothers with large fami­
lies are eligible for retirement five years earlier as well as all
those who have worked for a long time in unfavorable cli­
matic conditions.

Naturally, many people still retain physical fitness and a
desire to continue working at such an age. Besides, the law
does not say that once a person attains the pension age he is
automatically obliged “to go on a well-deserved rest as we

YURI KATSNELSON is an analyst with the Novosti Press Agency. 

say in the Soviet Union. Today, about one-third of the pen­
sioners, of whom there are more than 50 million throughout
the country, continue to work and receive their pension plus
their wages in most cases.

The wages are a considerable addition to the family bud­
get since pensions, as a rule, amount to half or two-thirds of
their previous earnings (the working people do not invest
anything for their future pension). Furthermore, most of the
pensioners continue working because they do not want to
change their life style, leave the people they have been work­
ing with for a long time in a factory shop, a laboratory or
some office.

The management and public institutions see to it that the
job does not tax the physical strength of the retirees. They
provide retirees with easier working conditions (a shorter
working day, work at . home, and the like).
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In its tum, Soviet society stands to gain from encourag­
ing the older workers. The latter, who have worked for many
years and know “all the secrets of the trade”, share their
experience with the younger generation.

Many working retirees are members of pensioners’
councils at industrial enterprises and help to organize various
forms of vocational training. They also act as mentors by tak­
ing personal charge of one or several young workers to whom
they pass on their professional know-how.

What about those who cannot go on working after retire­
ment due to poor health? They too have opportunities for an
active life. Pensioners’ commissions and councils (operating
on a voluntary basis) under the district Soviets of People’s
Deputies are engaged in important work.

Pensioners who are members of World War II veterans
commissions ensure that war veterans enjoy the privileges
provided them by the state. Commissions dealing with the
affairs of young families advise young couples and help them
to iron out any problems.

A large group of pensioners form the active nucleus of
the social maintenance departments at the Executive Com­
mittees of the district Soviets. These departments are in
charge of senior citizens living in their districts. They help
them through the formalities of getting a pension. They
search for older and solitary folk who need additional
material assistance.

Svetlana Shashkina, deputy chief of the social mainte­
nance department of the Lenin district Executive Committee
of Moscow, says that she cannot imagine the department 

working without the regular and most helpful participation of
activists who are old in years but young in spirit:

“The council at our department has been func- i
tioning for about 20 years. It has seven commissions: '
care of solitary pensioners, issuance of material aid in
addition to pensions, distribution of free accommoda­
tions to health resorts (they are provided by the state
social insurance bodies) and so on. The pensioners in !
these commissions know the needs of the seniors living
in their neighborhoods and have the opportunity of sat­
isfying these needs.”

And Anna Danilenko says:
“In all the years I have been working in the com­

mission that cares for solitary pensioners, I have never ;
come across any indifference to their life and needs.

“The district authorities are always attentive to re­
quests regarding delivery of foodstuffs to the homes of ;
solitary pensioners unable to move about freely on ac­
count of poor health or placing a retiree in an invalid
home or home for the aged on his request where his
board and keep are paid for by the state. As for organiz- '
ing student groups to help the aged, we immediately
found support in the rector’s office and in the social
organization of the Institute of Foreign Languages to
which the members of our commission applied.”

When I asked Anna Danilenko, who is pushing 80,
whether all the social work is not too hard on her, she an­
swered that like her companions on the various commissions
she simply cannot imagine life without social activity. EJ

Seniors at the Yablochkina State Veterans' Home, in Moscow.
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Th® soviet Peace
Movement:
How the work Gets Done

By Marilyn Bechtel

Part II

This is the second of three articles based on a visit to the
Soviet Union in June by Marilyn Bechtel together with two
other US journalists, to study the Soviet peace movement.
The group visited Moscow, Ashkabad (the capital of Turkme­
nia), Tbilisi (the capital of Georgia), and Kiev, Poltava, Do­
netsk and nearby cities in the Ukraine.

NWR gratefully acknowledges the assistance of the
USSR-USA Society, the Soviet Peace Committee and Novosti
Press Agency.

The first article, which featured talks with individual
peace activists in the Ukraine, appeared in the July-August
issue. The third, highlighting the work of other organizations
in the peace movement, will appear in the November-Decem­
ber issue.

D
uring the period in 1982 and 1983 prior to the start of
deployment of the new US medium-range nuclear
missiles, enormous peace marches and demonstra­

tions made headline news in the United States and Western
Europe. What was largely not known here, because of a vir­
tual media blackout, was that there were many corresponding
actions in the Soviet Union. Among the highlights:

• Peace March ’82, held in July 1982, organized by a
number of women’s anti-war groups in Norway, Sweden,
Denmark and Finland together with the Soviet Peace Com­
mittee and Women’s Committee. Some 700,000 Soviets
joined an international contingent of marchers from the four
countries, on a route from Stockholm to Moscow and then to
Minsk.

• Between May 1 and October 1, 1983, 160 million Sovi­
ets took part in some 140,000 mass anti-war activities. In
May alone over 50 million people participated in more than
30,000 anti-war events throughout the country.

• On September 1, 1983, “World Peace Day” and the
“Day of Trade Unions Actions for Peace,’’local peace com­
mittees and trade unions held more than 34,000 peace dem­
onstrations in which over 20 million people participated.

Knowing from our experiences in the US that organizing
such events requires a great deal of planning and detailed
work, we wondered how mass actions come about in the
USSR. “Of course, they’re not a hundred per cent sponta­
neous,” responded Anatoly A. Belyayev, editor-in-chief of
the Peace Committee’s magazine, XXth Century and Peace.
“They reflect what people think and how they react to what
they hear from our political leaders. Mass actions have their
roots in these feelings. A group — often the Peace Commit­
tee — puts forward a proposal and people respond. For ex­
ample, in Moscow last October, 800,000 came out to protest
the Reagan administration’s starting to deploy Pershing and
cruise missiles. Nobody forced them to participate. They
wanted to send a message to the US and Western Europe.”

Slogans for that Moscow demonstration included such
statements as “No to the arms race. Yes to the freeze; No to
nuclear weapons West or East; People of other nations—let’s
not allow Europe to become a nuclear graveyard.”

How the Peace Committee Functions
To leant more about the Peace Committee and how it

functions, we talked with its first vice chairman, the historian
and political analyst Oleg Kharkhardin. The Committee, he
told us, is a non-governmental body, one of a number of pop­
ular organizations completely independent of the Soviet gov­
ernment. Founded in 1949, it coordinates the work of the
various organizations and individuals who participate in
peace activities in the USSR. It has its own broadly represen­
tative policy-making structure, and its work is funded by the
contributions of millions of Soviet people channeled through
the Soviet Peace Fund.

The peace movement’s highest body, Kharkhardin said,
is the national conference of peace supporters, which meets
every five years and elects the 450-member Soviet Peace
Committee. The 120 republican and regional peace commit­
tees are elected in a similar fashion. Every effort is made to
elect committees which are representative of nationalities,
occupations, geographical areas, men and women, members
and non-members of the Communist Party, religious groups,
and other segments of the population, so that activities can be
conducted on the broadest possible scale. At least once a
year, and sometimes two or three times, leaders of local
peace committees meet in Moscow.

Day-to-day activities are conducted by an elected presid­
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ium and its executive committee consisting of the chairman
(currently Yury Zhukov, political analyst for the newspaper
Pravda and a deputy to the USSR Supreme Soviet), as well
as the vice chairpersons and the secretary-general.

As is generally true of Soviet public organizations, the
staff is not large, and most of the actual work is done by
volunteers. The headquarters staff in Moscow numbers about
60, of whom 15 to 20 have program responsibilities.

“We decide what to do, what groups to work with or not
work with, what slogans we want to use,” Kharkhardin em­
phasized. “We are really independent, unlike some non-gov-
emmental organizations in Western countries which must de­
pend on funds from the government or from foundations.”

Among the ways the Committee keeps in touch with
people’s thinking are the letters it receives, the resolutions
passed at various peace meetings, and people’s expressions
of opinions in newspapers and other media. About 150 to 170
letters are received daily at the headquarters, and sometimes
the total reaches 300. Ordinary citizens come up with many
proposals, according to Kharkhardin. Some are naive, he
said, but many contain very valuable suggestions. These let­
ters and other expressions by individuals and groups provide
a constant check on how Peace Committee plans and govern­
ment and Communist Party policies reflect the Soviet peo­
ple’s thinking, he observed. “If necessary,” he said, “the
people would correct our views.”

The Peace Committee and the Nuclear Freeze
We were especially interested in the process through

which the Soviet government’s agreement with the nuclear
freeze was secured. As Kharkhardin and Peace Committee
staff member Mikhail Ilyin described it, it sounded like a
good example of what we would call “lobbying.” US peace
movement participants told members of the Peace Committee
at an early stage about the freeze proposal emerging in the
United States. The initial reaction of Committee members
was quite mixed, and there was a lot of discussion. When the
Peace Committee decided the idea was a good one, various
members began to discuss it with different organizations and
government bodies.

Yury Zhukov, for example, brought the matter up with
the Supreme Soviet’s Foreign Affairs Commission, of which
he is a member. The general reaction was quite positive, but
there were many questions, which Zhukov asked the Peace
Committee’s disarmament commission to clarify.

The Peace Committee also talked with the disarmament
experts from the Foreign Ministry (some of whom, like Vic­
tor Israelyan, head of the USSR delegation to the UN disar­
mament conference in Geneva, are also Peace Committee
members). The Foreign Ministry reportedly raised many
more questions. Among them was a very fundamental one:
why should the Soviet Union get involved with advocating a
limited measure like the freeze when the government had al­
ready presented a number of much more concrete and far-
reaching proposals? The Peace Committee persisted, how­
ever, because the Soviet people’s letters.in response to media
discussions on the freeze indicated they found the concept
very appealing.

Paying the Bills: The Peace Fund
One of the biggest problems faced by organizers of

peace activities in this country is who will pay the bills. In the
Soviet Union that problem is solved through the activities of 
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the Peace Fund. Established in 1961 in response to the up­
surge in spontaneous contributions for peace sent by Soviet
people to the Peace Committee as well as to other organiza­
tions and various publications, the Fund has received dona­
tions from about 90 million people since its founding. It not
only funds peace activities in the USSR, it also provides sup­
port for international peace conferences and activities held in
the USSR, such as the 1973 and 1977 world congresses in
Moscow. Additionally, it helps support international confer­
ences elsewhere, such as the World Assembly for Peace and
Life in Prague, Czechoslovakia in 1983. The Fund also coop­
erates with other Soviet organizations to send food, medicine
and other aid to developing countries and liberation
movements.

Like the Peace Committee, the Fund’s national lead­
ership structure is as broadly representative as possible of dif­
ferent elements in the USSR’s population. According to its
Executive Secretary, Thomas Grigoriev, there is a branch of
the Fund at every factory, farm or other workplace, and each
district and region has its own Peace Fund organization with
two or three people in charge. More than half these local
leaders are war veterans. About five million people through­
out the country work on a voluntary basis to help manage the
Fund.

“It is a basic principle of the Fund that all contributions
are voluntary,” Grigoriev emphasized. These may come
from individuals or from groups of workers or farmers. One
of the most popular ways to contribute is the “peace shift.”
Wages from such a shift, earned on a working day or by vol­
unteer work on a day off, are sent by a work team as a collec­
tive contribution.

Other contributions originate from special performances
by theatrical companies, musical groups or individual per­
formers, or from special sales of their works by artists and
sculptors. Poetry readings by popular poets and writers be­
fore audiences of thousands at Moscow’s biggest sports
arena, with all income donated to the Fund, have become a
tradition. Among Soviet cultural figures well known in the
West who have made substantial donations are composer
Dmitry Shostakovich, authors Konstantin Simonov and Al­
exander Chakovsky, and poet Robert Rozhdestvensky.

Children also participate. They may collect scrap paper
and metal for recycling, or harvest medicinal herbs and sell
them to a pharmacy. Youngsters at Pioneer Camp hold fairs
and sell toys and craft items they have made. Young people
put on concerts. “Sometimes youngsters send money they
have saved from their allowances,” Grigoriev said. “But we
don’t value such contributions as highly as those they have
earned through some activity.”

During our travels we heard accounts of a number of
specific ways contributions were made. (Several, from the
Ukraine, were discussed in the first article in this series, July-
August 1984).

In Ashkabad, we met Kadir Kadirov, a young construc­
tion worker and active Peace Committee member whose team
of young workers of different nationalities includes a sym­
bolic member, a man who was killed in Minsk during World
War II. The team members perform their symbolic col­
league’s work quota in addition to their own, donating his
wages to the Fund. As part of his work with the Peace Com­
mittee, Kadirov also speaks to students at a number of
schools each year.

Abadan Seitkulaeva, editor of Women of Soviet Turkme-
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Sltudents at Middle School Number 656 in Moscow signing the Appeal for Peace and Disarmament.

n'.ia, told us the magazine annually publishes a special issue
foot peace, and donates the revenue it brings in to the Fund.

“One day,” she said, “a woman came to our office — a
woman who had worked hard all her life and who had to
o vercome many difficulties during the early years of Soviet
p«ower. She had received many awards for her work as a
slihepherdess. Though she was well past retirement age, she
ssaid she kept on working so she could give her pension to the
P'eace Fund. When I visited her home town, Kushka (on the
biorder with Afghanistan), recently, I met her again. She was
w/ell, still working, and happy she could keep on sending her
ptension to the Fund. She is only one of many people like that
hcere.”

The head of the trade union organization at Tbilisi’s
Computer Plant, Avtandil Tsanava, said that the plant holds
itis own subbotnik (day of voluntary work on a Saturday) ev-
erry year to raise money for the fund, in addition to the city-
w/ide subbotnik with the same objective. Tsanava said the
pliant Peace Committee works out its plans “around the ta­
blie,” as decisions are often made in Georgia, and then talks
w/ith the management, “which always agrees.”

During a tour of Manavi State Farm outside Tbilisi, we
noot only learned more about how money is raised, but gained
some insight into what “around the table” means. After a
loook at the lush grape arbors and a chat with the vineyard
workers, we were taken high on a hillside overlooking the 

farm, where there was a guesthouse which had once belonged
to a local nobleman. As we surveyed the magnificent view,
we noticed a group of workers standing near the house. They
told us their team had raised 1,200 rubles the year before, by
putting on a concert. They had decided to do this “around the
table,’.’ they said.

Questions such as how they arranged for facilities, found
the performers and publicized the concert were on the tips of
our tongues when the farm chairman interrupted to invite us
into the guest house for dinner. Before us, in the banquet
room, was spread a veritable feast —shashlik, chicken, fish,
vegetable dishes of all sorts both hot and cold, great loaves of
braided bread, trays heaped with fruit, pitchers brimming
with home-made wine.

And then we found out how the work team had arranged
its concert. The very men with whom we had been talking
turned out to be an outstanding amateur vocal ensemble in the
Georgian tradition of unaccompanied male singing groups.
As they serenaded us throughout the meal, we understood
why they were so well thought of as to be able to raise 1 ,’200
rubles.

Assistance to People of Other Countries
The Peace Fund also cooperates with other organizations

to provide help to civilians in other countries who are the
victims of wars. Together with the Afro-Asian Solidarity 

>e;ptember-October 1984 21



Committee, the Peace Committee and the Women’s Commit­
tee, the Fund sent food, household goods and clothing to the
people of Kampuchea (Cambodia), whose country was to­
tally devastated during the years of the Pol Pot dictatorship.
These same organizations have also provided very substantial
aid to the people of Vietnam, including construction of a
mother-and-child center in Hanoi. In recent years a cam­
paign , * * For the children of Vietnam, ” to help the parts of the
country damaged by the Chinese invasion of 1979, was con­
ducted by the Fund together with the Union of Soviet Socie­
ties for Friendship and Cultural Relations with Foreign Coun­
tries.

The Fund has also sent food and medicine to the South
West Africa People’s Organization (SWAPO), the African
National Congress of South Africa, and other national liber­
ation movements. Its annual contribution of 100,000 rubles
to the Organization of African Unity aids civilians in the
newly independent areas of Africa as well as victims of apart­
heid.

The Fund, together with the Afro-Asian Solidarity Com­
mittee, has sent aid to the people of Southern Lebanon and to
Palestinian refugees. It pays for children of Palestinian refu­
gees to vacation at Camp Artek in the Crimea. Working with
the Soviet Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, the Fund
helps families of political prisoners in Chile and El Salvador,
and families of the victims of reactionary regimes in various

The artist Izzat Klychev, chairman of the Turkmenian
Peace Committee, had visited Afghanistan in April 1984 in
connection with the celebration of the sixth anniversary of the
April Revolution. He said of his visit to people in remote
rural areas: “I saw their daily life, and how they did their
work by hand and with crude tools. We were at this stage
sixty years ago, and now we have overcome the economic
and social problems with which they are still struggling.”

The Turkmen Academy of Science helps prepare materi­
als for Afghan schools, Klychev told us. Many delegations of
Afghan professionals, farmers, workers, intellectuals and
Moslem religious leaders have visited Turkmenia.

Some of the funds collected in Turkmenia are earmarked
to go to the Afghan Red Crescent Society (the Islamic equiv­
alent of the Red Cross). The republic recently sent a substan­
tial shipment of medical supplies to treat Afghan youngsters.
“A lot of Afghan children whose parents have been killed by
the rebels come to Turkmenia for their vacations because the
climate is the same,” Klychev said. “We also send a lot of
literature to our fellow Turkmen across the border, since we
speak the same language.” Publications from the 1920s,
when Turkmen writers and poets called on the people to fight
back against the turmoil caused by the British-supported
counterrevolutionaries, are of special interest in Afghanistan
today, he observed.

The magazine Women in Soviet Turkmenia is also very
countries. It also sends aid to people suffering the effects of
natural disasters — for example, financing the construction
of new housing and equipping kindergartens after an earth­
quake in Peru.

According to Peace Fund chairman and chess champion
Anatoly Karpov, many donations to the Fund have been ear­
marked in the recent period to help the people of Nicaragua,
Angola, Chile, Lebanon, and the Palestinian people.

Among the countries receiving substantial help in recent
years has been Afghanistan. Soviet experts, supplies and fi­
nancial contributions, including those through the Peace
Fund, provide food and clothing to help offset the economic
disruption caused by the activities of the US-and Western-
supported rebels. Major programs assist the development of
agriculture, industry, transport and power, as well as health
and education.

popular across the border. Its editor, Abadan Seitkulaeva,
noted that many families have members on both sides of the
border, and visits back and forth, sometimes lasting several
weeks, are common.

Turkmen professionals and skilled workers also spend
time in Afghanistan: Seitkulaeva noted that the republic’s
Minister of Irrigation goes there every year to help develop
the irrigation system.

O
As is the case with the Peace Committee, the letters the

Peace Fund receives with contributions reveal a great deal
about people’s thoughts and feelings. One from a young girl
in Baku seemed to me to sum up the blending of concern for
peace and solidarity which I found typical. “I have sent a
postcard of protest to Brussels, to NATO,” she said, “and

Three Soviet republics border Afghanistan: Uzbekistan,
Turkmenia and Tadzhikistan. Uzbek, Turkmen and Tadzhik
people live on the Afghan side of the border. During our stay
in Ashkabad we asked about Turkmenian relations with Af­
ghanistan.

written that I‘m 11 years old. Let them know that the Young
Pioneers of our country are also for peace. I’ve also sent
money to the Peace Fund and I’m not at all sorry that I’m left
without a doll now. The Palestinian children not only have no
toys, they have no homeland. ” 
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Youth and Education in aJ

Changing society:
The Case of Socialist Bulgaria
■ME , ' ■ ..............—■

By Wilfred Burchett

D
esigning an educational system geared to the fast­
changing needs of society, satisfying those needs and
guaranteeing creative satisfaction for the end products

of the system — the students — is a universal problem. It is
one which has grown in intensity with the swift advance of
science and technology and shrinking markets in the West.
The fact that in such economically advanced countries as the
USA, England, France and others the unemployment rate is
incomparably higher among young people, especially school­
leavers, than the overall national rate, is symptomatic. Cases
of suicide by young people despairing of a place in the future
were reported toward the end of the 1970s.

Contributing to students’ dissatisfaction was the fact that
many graduated to find their diplomas were useless. This was
especially true among students of the humanities, but also
among those from the scientific and technological faculties.
Their knowledge and capacities did not correspond to the de­
mands of modem industry for newcomers equipped with
highly sophisticated techniques. .

In view of the universal character of this “mismatch”
problem, it is of some interest to see how it is confronted in
an advancing socialist country like Bulgaria.

Education and Jobs: The Basic Outlines
Almost 42 per cent of Bulgaria’s 86,000 students in the

1981-82 academic year were in the scientific-technological
faculties and specialized institutes. How could they be as-

This report is extracted from a manuscript by world-re­
nowned correspondent Wilfred Burchett, which was near
completion at the time of his death in 1983. Burchett, author
of Vietnam: Inside Story of the Guerrilla War, a book which
played a crucial role in vitalizing the anti-war movement in
the mid-1960s, lived in Bulgaria during his later years, , and
acquired a deep knowledge of that country.

On September 9, 1984, Bulgaria celebrated the 40th an­
niversary of the popular uprising which overthrew the fascist
regime and proclaimed a People’s Republic. NWR presents
this material as a tribute to that anniversary. 

sured a place in the future? It was a question I put to Profes­
sor Ilcho Dimitrov, at that time rector of Sofia’s prestigious
Klement d’Orchrid University. A plump man in his forties,
with massive head and grey sprinkled hair, he typifies the
new intellectuals of modest origin who have risen to the most
eminent positions.

He is well known as a brilliant research worker in mod­
em history. To my question, he replied: “The State Planning
Commission informs us five years in advance what special­
ists they will need at the end of that period. Our educational
program is geared to this, but with provisions for modifica­
tions of the requirements within that time span. Before their
final exams, those studying the targeted specialties are sent to
the corresponding enterprises to ensure that they ’are on the
‘right track.’ During the first year after graduation there are
often more applicants than places in the fields and geograph­
ical areas desired by the students. This is partly due to weak­
ness in planning and partly because the graduates want the
choicest types of jobs or work in enterprises where they have
done their practical studies. It is not because of an overall
shortage of jobs. By the end of the first year those who have
not found jobs become less choosy, partly because they fear
that the new wave of graduates may fill the places they have
been refusing.”

I asked if graduates could work at places and locations of
their own choosing. “In all fields except medicine,” he re­
plied. “It is considered desirable that for the first three years
after graduation the State can assign newly fledged doctors to
specific hospitals or areas where their services are needed for
the public health network. In this way tendencies for doctors
to concentrate In Sofia and a few other big cities are avoided
and the country as a whole is well served. As many of the
students come originally from the countryside, there is no
great problem with this. Efforts are made to allot the graduate
doctors to their home areas.

“For those who are urban-raised we get them acquainted
with rural life. Yesterday, for instance (our conversation took
place on July 13, 1981,) our students left on what we call
‘brigade work.’ Before each new year’s courses start, they go
off in groups to take part in some manual labor, mainly har­
vesting work but also in construction and other areas where
labor is in short supply. Contacts with the local people are
very useful, especially in the first year of studies. It is a new 
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social experience for both. The students get paid for their
daily work. As education is free, what they earn is, in fact,
pocket money. It’s not much but at least keeps them in coffee
and cigarettes. So they leave quite cheerfully to devote a part
of their summer vacation to do practical work outside their
usual orbit of activities. From our viewpoint it is an essential
element in preparing them for life and work outside the class­
rooms and laboratories.”

Flexibility and Change
Referring again to the question of educating students for

the realities of the world in which they are going to work.
Professor Dimitrov spoke of the facilities for recycling in the
enterprises and refresher courses in the institutes of higher
learning. “But the important thing is to turn out students who
have in themselves the necessary flexibility and aptitude for
reconversion.” He pointed out the apparent contradiction be­
tween the requirements of the scientific and technological
revolution for personnel with narrowly specialized qualifica­
tions and the tempo of progress demanding those who could
rapidly readjust. If students were not adequately prepared
from a psychological as well as a scientific viewpoint there
could be setbacks in their general development.

As to whether student-candidates had a free choice as to
which university or institute they attended. Prof. Dimitrov
said: “Of course. Apart from this university there are 27 

other establishments of higher learning, all of which are ac­
cessible to those who have qualified for higher education.
Students can also change their university during their studies.
The majority get subsidies of 50 to 80 leva per month, irre­
spective of their family income. Students who are mothers
receive the minimum wage of a worker, 100 leva per month.
Tuition is free.

“Because financial considerations are no impediment to
study everyone wants to go to university, so we have had to
introduce entrance examinations. In certain faculties the
competition is very tough — up to twenty applicants for ev­
ery place. In theory, all applicants have an equal chance
based on performance at the entrance exams. In practice
those who come from established intellectual families have a
natural built-in advantage. But our aim is that students ac­
cepted for higher education should reflect the social composi­
tion of the country. There are now preparatory classes for
university entrance at secondary school level which equalize
the advantages. Those from worker-peasant backgrounds
have equal chances with other contenders. An interesting
point is that when we introduced this system we reserved half
the places resulting from the entrance exams for women.
Some thought we were being over-optimistic, but in fact the
young women won more than half the places.”

Professor Dimitrov laid great emphasis on the necessity
of turning out all-round graduates, proficient in their chosen 

Young Bulgarians in Sofia studying foreign languages with the help of modem equipment.
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specialty, adaptable to change and with a broad general cul­
ture including education in aesthetics — knowledge and ap­
preciation of artistic values in all spheres of life. The aim of
education should be to produce a “harmonious personality,”
as he expressed it. “We think that education in aesthetics
influences attitudes to work, to everyday life and human rela­
tions. In presenting this to our students we stress three
spheres in which aesthetics applies: in daily life — the envi­
ronment in schools and places of work; obviously in the de­
velopment of all fields of art; and in the influences exerted on
the general public as expressed in matters of taste in the ex­
panding consumer tendencies of our society. There is a spe­
cial educational program in aesthetics worked out here in co­
operation with other universities.”

Professor Dimitrov gave me some historical data. In
1939, 25 per cent of the population were illiterate. In 1945
the total of those engaged in creative activity — the arts, lit­
erature, theater and other forms — was about 2,400. In 1981,
there were 22,000 professionals and about 500,000 amateurs
participating in nation-wide artistic activities, from folk mu­
sic and dance ensembles to orchestras and national opera and
theater. There are about 170,000 teachers employed in edu­
cation and over 70,000 scientific workers engaged in re­
search. “So we really have come a long way in a compara­
tively short time.”

Current Goals and Trends
The Minister of Education, Professor Alexander Foil, in

his late forties, is a man of distinguished bearing and resem­
bles many of his counterparts in the West. He comes from a
family of intellectuals; his father, Nikolai Foil, is famed for
founding a highly esteemed school of dramatic art for chil­
dren. My opening question when we met at the Ministry of
Education dealt with current trends and to what extent they
represented a rupture with the past.

“We consider the past a good guide for the problems
posed in a fast-changing world,” he replied. “Our people
have always had an insatiable thirst for education. Parents
made great sacrifices — even selling precious strips of land
to ensure that at least one member of the family got as much
education as they could pay for. Knowledge of this stimu­
lated pupils to be very diligent in their studies. On the other
hand, all leaders of the Bulgarian Communist Party from Di­
miter Blagoev in 1891 to Todor Zhivkov in 1981 at the 12th
Party Congress, have laid great stress on high quality educa­
tion for all. The result of the considerable efforts made from
government and Party down to students and pupils is that our
country is on a high educational level judged by any interna­
tional standards.”

The present stage in education, the Minister explained,
was defined in the Theses approved at a Plenary Session of
the BCP’s Central Committee in 1979: “These formulate,”
he said, “the general aim of education in the period of build­
ing a developed socialist society. That is to produce an all­
round personality with an outlet for all his creative capacities.
As for future trends, the educational structure is flexible
enough to change in accordance with its new aims, tasks and
functions. It can ensure continuity in the educational process
and can cater to the needs of the community and the individ­
ual abilities and strivings of young people. This entails a di­
rect link between education and activities in all other social
spheres.”

Among changes introduced in the Theses are: lowering

On the grounds of the University of Sofia.

primary school entrance age from seven to six years; a five-
day school week instead of six days as previously; and the
opening of two experimental schools in which polytechnical
subjects would be taught, starting from the first year. The
aim is to fuse classical education with the basic elements of
scientific and technological knowledge at an early stage to
ensure a smooth transition to the specialized faculties and in­
stitutes. As further evidence of the dynamics of Bulgarian
society, Professor' Foil described “the conversion of the
higher educational establishments into complex scientific and
educational centers, essential to improving the quality of
training for highly qualified specialists with university educa­
tion. This involves training them in adequate basic scientific
knowledge plus specific expertise in certain fields.”

Because of the great variety of specialties now taught in
the higher educational establishments, achievement of these
aims must clearly make heavy demands on the teaching staff.
Professor Foil insisted however that “a graduate must be able
to move straight into his own specialty but be versatile
enough to adapt to other fields without too much delay. True,
this also demands new qualities of the teachers. But to supply
competent cadres for the educational network at all level-
s,raising the scientific standard of education to build up a
modem material and technical basis for the tasks ahead is of
supreme importance.”

I asked if the insistence on scientific and technological
training was not at the expense of the humanities. His rather
academic reply was that it was not:

“The study of the humanities is constantly improved and
is linked with other aspects of the educational process. The
improvement is carried out not by just increasing the number
of courses but by raising the theoretical level of teaching, by
broadening students’ general knowledge and equipping them
with methods and criteria to become well-versed in social
processes and phenomena, including the maxims and tenden­
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cies of artistic creativity. Our aim is to blend the two profiles
of secondary education — the academic and professional-
technical — into one.”

Content of Programs in the Humanities
Regarding the principles on which improved study of the

humanities is based, Professor Foil said: “Particular attention
is paid to the arts, to Bulgarian language, literature, history
and geography. New subjects have now been introduced into
this same cycle such as ethics and fundamentals of law from
the 8th grade, the fundamentals of aesthetics for the 9th and
10th grades. Subjects dealing with such themes as ‘man and
art’ and ‘man and society’ are planned for study in the 11th
and 12th grades of the new type school.”

“Is it possible for someone well versed in, and enthu­
siastic for, the humanities to move smoothly into the scien­
tific-technological field?” I asked.

“In fact,” replied Professor Foil, “the needs of socialist
construction and the scientific-technological revolution can­
not be met unless we succeed in the all-round development of
abilities and talents. Better education and a higher cultural
level are more than ever necessary for an optimal perfor­
mance in all human activities, including increased labor pro­
ductivity. Those with a high culture and versatile knowledge
do well in today’s sophisticated production techniques. There
is no contradiction between being proficient in the humanities
and in the fields of science and technology.”

“Aren’t the students somewhat uneasy about the contin­
uing changes in the educational system, including the at­
tempted synthesis between the humanities and the sciences?”

“Our young people are eager to achieve full and rapid
expression of their capacities; they strive for independence
and originality. It would be difficult to identify any past gen­
erations with such elevated and varied intellectual interests as
the present one. And certainly none with such possibilities of
satisfying those interests. We do not regard our young people
merely as the promising element in building the new society.
We try also to create the optimum conditions for their self­
expression. They understand that this must occur through
creative labor. Their willingness to take part in this is based
on several factors: theoretical, practical and professional
training; educational influence of the family, school and so­
cial organizations; possibility of choice of a stable profes­
sion. They are also proud to take part in building a new so­
ciety which is taking shape before their eyes.”

Changing Trends Among Youth
Much of what Professor Foil had to say on this subject,

especially his remarks on the interests of young people in
science and technology and an obsession to add to their store
of general knowledge, I have confirmed through following
the development of children from my wide circle of Bulgar­
ian friends. Passionate pleas of parents, often revolutionary
intellectuals, for their children to take up more purely intel­
lectual pursuits have, more often than not, fallen on barren
soil. Toddlers and many unborn during my first visits to the
country are now into everything from micro-electronics and
molecular biology to atomic physics. Nearly 20 years ago,
for instance, a well-known journalist, by then an ambassador
and a long-time friend, pleaded with me to persuade his
daughter to study philology. A brilliant linguist himself, he
had set his heart on this. I spoke to the girl and ended up
persuading her father to let her study electronics which was 

what she had set her mind on. She turned out to be as increas­
ingly brilliant in her subject as he was in his!

“The dynamics of our times,” continued Professor Foil,
“the vast store of easily accessible information, the environ­
ment that has been created for young people, increases the
scope of their knowledge and their interests. It develops their
abilities and social consciousness. ’ ’

“When you refer to environment,” I asked, “are you
talking about the generally improved living conditions and
the availability of education up to secondary school leaving
standards, or are there other factors?”

“There are examples such as the student city in Sofia,
where students and teachers live in a community, with spe­
cial flats for married students and only nominal fees for such
services as gas and electricity. Most other things, including
rent, are free. There are many youth clubs and holiday
homes, centers for sport and tourism, summer camps for rest
and work; technical, art and musical circles. Environment in
the sense that 1 use the term includes the facilities for young
people with similar interests and tastes to get together in con­
genial surroundings and apply those interests and tastes. In
this way we create the conditions for an all-round spiritual
growth, creative self-expression and active rest.”

Alexander Foil, like Professor Ilcho Dimitrov, ranks
among the country’s most distinguished historians. His spe­
cialty in research is to help discover the past of what are fre­
quently referred to as the “mysterious Thracians.” He
spends his summer holidays — for the past seven years — at
a Thracian site near the Turkish frontier where extensive ex­
cavations are being undertaken, financed by the Cultural
Committee of the District People’s Council in Burgas and the
Bulgarian Academy of Science. Professor Foil’s “active
rest” thus consists in helping to excavate underground tombs
and bath-houses as part of “a step-by-step process to estab­
lish scientifically much of what hitherto remained a closed
book regarding the Thracians, their Gods, their religions and
rites, their art and legends.” Many books have been written
on this subject, including a two-volume study on recent dis­
coveries, to which Professor Foil has contributed, as well as
to other publications specializing in “Thracology.”

His activities in two major specialties are very typical for
today’s Bulgarian intellectuals. Leisure time is not entirely
spent in sun-tanning on the Black Sea beaches or skiing in the
Bulgarian Alps, although such activities are officially en­
couraged for health reasons. Much time is spent on practising
the all-round capacities which have been acquired and which
have become an example in the education of young people.
They are an essential part of the “creative satisfaction,” inte­
grated with community needs, which represent the hub of the
Bulgarian educational system. O
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By Victor Perlo

The Territory, by Oleg Kuvayev. Moscow:
Progress Publishers, Inc., 1982. 390
pp., paper, $4.00. Available from Im­
ported Publications, Inc., Chicago, Il­
linois.

T
his is a story of big men . . . ge­
ologists and workers and
herdsmen ... the countless pi­

oneering men of labor who made the So­
viet Union the great country it is. It’s the
living story, with all the complications,
beauty, tragedies, comradeship, genius,
and above all stubborn, bold, risk-tak­
ing hard work — that lies behind the
formal phrase: “building Communist
society.”

It’s the story of the search for gold in
Chukotka, in the extreme northeast of
Siberia, not too far from Alaska which
had its gold rush 90 years ago. But what
a difference! Venturesome individuals
struggled, fought, faced bitter hard­
ships, to get the gold of Alaska for their
individual enrichment.

Teams of men, with millions of ru­
bles behind them, planes, equipment of
all sorts, searched for the gold of “The
Territory”. But with all the backing, it’s
still tough, dangerous work in extremely
difficult natural conditions. They did it
because the country needed gold to buy
foreign currency, to speed the opening
up of Siberian oil, raising living stan­
dards, exploring outer space, defending
the country against Pentagon madmen.

The author doesn’t spell out the mo­
tivations. It’s made clear, however, in
quotations about gold from Herodotus to
Lenin, and news clippings telling of the
escalation of gold prices from 1967 to

1973 — the year before the book came
out.

And Chinkov, nicknamed Buddha,
chief engineer of Severstroi — at the
Settlement — took to Moscow the 3 ki­
lograms of gold Kutzenko panned on the
River Elgai, to convince Deputy Min­
ister Sidorchuk to support the next
year’s search, against the opposition of
the immediate chief at “the Town” —
(Magadan?), who didn’t believe there
was gold and tried to block Chinkov.

Don’t forget — even then those 3 ki­
lograms were worth tens of thousands of
dollars. And they were gotten in just one
spot. Later Sidorchuk visited the Set­
tlement, and went with Chinkov to visit
one of the expeditions. There’s the
meeting between the big chief from
Moscow and the worker Gigolov, nick­
named “Yog” . . . “the man who
found the 350-gramme nugget that made
us start winter panning. And he was the
one who panned the first good sample.”

Yog raised his cap. Sidorchuk
nodded affably.

“That wasn’t my big achievement,”
Yog said suddenly. “Tell him I gave up
the booze so as not to spoil our luck. In
order not to undermine the strength of
the national currency Gigolov heroically
refused the glass of hooch he was of­
fered. Wasn’t that the case?”

And Yog goes on to tell about the
relation between the chiefs and the
workers:

“The chiefs can’t sleep because
they’re worried about production. If
they go to sleep, the whole project will
collapse. But what is production? It’s a
tree! And it’s the workers that grow it.”

Yog rolled his eyes and indicated the
size of the “tree” with a great sweep of
his arms.

Then he and Sidorchuk exchanged
racy jokes.

It’s the story of the mutually benefi­
cial interaction of the Russians and the
native people — the miners and the rein­
deer herdsmen. The herdsmen have
gained much from the revolution:
“Kyaye’s memory retained the smells
of herbs, ice, spring snow, the flight of
a frost-coated raven and its hoarse cry
across the snows, the fall of a wolf
brought down by a bullet, the taste of
deer meat, of blood, and the taste of
young antlers . . .

“. . . Life could not be either good
or bad. It was simply varied. . .It was
absurd to think that money could im­
prove it. Kyaye himself had a good deal
of money. His herdsman’s wages kept
accumulating in the bank and he had
nothing to spend it on. He could have
spent it on Tamara. But in summer she
lived as behooved the daughter of a
herdsman of a tribe of real people, and
in winter her keep was paid by the state.
Kyaye himself needed nothing but to­
bacco, tea, sugar and a little spirits.
When he drove into the Settlement on
Cape Banners he bought anything he
fancied: a watch, a radio, a coat with an
astrakhan collar. And then he gave the
things he had bought and found joy in
making them gifts. He knew that the
young people would live differently.
That was bound to happen.”

Kyaye finds geologist Baklakov, on
a long, crucial, solo expedition. He was
lying, sick and delirious, in his pit,
doomed to die if not rescued. In the ya­
ranga, student Tamara, Kyaye’s grand­
daughter, gives Baklakov modem medi­
cine, nurses him back to health.
Baklakov, as a result of his explora­
tions, develops the theory that gold is to
be found at places where two geological
faults join. Chinkov risks millions of ru­
bles on that theory. It works, and suc­
cess brings fame to Baklakov. He is
thinking:

“Most of the values that people re­
garded as the unshakeable foundation of
their lives were for him and his friends
almost meaningless. The house, that
was also a man’s castle . . . none of
these things matter to him and his
friends ... for the lads in his Adminis­
tration the main castle was their work,
which had to be done as well as possi­
ble. That was a castle that would never
let you down, unless you surrendered it 
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yourself. And none of them would do
that, because they loved it.”

At the end author Oleg Kuvayev
sums up his philosophy:

“If there existed a force that could
bring back all those connected with the
Territory’s gold, all those who died on
the trail, disappeared on the mainland,
who took refuge in the comfortable,
standardized ‘life that everyone lives,’
they would all repeat those years. Not
for the money, because they would
know what money is worth while a man
is working in the Territory, and not even .
for the sake of duty, because a real sense
of duty is intrinsic, not verbal, and not
for the sake of fame, but for the sake of
the not yet known which is the mainspr­
ing and prime mover of man’s life as an
individual ... If you believe in the
crude fury of your work yqu will always
be able to hear from times long past the
cry of the digger nicknamed Yog: ‘We
can do it, lads! We can do it!’

“This day we live is the conse­
quence of yesterday and all our tomor­
rows are bom of our todays. Then why,
we may ask, were you not on those trac­
tor-drawn sledges? And why was it not
your fate that was sealed by the frosty
February wind? Where were you? What
have you been doing all these years?
Are you satisfied with your life?”

End of book.
It's so convincing because the au­

thor lived that life for his 20 adult years.
He worked the territory, and other far
northern places, as a geologist, and in
the 1960s started writing stories about
his experiences. This book, published in
1974, was a best seller, and in 1976 won
the first prize in a nationwide competi­
tion for the best book about the Soviet
working class.

What a tragedy, what a loss, that
Kuvayev had died a year earlier, only 39
years old! 

VICTOR PERLO, well-known Marxist
economist, writes frequently for NWR.
Among his many books is Dynamic Sta­
bility: The Soviet Economy Today,
written together with Ellen Perlo, and
published by Progress Publishers, Mos­
cow.

Taking the
Socialist Path

By Richard Lobban

Taking the Socialist Path: Revolutionary So­
cialist Development in the Third
World, by Gordon White. Robin Mur­
ray and Christine White. The Univer­
sity Press of Kentucky. 1983. 278
pp.. index.

T
his book is truly a collective ef­
fort. Two of the three editors are
contributors, but four additional

writers make this a seven-person piece
of scholarship. It covers diverse subjects
including a selection of “third world”
nations which have embarked on pro­
grams of revolutionary socioeconomic
development in order to annul the ves­
tiges of colonialism and lend authentic
content to their independence.

The works on the People’s Demo­
cratic Republic of Yemen (PDRY) by
Fred Halliday, People’s Korea by Jon
Halliday and on Mozambique by David
Wield, are especially welcome since
these important examples are often ne­
glected in discussions of this topic.
Other countries represented are Cuba,
Vietnam and China.

The work under review excludes na­
tions such as Nicaragua, Benin, Peo­
ple’s Congo, Ethiopia, Zimbabwe, and
Kampuchea. Hence, though it covers a
wide range of experiences in anti-impe­
rialist development, it cannot be consid­
ered comprehensive.

The work provides country profiles,
general bibliographies, two short appen­
dices, chronologies and an index. To
help achieve a sense of integration, each
contributor was guided by several ques­
tions and themes. The only lack of con­
tinuity or consistency in die arguments
relates to the individual views expressed
in the case studies. Here there is appro­
priate diversity; for example, there is
not complete agreement about the defi­
nition of socialism, but the overlap in
understanding is sufficient to avoid se­
rious problems.

White quickly dispenses with the
cliches of anti-revolutionary theory 

which have assigned peasants the role of
revolutionary group rather than urban
industrial workers. Likewise, the dis­
cussion of the “dependency” model is
appropriately brief. The book is serious
and frank; it is well-written and avoids
narrow partisan perspectives but pre­
serves a radical commitment both to de­
velopment and to scholarship. The au­
thors are pleased to record the
“enormous strides” in revolutionary so­
cialist development and the promise this
holds for the future.

The emancipation of women and
their social and political roles are ad­
dressed as a measure of socialist devel­
opment. The seriousness with which
this often neglected issue is tackled is a
strong feature of the book. The class ap­
proach to women’s issues, the sexual di­
vision of labor, work at the household
level, and the existence of independent
women’s organizations reveal the depth,
or lack of it, in efforts to achieve funda­
mental sociocultural revolution.

Fred Halliday takes the case of Peo­
ple’s Yemen as the “Cuban model” in
the Middle East. The abundance of per­
tinent details gives the reader a clear
idea about the practical difficulties in­
volved. Of particular interest is his per­
spective on the controversies which sur­
rounded the struggle within the
leadership in 1978.

Halliday praises the advances in the
role of women, especially when com­
pared to the neighboring countries in the
Arab peninsula, but he notes that this
active drive for equality is not yet com­
plete. The respect for religion and the
efforts to curb consumption of the drug
qat are seen as meaningful efforts to ap­
ply revolutionary cultural values.
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The crucial support provided by the
Soviet Union guarantees the PDRY’s
survival and contributes to realization of
its long-range aim to build socialism.
The Yemeni leadership modestly states
that it has only reached an advanced
transitional stage in this regard.

This long article by Halliday and the
theoretical chapter by G. White com­
prise about 40 per cent of the book.
While this is a rather hefty share, the
reader is well served by these chapters.

The chapter on Mozambique was
read with the recent setbacks in this na­
tion’s foreign policy in mind. For revo­
lutionary intellectuals these new rela­
tions with the state of apartheid and with
the African National Congress of South
Africa are disturbing, though it is pre­
mature to make a final judgment. Wield
reviews briefly the basics of history
from the late colonial period to the pre­
sent. The dramatic breakdown of colo­
nial society, the creation of mass organi­
zations and the restructuring of the state
and party are the strong features of this
chapter.

An insightful analysis of People’s
Korea is provided by Jon Halliday who
discusses the gap between internal and
external images of this nation. The suc­
cesses are particularly astounding given
the savage oppression by Japanese colo­
nialism and the massive destruction dur­
ing the 1950-53 Korean War. He credits
the Soviet Union with crucial support
during the latter period.

G. White probes the events in Peo­
ple’s China after Mao. He raises critical
questions and presents a mature analysis
of the policy which kept China from
playing a more influential role in the
Third World. Maoist theory and practice
have been shown to have been in error
and the present leadership is purportedly
engaged in cautious corrections. The au­
thor gives a balanced account of the So­
viet role in supporting China in an ear­
lier period.

Carciofi deals with Cuba in the
1970s and its heroic challenge to US
domination in its efforts to build the first
socialist nation in the US’ shadow. The
development strategy in Cuba has been
to seek to break out of the monocrop
production and to stress industrial diver­
sification. It is not necessary, presu­
mably, to note the severe hardships that
this has meant in terms of internal eco­
nomic austerity, threats from the United
States, and the need for very substantial
support from the socialist nations, espe­
cially the USSR.

Finally, C. White discusses Viet­
nam, focusing on agricultural devel­
opment as an example of socialist poli­
cies in practice. The historical review of
the struggle traces the roots of this de­
velopment policy, and special attention
is paid to the rise of Sino-Soviet ten-.
sionsover Vietnam.

White concludes that the Vietnam­
ese example reveals an advanced and
rather successful application of Marxist
theory and practice. There are also high
marks given in the areas of science, 

technology and intellectual freedom.
In sum, this a fine collection. It is

painfully honest at times, but in the
spirit of constructive criticism.

RICHARD LOBB AN is Professor of Anthro­
pology and African Studies at Rhode Island
College. He worked with FRELIMO in 1964;
with anti-feudal guerrillas in Ethiopia in
1971; traveled with the PAIGC in 1973 and
1975, and visited PDRY in 1975. He has
spent the last three years doing research in
Egypt and the Sudan.

September-October 1984 29



Statement of Ownership, Management and
Circulation (Reprinted by 39 U.S.C. 3685).

1. Title of Publication: New World Review.
2. Date of Filing: Sept. 28, 1984.
3.Frequency of Issue: Bimonthly.
4 .Location of known office of publication:

162 Madison Ave., New York, N.Y.
10016.

5.Names and complete addresses of pub­
lisher, editor and managing editor:

Publisher (Name and address): Marilyn
Bechtel, 162 Madison Ave. New York,
N.Y. 10016.

7. Owner (If owned by a corporation, its
name and address must be stated and almost
immediately thereunder the names and ad­
dresses of stockholders owning or holding 1
per cent or more of total amount of stock. If
not owned by a corporation, the names and
addresses of the individual owners must be
given. If owned by a partnership or other un­
incorporated firm its name and address, as
well as that of each individual must be given.)

NWR Publications, Inc., 162 Madison
Ave., New York, N.Y. 10016
Marilyn Bechtel, 162 Madison Ave. New
York, N.Y. 10016

8. Known bondholders, mortgages, and
other security holders owning or holding 1 per
cent of total amount of bonds, mortgages or
other securities (If there are none, so state.)

None.
9. Not applicable.

10. Extent and nature of circulation:

Average
No. Copies
Each Issue

During
Prec ceding
12 Months

Single
Issue

Nearest
To Filing

Due

A. Total no. copies
printed (net press run) 4,117 4,200

B. Paid circulation
1. Sales through deal­
ers and carriers, street
vendors and counter
sales. 570 532
2. Mail subscriptions 3,174 3,327

C. Total paid circulation 3,744 3,859
D. Free distribution by

mail, carrier or other
means. Sample, com­
plimentary and other
free copies. 67 150

E. Total distribution
(Sum C and D) 3,811 4,009

F. i. Office use, left­
over, unaccounted,
spoiled after printing. 204 191
2. Returns from news­
agents 102 ___

G. Total sum of E&F—
should equal net press
run (shown in A) 4,117 4,200

11.1 certify that the statements made by me
above are correct and complete.

(Signature of editor, publisher, business
manager, or owner) MARILYN BECHTEL,
Editor.

^~Jor nevus

oftL uss/e
Right from the source. . .

Tune in the
North American Service of

Radio Moscow

Request your copy
of the current schedule

from

New World Review
162 Madison Ave., 3rd fl.

New York, NY 10016

Reprints from the Soviet Press
Twice a month. Indexed. Current documents, reports, communiques, articles and speeches,
translated word-for-word from Soviet newspapers and magazines. Uncensored. Covers economics,
politics, foreign affairs, agriculture, industry, labor, science, law — and more

Still available:
• Vol 39 #6, 30 Sept 1984: New Facts on South Korean Plane Incident

(Reexamination in light of The Nation report of 18-25 August, 1984)

• Vol 37 #6, 30 Sept 1983:
(Original extensive coverage including famous press conference with
Marshal Ogarkov and Leonid Zamyatin)

Also in recent issues:
CMEA Economic Strategy for the 1980's
How and Why Export of Counterrevolution Threatens Peace
Stages of Development of Communist Social and Economic Order

A cumulative source of significant material, authentic,
complete, convenient for permanent filing.

One. Year $40 — Two Years $75 — Three Years $105
Subscription for Personal Use — $25 per year Back issues $2.50 postpaid

COMPASS PUBLICATIONS, INC.
115 East 87 Street Box 12-F New York NY 10128

30
NEW WORLD REVIEW



Angela Davis
scholar and activist

Henrik Borovic
Soviet Writers’ Union

Michael Parent!
author and media critic

(Unify Center Auditorium 235 West 23 St, New York City
To order proceedings of the conference send $2 to:

Political Affairs 235 West 23 St, NY, NY 1001 1 ©(212) 989-4994
sponsored by: Political Affairs and the People’s School for Marxist Studies

>7

3-Day Cultural Conference Dec. 7, 8 9
How the Ruling Class

Dominates CuDtuire
The Struggle tor a

People’s Art
Socialist Cultaiire and

Soviet Society
plus ... art exhibition and sale, music, poetry

______________ ______ —

SCIENCE

An independent
Marxist jowmai

Books and
Idoaa

Roador
Foodback

Academic
Roallty

Review
Eaaoy

•S^iioeophy

addressing the
philosophical
and social
problems of the
natural sciences
SUBSCRIBE TODAY
Two issues, $6.00
Institution, $12.00

Outside U.S., add $1.00;
send Inti. Money Order
or draft on a U.S. bank.

?® '®nce and Nature
53 Hickory Hili
lappan NY 10983

v\0-

Is science revolutionary? Big Bang cosmology
Letters to the Editor
JOHN PAPPADEMOS surveys campus research
Militarized Science, Capitalist Crisis
GARLAND ALLEN points out the dialectics
Ernst Mayrand Biological Thought
R6ZSA VARRO on equilibrium/disequilibrium
Contradiction within Living Systems
MAX ROBINSON plus Motz, Talking ton
Is Quantum Mechanics a Theory?
IGOR NARSKI sees causality as key problem
Can Sciences and Arts Be Integrated?
CLAUDE BRAUN reviews Alexander R. Luria
Language, Cognition, Brain Function
GORDON WELTY reviews Charles Woollson
Engels and Labor Theory of Culture
LESTER TALKINGTON reviews Abraham Pals
The Unfinished Revolution in Physics
IRVING ADLER reviews Michael Friedman
Realism versus Positivism in Relativity
STANLEY JEFFERS reviews Martin Harwit
To Formalize Astronomical Discovery?
LLOYD MOTZ reviews I. V. Savelyev
Theoretical Physics for Undergraduates
From Maurice Wilkins to assassination butt
Nuggets from the Literature

WS4-W85
CATALOG
Hundreds of New Titles

in All Subjects

English and Spanish
language books

and periodicals from
the USSR, other
socialist and

developing countries
Write or call for your copy today!

IMPORTED PUBLICATIONS
320 W. Ohio St., Dept. E
Chicago, IL 60610 312/787-9017

SeP‘ember-October 1984 31



Niatms & Pmpkss
n@ Soviet

One of the most urgent problems
of our time is how to overcome
racism and national oppression.
This critical problem confront­
ed the new Soviet government
at the time of the October 1917
revolution.

In Nations & Peoples, US
and Soviet authors from
various disciplines discuss
the problems and the pro­
cess of building a multi­
national state whose
people include over 100
nations and national­
ities. They consider
the implications of
that experience for other
countries throughout the world.

228 pages,
paperbound,
only $3.95.

Order your
copy now. Spe­
cial discounts

are available  for
multiple copies;

write for details.

New World Review • 162 Madison Avenue • New York, N.Y. 10016
Please send me_______ copies of Nations & Peoples, @ $3.95 each.
Enclosed
□ Please send me information on bundle orders.

yeal: D fOr tW° D $“-50 tOT ‘to“ ™ Ascription

□ I am a new subscriber. Enclosed is $3.00 for my first year.

Name (Please print)

Address

City


