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By Herbert Aptheker

The Jewish People 
and the 1984 Elections

The 1984 election is the most crucial since that of 
1860; then, as now, the very fate of this Republic was 
at stake. In a larger sense, this election is the most fate­
ful one in all U.S. history, for the Reagan administra­
tion controls weaponry which can destroy not only the 
United States but quite literally the globe. And this ad­
ministration not only has that power but it is moved by 
the desperation of its ultra-right imperialist bloc and its 
Hitler-like detestation of the Soviet Union to actively 
plan for the beginning of Armageddon.

The 1984 election is not a typical U.S. election in 
another respect also. This is not an election between 
two generally classical bourgeois parties — one liberal 
and the other conservative, mimicking the lines from 
Gilbert and Sullivan: “Every little boy and gal that’s 
ever bom alive, is either a liberal or a conservative.” 
No, this is an election in which the Democratic Party 
does field a fairly traditional program — filled with 
compromises, demagogy and half-truths, but generally 
oriented towards a resuscitation of a kind of New Deal, 
domestic outlook and a Harriman-like defense of de­
tente. Its nominating a liberal-democrat, Italian-Ameri­
can, Catholic woman for the Vice Presidency is far 
from traditional, however, and bespeaks the power of 
ethnic communities and, in particular, the enormous 
clout of the increasingly conscious women voters.

In addition, and, in particular, this election differs 
from those preceding insofar as it does not represent the 
conventional two-party alignment of the ruling class; 
rather it represents the capture of one of the two parties 
by the extrememe Right in U.S. life — the fanatical, 
pro-war, “better dead than Red” maniacs, filled as such 
components are with virulent anti-Semitism and, espe­
cially, white chauvinism as well as male supremacist 
poison.

What one has in this election is a liberal-Demo- 
cratic ticket opposing the Birch Society — with an 
open member of that fascist-like society actually Rea­
gan’s California campaign manager. What one has is a 
candidate — the Prevaricator Reagan — enthusiasti­
cally endorsed by the Ku Klux Klan;'if the Reagan ad- 
ministation has “repudiated” such support this writer 
has not seen that repudiation. In any case, repudiation 
— pro forma — by Reagan or not, it is certain that the 
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KKK has not repudiated its endorsement of Reagan.
Gus Hall, in his report to the Central Committee of 

the Communist Party, USA, back in June, observed 
that in this election at stake is “the survival of our coun­
try and the world,” and that Reagan’s is “the most anti­
labor, most racist, most war-like administration in his­
tory.”

At the same time, Hall’s main emphasis was as to 
how to meet that supreme challenge and in spelling this 
out he emphasized the danger of the Madison Avenue 
concocted myth of Reagan’s “invincibility.”

Comrade Angela Davis, in her stirring Harlem 
speech (reported in full in the magazine of the People’s 
World, August 11), spelled out the way to guarantee 
Reagan’s defeat and concluded passionately and accu­
rately: “For the sake of our youth and our seniors, for 
the sake of the homeless and hungry, and, finally, in 
the name of human progress, we must guarantee that 
when November 6 rolls around we will show Ronald 
Reagan the way to the back door of the White House.”

Comrade Si Gerson analyzed with his characteris­
tic care “The Myth of Reagan’s Invincibility" (Political 
Affairs, July). That idea of invincibility certainlyis the 
central motif of the Reagan publicity catered to by a 
craven commercial press and television industry. Com­
rade Gerson showed that with the absence of an Ander­
son ticket (and with Anderson endorsing Mondale, we 
may now add) and with significant anti-Reagan senti­
ment in terms of his racism, his opposition to the ERA, 
his war-making stance, his anti-labor acts, his brutal 
policies towards all except his obscenely rich backers 
and his interventionist policies in the Mid-East, Africa 
and especially Latin America, the concept of Reagan’s 
invincibility is nonsense. On the contrary, with proper 
coalition tactics and aggressive mass organizing his de­
feat in 1984 is altogether possible.

For our purposes, it is vital to add to the Gerson 
analysis the fact that there is a developing revulsion 
against Reagan among broad elements of the Jewish 
population. That population, for pressing historic and 
social reasons, always has been part of the Liberal-Left 
constituency in our country. A shift in this first became 
apparent in the Nixon days; it accompanied a signifi­
cant bourgeoisification of the Jewish population — 
though a large working class component remains and 
though about one million out of six million Jews in the 
United States are at the poverty level — and, in partic­
ular, the poison of bourgeois nationalism intensified 
with the holocaust and Zionism.

This shift was maintained in the Reagan election 
of 1980, though precise figures arc not available. But
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the tendency back to the Liberal position and to an anti­
Reagan outlook has been a striking phenomenon of the 
past few months.

The sources for this are manifold: Reagan’s policy 
of open alliance with the most reactionary Arab states, 
as part of an overall policy of strengthening U.S. impe­
rialism’s position in the Mid-East and the Indian Ocean 
areas; Reagan’s support of the Begin-Sharon wing of 
Israeli politics at the time of its most repulsive and anti­
human acts; Reagan’s fiasco in Lebanon — seen as part 
of that Begin-Sharon alliance; Reagan’s cruel social 
policies which impinge upon the Jewish poor; Reagan's 
threats against the entire social security system which 
theaten, in particular, the elderly, including, of course, 
the Jewish elderly.

Perhaps of central importance has been Reagan’s 
campaign strategy to put himself forward as the candi­
date of religious values and, in particular, of “Chris­
tian” values, meaning thereby the values of fundamen­
talists like Falwell. Related to this is the shock felt in 
the Jewish community with a President vehemently 
supporting unity of church and state, demanding prayer 
in public schools, and equating so-called Christianity 
with America.

The hostility to Reagan has gone far beyond the 
pioneering role of the New Agenda organization. It 
permeates the significant Jewish press, for example. 
The Chicago Jewish Sentinel has made no secet of its 
hostiity to Reagan. That important paper recently (Sep­
tember 13) published editorials from other leading Jew­
ish papers taking a position similar to its own. For in­
stance, here is the Kansas City Jewish Chronicle 
asserting that the Reaganites have “wreaked havoc on 
the U.S. Constitution” and demanding that the Repub­
lican Party “stop the dangerous trend toward a govern­
ment of church rather than state.”

Here is the Philadelphia Jewish Exponent'. “Re­
publicans have a party platform that has enshrined reli­
gion as a GOP virtue. This increasing entanglement of 
relgion in our political process poses a grave danger for 
the American Jewish community, as well as for other 
minority relgious groups.” The paper goes on to de­
clare that when Reagan insists, as he did, that oppo­
nents of his prayer-in-the-schools-program are “attack­
ing religion” or are “intolerant of religion” he is “not 
only absurd, he is dangerous.” One should add that 
Theodore Mann, president of the American Jewish 
Congress, also commented that Reagan’s remarks on 
this matter were “absurd.”

The Jewish World, in words unusual for that care­
ful paper, editorialized: “President Reagan has belittled 
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and insulted the efforts of Americans seeking to protect 
their right to worship without state control ... He has 
done a great disservice to those who have deep reli­
gious convictions and respect the rights of others to 
hold dissimilar views."

President Reagan spoke before the B’Nai B’Rith 
international convention in Washington on September 
6; the Times reporter, Steven Weisman, observed, after 
the speech that “there were widespread feelings of dis­
may, anger and anxiety among Jews over what many 
viewed as an attempt to violate the separation of church 
and state;” the reporter’s final words were a quotation 
from a delegate: “Mr. Reagan’s positions will cost him 
votes among Jews in November.”

The fact is that Reagan’s speech on August 23 in 
Dallas at a so-called ecumenical prayer breakfast — the 
actual spark that ignited the words of indignation and 
opposition quoted above — represented a new low 
even for that arrogant and ignorant liar.

The Fathers of this Republic, whom he rounded up 
in his support, were not embracing religion and were 
not affirming — contrary to Reagan — “the special im­
portance of religion” in the life of the nation. On the 
contrary, one of the remarkable features of the Ameri­
can Revolution and of the Constitution and of the na­
ture of the early Republic was their secular character 
and the care with which there was insistence upon the 
separation of church and state, as is made explicit, of 
course, in the Bill of Rights.

Emphasizing this separation does not constitute 
“attacking religion” as the Great Prevaricator asserted. 
It does mean forbidding an identification of church 
with state which had caused such misery in the history 
of Britain, Ireland, Spain and France. Indeed, one of 
the motivating forces of the Revolution was to achieve 
separation of church and state which in some of thr col­
onies — as Virginia — had had established religions.

When Reagan stated that the Abolitionist 
movement and the civil rights movement had religious 
inspirations — as well as political, economic and so­
cial, which he omits — he is right but even there he 
manages to lie because he gives the impression that the 
established churches were parts of these movements. 
With the exception of the Black churches and, par­
tially, the Quakers, all the established religions were 
opponents of the Abolitionist movement; and as every­
one knows, for most of the 20th century the most segre­
gated place in this racist nation were the churches on 
Sunday.

It is because of these well-known facts that Aboli­
tionists like Garrison and Douglass repeatedly exco-
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By Lewis M. Moroze

In Loving Memory of My Husband

SAUL BITTMAN

Reader and Supporter of Jewish Affairs

1903-1984

ANNE BITTMAN

September-October, 1984

Carl Rowan to the Electorate: 
‘Focus on the Issues’

His family and friends mount his death but celebrate 
the shining example of his life

riated the churches for their racism and their support of 
slavery; it is for this reason that Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. repeatedly had to debate white clergymen as 
to the Christ-like nature of the struggle against racism.

It is elementary that there is religion and there is 
religion. Nat Turner and Jefferson Davis were both re­
ligious but their religions differed. Francisco Franco 
and Willard Uphaus were both religious but their rel- 
gions differed. Dr. King and J. Edgar Hoover were 
both religious but their religions differed. Ronald Rea­
gan says he is religious and the Rev. Jesse L. Jackson is 
religious, but their religions differ.

And Eugene Victor Debs and Elizabeth Gurley 
Flynn found that to lead the noble lives they did lead, 
they did not require religion at all; both rejected it. And 
Ronald Reagan is not worthy to pare the toenails of 
either of them!

Reagan, the shameless demagogue, is playing to 
the worst, to the most backward, to the most dangerous 
traditions of established religion in his desperate effort 
to be re-elected President. This is still another reason 
why the election of 1984 is the most important in U.S. 
history.

The possibility of the advance of a decent and 
democratic society and world free of the danger of 
World War demands the defeat of the clerical bound, 
neo-fascistic Birch Society candidate answering to the 
name of Ronald Reagan. 

In the face of the mass media’s brazen and unsrcu- 
pulous campaign to convince the electorate that Reagan 
is invincible, columnist David Broder reveals that the 
electorate is seriously discussing the issues and will not 
be easily taken in by style of campaigning. Carl 
Rowan, Black columnist and radio commentator, in his 
column in the Newark, N.J. Star Ledger (9/19/84), 
makes an anguished and studied appeal to the electorate 
to focus on the issues highlighting those that are of 
“crucial importance in this election:

“Which candidate is more likely to prevent a dan­
gerous ‘cold war’ with the Soviet Union from deterio­
rating into a hot war?

“Which presidential contender is likely to end an 
utterly wasteful arms race in a way that leaves America 
secure, but with adequate resources to feed, educate, 
shelter, give health care to all its citizens?

“Which candidate understands the qualities of jus­
tice to the point that he will not use his appointive pow­
ers to turn the nation’s judicial system into a rubber 
stamp for a draconian nightmare?

“Which candidate will make America face the 
truth about the certain destructive impact of record- 
high budget deficits, an all-time high imbalance in for­
eign trade and other indicators of economic trouble that 
can only be remedied by forcing well-off Americans 
and corporations to pay an honorable amount of taxes?"

Addressing himself to the campaign thus far, 
Rowan is profoundly concerned about the impact of 
Reaganism on the day to day campaigning. Says 
Rowan:

“What a dreadful and disquieting presidential cam­
paign!

“Walter Mondale goes to Tupelo, Miss., where 
youths who support President Reagan’s reelection 
question the Democrat’s right to call him a Christian.

“Then youths display their ‘godliness’ by shouting 
at Mondale’s Black supporters, ‘Niggers go home!’

“A newly organized spirit of racism that is too 
mean to carry the soft title of ‘white backlash’ clearly is 
on the loose.

“Vice presidential candidate Geraldine Ferraro, a 
Catholic, who already was mired in a dispute with 
Catholic archbishops of New York and Boston, shows
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country of

sectors of the electo- 
are being taken-in by

up in overwhelminingly Catholic Scanton, Pa., to give 
a speech. For her troubles, she finds the Catholic bish­
ops telling people, in effect, not to vote for her because 
she won't pledge to try to force upon non-Catholics the 
bishop’s views about abortion."

Fully aware of the widespread discussions among 
the electorate about style in the campaigning and the 
importance of the question of style. Rowan states:

“My first inclination was to write about the incom­
petence of the Mondale campaign, to criticize the 
schedulers who sent him to Tupelo and Ferraro to 
Scranton. Then I thought about it and asked myself: 
‘Does this country need leaders who face up to tough 
emotional issues like the deficits, racial injustice, reli­
gion and politics, and will walk into the lion’s den and 
speak honestly about them?

“Or is America better served by a man who sits in 
the White House handing out a medal to the widow of 
Hubert Humphrey, tries to con Black preachers, waits 
as the ‘great peace maker' to welcome Soviet Foreign 
Minister Andrei Gromyko, sings at the Grand Ole Opry 
in Nashville, tours a housing project in Buffalo, N.Y., 
with a Catholic bishop, hoping the residents will not 
know what a foe he has been of federally subsidized 
housing for poor and middle-class Americans?

“No. I can’t just blame Mondale and Ferraro's 
schedulers for a depressing turn of events where it be­
gins to appear that the Democrats have no chance of 
winning the White House. The truth is that Reagan and

• strategists are appealing to racism, selfishness, 
d, irrational fear of the Soviet Union and every bad 
tn quality they can imagine and a majority of 
leans seem to be responding just the way they

Deeply convinced that our very democracy and 
arid peace hang in the balance if Reagan and Reagan- 

ism is not defeated, he, nevertheless, overstates the 
case about the low level of understanding of the electo­
rate because he, too, is taken in by the polls. Says 
Rowan:

“The polls suggest that most Americans do not 
want to wrestle intellectually, emotionally or otherwise 
with these questions that envelop all our futures like a 
dense fog. So Americans are taking what they foolishly 
think is the easy way out by falling back on judgements 
of which candidate looks more like a President or talks 
more like a leader, or is most in agreement with their 
pastor or bishop."

The facts reveal that Rowan is underestimating the 
electorate and is certainly in grievous error when he 
concludes that: “A majority of Americans seem to have
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decided, ‘To hell with all these complicated, troubling, 
Tightening issues. If Reagan has scared those people in 
the Kremlin to the point that they are shaking in their 
britches, why do I need to know details about things 
like nuclear arms parity, nuclear throw weight, the ad­
visability of a rush to militarize outer space? Why 
should I demand that Reagan tell me what his military 
and foreign policies will be in the next four years?”

Rowan correctly urges the electorate to “focus on 
the issues" in this election campaign. His reading of the 
present stance of the electorate does not reflect the true 
state of affairs though there is much to be done to se­
cure the defeat of Reagan at the polls in November.

The various components in the all people’s coali­
tions for jobs, peace and freedom are engaged in heroic 
effort to dump Reagan. The stepped-up and thorough­
going voter registration drives by the various compo­
nents of the anti-Reagan coalitions and the carefully 
laid plans to bring the voters to the polls are based on a 
profound concern and a deep going understanding of 
the issues involved, though some 
rate are impressed by style and 
the media polls.

The current economic and political struggles of the 
trade unions are significant and are being stepped-up. 
Locals of the Teamsters are voting in polls and by reso­
lutions calling for the defeat of Reagan despite the posi­
tion taken by their corrupt national leaders. The out­
standing role of Afro-American leaders, civic 
organizations and the community-at-large reflect their 
profound concern and deep going understanding of the 
issues described as “crucial” by Rowan. The women’s 
organizations, the senior citizens are not only knowl­
edgeable about the issues but are vigorously cam­
paigning against Reagan and Reaganomics. A coalition 
of Jewish American organizations conducted a Succoth 
Peace Demonstration in Washington and lobbied on 
Capitol Hill. The electorate is getting more and more 
involved in day to day activity to rid our country of 
Reagan and Reaganism.

Rowan is certainly right on target when he pleads 
that there is need for a campaign that “will produce re­
sults that we can live with over the next four years. 
Such a campaign calls for vigorous and pointed dis­
cussion of the issues presented by Rowan and to be 
added is a call for no veering away from a policy that 
will lead to negotiations with the USSR for arms reduc­
tions and for non-intervention in the affairs of Central 
America via mercenaries, the CIA or the military.

Let there be an end to pessimism and lack of confi- 
(Continued on page 10)
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What is Happening to Us?

By Mark A. Bruzonsky

“What the hell is happening to us? . . . We now 
beat people to death? We kill with our bare hands?”

Last April 12, four teenage Israeli Palestinians 
commandeered a bus at knifepoint. Though no one had 
been injured by the Palestinians, who were not armed 
with guns, and though negotiations were underway, Is­
raeli forces stormed the bus, killing two Palestinians, 
one Israeli woman and injuring many others. Two of 
the Palestinians were taken, uninjured, into custody. 
The next day they were dead, some reports suggesting 
their bodies were mutiliated.

Israeli authorities went to extraordinary lengths to 
suppress what happened. Film was confiscated, photo­
graphs were banned, an establishment Hebrew newspa­
per was closed for the first time in Israel’s history. Of­
ficial lies were told, altered, changed.

Yet what happened was so disgusting that it re­
peatedly made front-page headlines around the world, 
as well as TV network news broadcasts in this country. 
In Israel itself, the killings caused an uproar. Finally, 
under unceasing pressure from within Israeli society, 
the Israeli government established a secret army com­
mission — whose report remains undisclosed — in 
what now seems a successful attempt to bury the inci­
dent with the bodies.

The responsible official, Israeli Defense Minister 
Moshe Arens, acted to cast blame elsewhere. Though 
in charge at the scene and actually photographed with 
the two captured Palestinians, he denied issuing any 
orders, knowing anything of their deaths or taking any 
responsibility. On May 28, Arens issued a statement 
admitting that the two teenagers were beaten to death 
and that “legal actions shall be taken” against those re­
sponsible — but he suppressed even the army inquiry 
report with a “top secret” stamp.

Now, a few months after the startling admission 
that the Palestinians were beaten to death by Israeli sol­
diers, the perpetrators are still unnamed and untried. 
No impartial investigation has been allowed, other than 
September-October, 1984

This article first appeared in the Chicago 
Tribune Perspective column, August 21, 1984. 
Mark A. Bruzonsky is a journalist and a consul­
tant who specializes in the Middle East. From 
1977 through 1983, he was Washington asso­
ciate of the World Jewish Congress.

the army’s self-investigation. And Arens has refused to 
answer further questions.

But there is soul-searching. “What the hell is hap­
pening to us?” — the quote at the beginning of this 
comment and my own theme, writing as an American 
Jew — are actually the words of one of Israel’s most 
senior commentators in Israel’s most respected daily, 
Ha’aretz.

Yoel Marcus, Ha’aretz senior correspondent, 
penned his anguish early in June. Even more omi­
nously, Marcus pointed out that Israel today hai mor­
ally degenerated so that this kind of racism, brutality 
and criminality toward Palestinians has become com- 
monplacdW

“In justification we are told that this was a ‘deviant 
act,”’ wrote Marcus, adding, “which of course is not 
true.

“In the same week that we learned the bitter truth 
about the fate of the two terrorists, the Jerusalem Dis­
trict Court was hearing a case that seemed to come 
straight out of the Holocaust. It concerned the abuse of 
Halhoul residents by three border policemen. Accord­
ing to the testimony, they forced children to slap their 
fathers and even demonstated the required force of the 
slap to the children; made residents crawl on all fours 
and bark like dogs; stood an 83 year-old man wearing 
only his underwear outside in the cold of the night and 
as a ‘grand finale’ made him sing ‘Hatikva’ (the Israeli 
national anthem) and chant ‘Long live Israel!’ Reading 
these testimonies, you can scarcely believe your eyes. 
These are members of the Jewish people?”

Saddened and troubled by the growing incidents of 
murder, torture and barbarism toward Palestinians, Yi- 
gal Arens, professor of computer sciences at UCLA 
and son of Israel’s defense minister, recently sent me a 
few other translations from the Hebrew press detailing 
similar occurrences.

“This sounds depressingly like some Central 
American countries we’re familiar with,” he con­
cluded. “The only major difference being that the pris­
oners are not simply found floating in some river in the 
end. Unfortunately, judging from what happened to the 
two Palestinians a few weeks ago, it looks like this 
might be next in Israel itself too.”

But the saddest reality of all is that the once-vi- 
brant American Jewish communisty has been totally si­
lenced into a pitiful mouthpiece for Israeli crimes, dis­
tortions and excuses. And those who speak up — Jews 
and non-Jews — find themselves victims of character 
assassination campaigns, and worse. Former Illinois 
Rep. Paul Findley’s soon to be published volume about
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By Hans Lebrecht

□

We Express Our Deepest Sympathy

To Our Friends and Neighbors

JACK and MILDRED STONE

On the Death of Their Cherished Son

Betrayal by Labor Party LeadershipJEFFREY

May They Find Solace in Their Work

For Peace and Friendship Among Nations

DAVID and EDKA SELTZER
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Peres-Shamir Government: 
Government of National Disaster

Victor Shemtov, the general secretary of MA- 
PAM, sharply condemned the betrayal by the right­
wing leadership of the Labor Party of Social-Demo­
cratic principles and the interests of the working class 
by joining with the right-extremists and the LIKUD of 
the big bourgeoisie, conceding to their anti-labor poli­
tics. He pointed to the shameful fact that Peres and his 
fellow-travellers had yielded so far as to appoint Ariel 
Sharon, the fascist, who is mainly responsible for the- 
war crimes committed in Lebanon, to a senior ministe-

Jewish Affairs

the tactics and abuses of the Jewish lobby makes for 
intimidating reading.

In this particular case, not one American Jewish 
organization protested the murder of the Palestinians, 
nor stood publicly behind the courageous press as it 
battled the Israeli government. Nor has one American 
Jewish organization since insisted that those who beat 
the Palestinians to death be brought to trial.

Israel has badly lost its way. It is in danger of de­
generating into a kind of democratic fascism grafted 
onto a Middle Eastern apartheid. The recent election 
made all too evident both the escalating ideological po­
larizations and political impotency inherent in Israel to­
day.

American Jewry has lost its voice and is in danger 
of allowing its independence from Jerusalem to disolve 
along with its link to the universal, humanistic values 
of its heritage.

And the American government appears to have ac­
quiesced in Israel’s tragic distortion of Camp David 
into a lifeless, one-sided perpetuation of conflict rather 
than the faint hope it was for a fair and honorable peace 
that would have promoted “the legitimate rights of the 
Palestinian people” as well as Israeli security.

What the hell is happening to all of us?

“The new Labor Party-Likud government headed 
by Peres and Shamir is by no means a ‘National United 
Government’ as touted, but a government of national 
disaster. It is an expanded and even more extremist edi­
tion of the hitherto ruling rightwing, war-oriented and 
annexationist Likud regime, for all practical purposes, 
based upon the same political foundation,” said Tawfig 
Toubi, deputy general secretary of the Democratic 
Front for Peace and Equality (HADASH), during the 
debate in the Knesset for a vote of confidence.

After last minute delays due to continuing differ­
ences flowing from inner-party power struggles of the 
coalition partners, on Thursday, September 13th, Peres 
presented his new government of 25 ministers.

Peres will head the government for the first period 
of time with the Likud chief, Yitzhak Shamir, as his 
deputy and foreign minster. He received an over­
whelming vote of confidence from the 120 member 
parliament.

Voting against the government were HADASH (4 
votes); MAPAM, the left Zionist Social Democrats, 
until now aligned with the Labor Alignment (6 votes); 
the Liberal Civil Rights Party of Shulamith Aloni, now 
strengthened by one deputy, Yosi Sarid, who left the 
Labor Party (4 votes); the two deputies of the Progres­
sive List. Also included in the opposition vote were the 
ultra-right and fascist Tehiya Party and Meir Kahane’s 
Kach Party. With the establishment of the Peres-Sha­
mir coalition the MARACH Labor Block has become 
defunct and the left-wing opposition can count on 16 to 
18 votes in the Knesset.



Reformists Will Throttle Trade Union Struggles

Government Program Gives Rise to Grave Concern

Democratic Rights Threatened

Withdrawal From Lebanon

The Peres-Shamir Government and the Palestinians

New Government Anti-Labor

rial post in the new government and even given a place 
in the ten member “inner-cabinet” which will be the 
real policy makers of the new regime. Shemtov warned 
that Sharon and some of his closest followers have al­
ready granted media interviews threatening that Sha­
ron will remove his party chief, Shamir, from power 
and establish his own dictatorship.

of war and production of armaments for further wars, 
by the services rendered to foreign and domestic big 
capital and placing the burden on the shoulders of the 
working masses. This will drastically lower the real in­
come of wage earners and other popular strata.

Tawfig Toubi warned that the right-reformist lead­
ers of the Labor Party, who have also leading positions 
in the Histadrut trade unions, will use this influence on 
behalf of the Peres-Shamir regime to throttle any trade 
union struggles against the expected anti-labor mea­
sures, measures that the former Likud government did 
not dare to undertake. As a result, Toubi predicted, the 
working people will fight for their rights and their liv­
ing conditions.

Continuing, the Communist Party spokesman said 
that the Peres-Shamir government will, under the cloak 
of a broad coalition, attempt to drastically undermine 
democratic freedoms in Israel and to sharpen racist dis­
crimination against the Arab national minority. This 
government will pave the way to fascist domination. 
The bill against racism which the Communists have 
presented to the Knesset again and again over the dec­
ades and has been rejected must be adopted by the 
Knesset without further delay and put into practice.

Referring to the government promise for conditio­
nal withdrawal from Lebanon, Tawfig Toubi stated that 
the new Defense Minister Rabin (Labor Party) made 
the withdrawal pre-conditioned on so-called security 
measures such as transferring military rule to the Israeli 
mercenary militia under the command of General La- 
had, of the so-called South Lebanese Army. This adds <■ 
up to perpetuating Israeli military and political inter­
vention in the internal affairs of the sovereign state of 
Lebanon.

The Peres-Shamir government will be an extreme 
anti-labor government warned Toubi. It will put the en­
tire burden of the economic crisis caused by the policy 
September-October, 1984

The 11 page government program distributed 
among the Knesset deputies and the press gives rise to 
very grave concerns for the future as well as for the 
well-being of the peoples of the region and world 
peace, as well as for the working masses in Israel.

This government will escalate even more than 
hitherto the aggressive nature of the U.S.-Israeli Mili­
tary Alliance with Israeli connivance against the peo­
ples’ liberation struggles and against the Soviet Union 
in the region and worldwide. It will strengthen the serv­
ices rendered to American and domestic oil and arms 
monopolies and financial oligarchies. Although the 
government program contains also somewhat of a 
promise to withdraw from Lebanon, it pre-conditions it 
upon the establishment in Southern Lebanon Israeli- 
dictated so-called security measures. It remains obsti­
nate about not withdrawing from the Arab territories 
occupied since 1967 or to negotiate in any form with 
the PLO. The program looks forward to further Jewish 
colonization of the stolen Palestinian soil in the occu­
pied territories either by more settlements or by enlarg­
ing the existing ones.

In his opening remarks in the Knesset, Tawfig 
Toubi observed that the Labor Party could have easily, 
if it had wished to do so, formed a stable anti-Likud 
government together with its former allies of the Labor 
Alignment and all other anti-Likud members of the 
Knesset. He said that the new Peres-Shamir govern­
ment gives indication of a further turn to rightwing ex­
tremism which was unleashed after the 1967 war and 
the occupation of Arab territories. This further tum is 
not limited to the strengthening of the ultra-right and 
fascist parties but also evidences itself within the vet­
eran Zionist parties including the leadership of social 
democracy.

The Peres-Shamir government will place more 
obstacles on the way to a just and lasting peace with the 
Arab Palestinian people and the Arab neighboring 
states, Toubi stated. In spite of some hypocritical asser­
tions this government will continue Jewish colonization
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To Stop 
the Israeli Suicidal Policies

Hans Lebrecht is an Israeli correspondent for Jewish 
Affairs.

The following letter appeared in the September 
1984 issue of U.S. Farms News.

(Continued from page 6)
dence in the U.S. electorate, especially the people’s 
coalitions for peace, jobs and freedom. The times call 
for tightening the unity of the coalitions, strengthening 
their resolve and increasing their forces. These steps 
and these steps alone “will produce results we can live 
with over the next fouryears.” d
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of the Palestinian territories. The coalition partners are 
united in their intransigent refusal to recognize and re­
spect the national rights of the Palestinian people to 
self-determination and to establish their own indepen­
dent state in line with UN Resolutions. The coalition 
partners will refuse to negotiate with the PLO. This 
policy will bring further bloodshed and wars, Toubi 
warned.

In order to reach the longed-for peace, in order to 
stop once and for all the bloodshed, Israel has to with­
draw unconditionally from Lebanon and from all Arab 
territories held since 1967 and to respect the national 
rights of the Palestinian people. Only this will bring 
about peaceful co-existence between Israel and the 
Arab neighbors including the Palestinian people bring­
ing a happier future.

Tawfig Toubi condemned sharply the anti-Soviet 
instigations and intervention into the domestic affairs 
of the USSR, which were called for again by Peres in 
his opening remarks. This exposes the hypocrisy of his 
intention to improve relations between Israel and the 
Soviet Union contained in the government program, 
said Toubi. Continuing, he said that to reach under­
standing with the USSR, Israel has to stop the anti-So­
viet instigation campaign and to lead a totally different 
policy, a policy of peace and peaceful relations be­
tween nations.

The Israeli Communists and their DFPE partners 
11 upon all peace-loving people and champions of de- 

racy to unite and to lead an unwavering struggle 
t this Peres-Shamir government of national disas- 

I its downfall. The Communists call for struggle 
st and lasting peace, for defending and extend- 
rocratic freedoms and equality of civil rights for 

.ens as promised in Israel’s Independence Char-
> fight against the growing danger of fascism and 

re interests of the working masses. In this fashion 
lie democratic, progressive forces of peace will fulfill 

a most important patriotic task, said Toubi. 

Why is it that Israeli school children can write an 
open letter to Begin, saying his policy raises doubts in 
their minds as to Israel’s sincerity for peace; and why is 
it that 300 veteran officers can publish an advertise­
ment in the Israeli press, saying that if Begin persists 
on the settlement issue they will have to draw conclu­
sions as to the justness of Israel’s own cause; and De­
fense Minister Ezer Weizman can threaten to resign if 
work on the settlements is not terminated immediately 
— why, in that case, do I get called a traitor if I say the 
same thing? The Israelis have answers for everything, 
but they never have any solutions. What we need is for 
several big givers to the UJA to threaten to stop con­
tributing if Israel does not reteat from its suicidal posi­
tion. That is the only language the Iraelis understand.

Rabbi Balfour Brickner 
Co-director of the Social 

Action Commission Union of 
American Hebrew Congregations
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By Dean McFalls

Uris’ Exodus From Reason

By Elia Zureik

A Christian Voice 
for Israel and the Palestinians

This article, titled: On Behalf of the Pales­
tinians, was originally published in New Out­
look, Tel Aviv, March-April 1984 by the above 
U.S. author.

This review appeared in the Journal of Pal­
estine Studies, summer of1984.

The Haj, Leon Uris, Garden City, N.Y. 
Doubleday & Co., 1984, 566pages. $17.95.

I am a young American Christian who, after two 
months in Israel and the West Bank, wants to add his 
voice on behalf of the Palestinian people. I speak only 
for myself, as our group has disbanded.

We of the the Bethlehem Pilgrimage arrived in 
Haifa on December 4th to complete a 12,000 kilometer 
walk for nuclear disarmament, an eleven country out­
reach, a twenty-one month prayer for conversion of 
hearts and for peace . . .

Before entering Israel, we resolved to withhold 
comment, to listen and to learn. We attempted to 
deepen our understanding of the Jewish people . . . Ev­
erything we saw confirmed my admiration for a people 
so resilient, rich in culture, faith and determination. It 
taught me that this state is a kind of miracle, a fragile 
foothold which desperately needs international support.

Yet my admiration for Israel faded in the West 
Bank, as experience ground away at idealism. The sun 
was setting as we gathered in the ruins of a Palestinian 
family. They’d had about five minutes warning. Since 
1967, 1,350 homes had been demolished by govern­
ment order.

“The blow that does not kill me transforms me." 
Thus said a Tulkarm man, paraphrasing Arafat. He was 
aging prematurely, having suffered three consecutive, 
unexplained imprisonments, totalling ninety-six days.

Tension was still high in Nablus when we entered, 
carrying a banner marked “peace” in Hebrew, Arabic 
and five other languages. Locals winced at the word, 
days before, eleven year old Aiseh had been murdered 
by an outraged settler.

Outside the occupied territories, a week’s worth of 
stories were largely confirmed by literature, docu­
mentaries, journalists, professors and representatives 
of the three major religions. Yet I met few Israelis who 
dare to research, to openly acknowledge, and to oppose 
West Bank violations of human rights. One hears much 
about racism and discrimination. But the smokescreen 
of complexities, prejudices, loyalities, memories, fears 
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and propaganda seems to prevent decisive action for 
reform.

You may wonder at my presumption in writing 
this — I have to. My hands are stained with Palestinian 
blood. As an American, my ignorance, apathy and in­
action have permitted ongoing support of West Bank 
policies ... As a Christian, I accept a measure of guilt 
for past persecution of the Jewish people. However, 
this does not bind me to silence, to shouldering other 
avoidable burdens at the hands of men like Begin, Sha­
ron and Shamir.

While I worry about the future of Israel, I now 
worry more about the Palestinians. I have to ask myself 
these questions: What is the cost of security? What 
does faith in God have to say about the sacredness of 
human life, such as that of Palestinians? What are the 
implications of relying on military solutions in the nu­
clear age? What, once again, does it mean to be Israel?□

Growing up in the historic town of Acre in north­
ern Palestine, particularly after the establishment of the 
state of Israel in 1948, had special advantages — if 
they could be labelled as such. I recall vividly the excit­
ement that swept the town every time celebrities made 
their appearance in connection with making a movie. In 
the late 1950’s it was Otto Preminger, the film pro­
ducer, who brought us Paul Newman, Sal Mineo and 
the rest of the crew to shoot Leon Uris’ Exodus. The 
folk of the town have seen themselves play extras in too 
many movies. The cruel irony of all this is that they 
unwittingly took part in dramatizing events which con­
tributed immensely to falsifying their own history. No 
doubt the Otto Premingers of the 1980’s are now 
scrambling to turn Leon Uris’ latest fictional history 
The Haj into yet another "epic" film. Let us hope that at 
this time, should Uris and his ilk repeat their earlier
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I slept with mother, folded up in her arms, my 
head between her breasts. When my father and 
Ramiza (his step mother) made love every night, 
my mother lay awake, only a few feet from them, 
forced to listen to them have sex, sometimes half 
the night long. When my father kissed Ramiza, 
my mother’s massive body convulsed with pain. I 
could feel her fingers claw at me consciously and
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schemes, they would be promptly chased out of the 
town by the local population before another cruel hoax 
is perpetrated on them.

The New York Times, not known for its sympa­
thies either for the Arabs or the Palestinians, saw fit 
recently to publish a review of The Haj in which the 
book was severely criticized for having prejudice and 
propaganda “boom out from virtually every page of the 
book.” A random sample of adjectives used by Mr. 
Uris in his book to describe the Arabs and culled by the 
Times' reviewer include “lazy, cowardly, boastful, 
lustful, undependable, murderers, thieves and rapists.”

It is no exaggeration to say that, of the various eth­
nic groups populating the planet, Arabs and Muslims 
continue to be fair game for movie producers, writers 
and pseudo artists of all shades who have decided to 
trade hate for fame and bucks.

In The Haj, Uris purports to take his reader on a 
historical tour to document the Palestine-Israel conflict 
as seen through the eyes of Palestinians — a commend­
able task on the face of it, bearing in mind that his ear­
lier book Exodus, full of inaccuracies and bias against 
the Palestinians, depicted in heroic terms Jewish flight 
from anti-Semitic Europe to settle in Palestine. Instead, 
what emerges from the book is a highly vindictive and 
historically distorted account of the conflict in which 
history has been abused beyond recognition and used as 
a tool on which to hang an elaborate edifice of hate. 
The book reveals very little about either Arabs or Jews, 
but much more about Leon Uris’ distorted perception 
f the world.

In close to 600 pages, and for 20 dollars, the 
:r is invited to be entertained and enlightened 

the complexities of the Middle East conflict 
;h episodes such as the following: on page one, 
: told that Arabs believe only in the “power of the 

er,” on page two that “Arabs are gifted in matters 
antasy and magic ,” and eight pages later a'central 

irab protagonist in the novel, a young mart fty the 
name of Ishmael, recalls the reaction of his mother, 
who was humiliated by his father’s marriage to another 
woman, in the following words:

hear her stifled sobs and sometimes I could feel 
her tears. And when I wept as well, she soothed 
me by stroking my genitals, (p. 10).

Follwing the incest scene, we are told two pages later 
that for Arabs “the tradition of parental indifference is a 
way of life.” Before the reader reaches page thirty, he 
discovers that the “Arab ideal” is the “bedouin who is a 
thief, assassin and raider.” Thirty pages hence we arc 
confronted with a ghastly scene in which a Palestinian 
rapes a pregnant Jewish woman and nearly hacks her to 
death. Not to be accused that he is not well versed in 
Koranic principles, now that he has demonstrated his 
superb knowledge of Arab culture and politics, Uris 
goes on to tell us through the words of one of his Arab 
protagonists that, according to the Koran, the Nazi 
“death camps were the fulfillment of (Prophet) Mo­
hammad’s prophecy,” and that during Ramadan, the 
holy month of fasting, Muslims “start going crazy" and 
become possessed with the “majnoun (mad) spirit.” 
Would Uris dare describe Jews, Christians or any 
group that practices religious fasting in such terms and 
get away with it? Definitely not.

Even during the rare occasions when the Palestin­
ians surface not as losers, thieves and terrorists but as 
professionals, Uris does not hesitate to portray them in 
sub-human terms. This is the fate of Mohammad, thej 
bisexual physician, who worked in one of the Palestin­
ian refugee camps. He comes across as totally unscru­
pulous, corrupt and perverted, and gets away with mo­
lesting young boys and living on bribery. In order not 
to be misled and think that this man is an aberration, we 
are assured by Uris that people like Mohammed are to 
be found “everywhere” in the Arab world.

The cause of the defeat and destruction of the 
Arabs is to be found in their psyche, culture and reli­
gion. Luckily for him, Ishmael is saved from Armaged­
don and instead joins his sister Nada, whose body was 
found mutilated in a garbage dump in Jericho after she 
had told her father Ibrahim that she was no longer a 
virgin. In explaining the cause of this sorry state of af­
fairs, Dr. Mudhil, an archeologist, comes up with the 
foilwing revelation:

In ten, twenty, thirty years the world of Islam will 
begin to consume itself in madness. We cannot 
live with or accomodate the outside world . . ■ 
We never have. We are incapable of change. The 
devil who makes us crazy is now devouring us. 
We cannot stop ourselves. And if we are not 
stopped we will march, with the rest of the world, 
to the Day of the Burning. What we are now wit-
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nessing, Ishamael, now, is the beginning of Ar­
mageddon (p. 547).

This is the fate of the Arabs who are “accursed among 
all living creatures.”

Contrast these horrendous images to those offered 
of Jewish characters in the novel. The main Jewish pro­
tagonist, Gideon Asch, is depicted as a dedicated “pio­
neer” who immigrated to Palestine in the 1880s to 
make the desert bloom. Gideon wore a “neat blond 
beard” had “blue eyes” and a “reputation for bravery." 
He came to “the backwater Palestine which was neither 
fish nor foul — a no-man’s land — ... a desolate, 
desparate land.” Gideon came to bring Palestine a “b- 
lossoming of culture” and “progress.” It was only after 
Jewish colonists began to expand and build their set­
tlements that “the sweet voice of springtime was again 
heard in Palestine.”

Gideon, the all round and gifted individual, was a 
decorated officer as a result of his service to the British 
in Palestine, and went on eventually to set up the Haga- 
nah in the 1920s, the forerunner of Israel’s current 
army. However, his major contribution to Palestinian- 
Jewish relations was his sexual prowess. “In a nearby 
cave,” we are told, Gideon rendezvoused secretly with 
Arab women and due to “his strength of youth” they 
were “very natural with him and for the moment (they) 
seemed relieved from the eternal shadow of shame.” At 
the end of his exploit, Gideon, who was an accom­
plished horseman, would ride away in the sunset leav­
ing the Palestinian girls to giggle and smile with con­
tentment.

Arab-baiting is not a new phenomenon. The mov­
ies, television, popular press and even comics are re­
plete with negative and racist imagery about the Arabs. 
Professor Lawrence Michalak of the Middle Eastern 
Studies Center at the University of California, Berkeley 
points out in a recent study that as far back as the 1920s 
Arabs were depicted by Hollywood as teacherous and 
shady characters. More recently, he cites at least 15 
other movies from Exodus to To Cast a Giant Shadow, 
Network, Rollover, The Trenchcoat and, we might add, 
Protocol, now in progress, in which the Arab image 
has acquired new dimensions mainly that of the inter­
national conspirator who holds the world at bay by 
means of financial power and terrorism.

What is new, and emerges clearly from Leon Uris’ 
The Haj, is the resorting to religious and biblical sym­
bolism in which Armageddon looms above humanity, 
and where the forces of good and evil are explicitly 
delineated for the ultimate showdown. Here enter Jerry 
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Falwell, Ronald Reagan ad other members of the New 
Religious Right where literal interpretation of the Bible 
is given an added ominous dimension, for this time the 
“prophecy” is about to be acted upon by men who com­
mand large audiences and have temendous power in 
bringing about the coming of the Millennium. Consider 
the following rhetorical question raised by William 
Martin, a sociology professor at Rice University, in an 
article whcih was published two years ago in the mag­
azine Atlantic:

... If a president were to appoint one or 
more pre-millennials to key foreign-policy posts 
(who at the confirmation hearings would think to 
probe for beliefs about the Second Coming?), 
what incentive would they have to work for last­
ing peace in the Middle East, since they would 
regard a Russian-led attack on Israel as a nec­
essary precursor of the Millennium? . . . And if 
the nuclear destruction of Russia is fordained, in 
some premillennial schemes, might not a funda­
mentalist politican or general regard his finger 
on the button as an instrument of God’s eternal 
purpose? (Atlantic Vol. 249, no.6 (June 1982) 
pp. 31-38).

It is tempting to dismiss The Haj as a combination 
of pornography and adventure, except that Uris echoes 
a familiar ring in which Orientalism has sunk to yet 
greater depths. In reading Uris, one could not help but 
recall Raphael Patai’s prognostications in The Arab 
Mind about Arab sexuality, culture, proclivity to exag­
geration, undependability, dogmatism and total inepti­
tude. The fact that Patai footnoted his work in support 
of his claims to give it the appearance of scholarship 
does not alter the common Orientalist genealogy of 
both works.

Think about it. Mr. Uris contributed a dispropor­
tionate disservice to the cause of peace in the Middle 
East and elsewhere by concocting images of people 
where humanity is divided into two neat camps: the 
good and the evil. And that latter camp, in the case of 
the Middle East — the Palestinians, other Arabs and 
Muslims in general, is expendible in the cause of the 
Second Coming. The ground is being prepared to im­
pose so-called pre-ordained solutions on the Middle 
East conflict where racist imagery and warped religious 
fervor are being mobilized to serve political causes. 
The fact that The Haj is number two on the New York 
Times' best-seller list and is sure to climb to number 
one soon, gives one cause to wonder what it is that peo­
ple find so gripping in such works. Do we dare contem­
plate the answer? 
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By Terry Galpin-Plattner

Israeli-Palestinian Women: 
Perspective on Peace 

and Development

IWzar is the most crucial issue facing Israeli and 
alestinian women today?

Rita: For men and women alike, Israel’s invasion 
of Lebanon and the massacres proved to us that Israel is 
out to destroy Palestinian people, as well as our politi­
cal and social infrastructure. It became clear to us once 
again, that we Palestinians have to rely on ourselves to 
solve our own problems. Moreover, the war showed us 
that the world still doesn’t understand that Palestinians 
cannot be annihilated simply by militarily attacking the 
PLO, which remains for us the central symbol of our 
social, political and cultural identity. Palestinians saw 
clearly that U.S. policy is out to control the Middle 
East by annihilating the PLO and installing a puppet 
government in Lebanon that will serve U.S. intersts, 
rather than the interests of the Lebanese people.

You know, the masssacres really shocked us, and 
it took people on the West Bank and Gaza months to 
figure out what to do next. But there’s a new movement 
emerging now with a ferocious determination to rebuild 
our institutions in order to survive as a people. Finally, 
there was another new realizaton — namely that there 
are two kinds of Isrealis. It was amazing to see large 
numbers of Israelis opposing what their government 
was doing in Lebanon — 50,000 Israelis demonstrated 
in Tel Aviv within one week after the invasion.

Tammi: Lebanese invasion brought important 
changes to Israeli society. It was the first time the Is­
raeli government couldn't justify adequately what it 
was doing, and it was viewed as unnecessary and im­
moral by many Israelis. For the first time, Israelis 
doubted their government — over 60 percent support 
withdrawal from Lebanon. Israelis have not forgotten 
that for 11 months before the invasion there was a
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How has the war in Lebanon affected your respec­
tive societies?

Tammi: You can’t be an occupier without becom­
ing an oppressor, and that changes your mentality. Ei­
ther people learn to ignore facts and truths, or people 
allow their values to change in order to justify the reali­
ties they see, which is what I sec happening in Israel. 
I’m very concerned about the changes in Israel’s moral 
fibre.

How has Israeli occupation of the West Bank and 
Gaza influenced Israelis?

Tammi: In Israel, it’s difficult to separate social 
from political trends. In the early days, women’s role 
was more equal, and women worked very successfully 
side by side with men. But for a while now, Israeli so­
ciety has been moving in the other direction. As Israel 
increases its emphasis on military policies, the role and 
status of women are naturally affected because so much 
national energy (including over 60 percent of our na­
tional budget) is directed toward the military. Thus, the 
militay occupation of Lebanon, the West Bank and 
Gaza is draining national resources that should be used 
in improving the quality of our domestic lives, includ­
ing women.

Rita: For Palestinian women, it is our struggle for 
national survival in the face of Israel’s attempt to ac­
quire land without people. This problem faces all Pal­
estinians — men and women alike. It’s difficult to 
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speak about feminism and goals for women separate 
from our concern for national survival. Palestinian 
women suffer from the effects of the occupation more 
than from male domination.

For the first time, Israeli and Palestinian women 
nationals spoke together in the U.S. under the auspices 
of WILPF and the American Friends Service Commit­
tee. Their special message focused on the influence of 
war, peace, economic and political development on 
women’s lives in the Middle East, and how Israeli and 
Palestinian women can hope to influence the processes 
of economic and political development and the pros­
pects for Israeli/Palestinian peace. A Sabra Israeli, 
Tammi Berger teaches literature at Tel Aviv Univer­
sity, is on staff at the progressive publishing house, 
MIFRAS, and shares leadership in the Israeli Commit- 
ee in Solidarity with BirZeit. West Bank Palestinian, 

•a Glacaman teaches biological sciences at BirZeit 
versity on the West Bank and works with rural 
ten’s health clinics. These two remarkable women 
: their views:

With permission we are publishing this article 
which originally appeared in the JuneUuly 1984 
issue of a publication of the Women’s Interna­
tional League for Peace and Freedom.
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ceasefire agreement by the PLO and the Israeli govern­
ment, and not one bullet was fired on the northern bor­
der. A growing number of Israelis are realizing that 
while their attention and energies were directed toward 
the war in Lebanon, there was a big push by the Israeli 
government to increase the number of Israeli set­
tlements on the West Bank. They’re feeling somewhat 
duped by this. As our economic situation worsens (pro­
jections are for over 200 percent inflation this coming 
year), an increasing number of Israelis realize just what 
military policies and the expansion of the settlements 
are costing them in daily terms.

What kind of links are there between West Bank 
and Israeli women?

Tammi: Most contacts are carried out through the 
peace movement (Peace Now or the Committee for 
Solidarity with BirZeit) which includes men and 
women. One other example is an Israeli group called 
Women Against Occupation, which emerged right after 
the invasion. It meets frequently with West Bank 
Women and sometimes holds press conferences to 
draw attention to important happenings, especially the 
conditions of West Bank prisoners.

Rita: As far back as 1968 progressive Israelis and 
Palestinians were in contact with each other, although 
much contact was individual beacause of the difficul­
ties involved. It has recently grown in number and in­
cludes groups as well as individuals. The policies of the 
Likud government begun in the late 70’s polarized the 
situation which resulted in the formation of the Com­
mittee in Solidarity with BirZeit, a group of Israelis 
formed to protest the severe affects of military occupa­
tion on Palestinian institutions and educational life. 
Our educational institutions are tied closely to our total 
life and culture, and provide essential community serv­
ices in villages, as well as traditional classroom teach­
ing.

Rita, can you describe the West Bank Women’s 
Committees and how they work?

Tammi: As I’ve said, it has been very difficult to 
tie social problems (including the role of women) to the 
Israeli/Palestinian conflict, but I’m hopeful about com­
ing changes. Because the Israeli woman or the Palestin­
ian woman doesn’t experience daily severe military and 
political oppression, the motivation isn’t quite there for 
her. However, as all people realize how the continued 
occupation of Lebanon, the West Bank and Gaza, as 
well as the development of settlements, is negatively 
impacting their own lives, they will be more likely to 
push for social changes. This will obviously include a 
movement toward a political solution of the Israeli/Pa­
lestinian conflict.

What can we in the U.S. do toward a peaceful, 
stable Middle East?

ticipation beyond the urban areas, spreading out to be­
come grassroots organizations. Thus, when the military 
government closes a women’s center now, the work 
continues because it is broad-based, both socially and 
geographically. It has been shocking to realize the ex­
tent to which basic needs in health care, literacy train­
ing and vocational training have not been met. These 
are the areas the Women’s Committees concentrate on 
and this work directs women’s participation toward the 
mainstream of our national movement. It’s a very ex­
citing development and will not be easily broken down 
by the military occupation.

Tammi: If people in the U.S want to see peace in 
the Middle East, they must recognize that present U.S. 
policy is harmful to Israelis and Palestinian Arabs, as 
well as U.S. citizens. It appears that the U.S. wants to 
dominate the Middle East, rather than to help realize a 
stable, self-determined region there. U.S people must 
act on that recognition, just as they did with Vietnam, 
and are currently doing with El Salvador. Although Is­
rael needs U.S. financial support at this time in history, 
there are two changes that U.S. people must work to­
ward:

Tammi, in Palestinian communities, a change in 
the role of women has come as a direct result of the 
affects of the military occupation. You say that just the 
opposite is true for Israeli women, that changes for 
women won't come unless it’s through Israel’s re­
sponse to the Israeli/Palestinian conflict. How are 
women in Israeli society able to contribute to the 
changes you envision?

Rita: These are what we call the “New 
Movement,” which is a result of the experiences of the 
early occupation. The earlier model was the traditional 
“charitable” one created by our mothers, which unfor­
tunately was concentrated in the cities, neglecting the 
rural areas. The centralized nature of these charitable 
groups left them an easy target for the military occupa­
tion. The New Movement has broadened women’s par-
September-October, 1984
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Soviet Peace Committee Visits Israel
In March, 1984, Chaim Shur, editor of the 

Israeli monthly, New Outlook, and Liora Bar­
ash, its managing editor, met with Yuri Drondov, 
head of the Asia, Africa and Middle East Depart­
ment of the Soviet Peace Committee, and Alexan­
der Krosnov, of the Novosti Press Agency. They 
were part of a Soviet peace delegration invited by 
fifteen Knesset members and the Public Commit­
tee for Better Relations between Israel and the 
Soviet Union. The delegation's purpose was to 
meet with various non-governmental peace 
groups, such as Yesh Gvul, the Committee for 
Peace Between Israelis and Palestinians, Peace 
Now, and the Committee for Solidarity with Bir 
Zeil University. This interview was published in 
New Outlook, May 1984.

David makes no steps toward settling the Palestinian 
question, and we are therefore against it. In our opinion 
it has only complicated the problem.

N.O.: You are in favor of a Palestinian state, as 
we are. You see the PLO as the legitimate represen­
tative of the Palestinian people, as we do. But some 
groups within the PLO have opted for terrorism. 
What is your reaction to this?

S.D.: The only way to find a solution to any inter­
national problem is through direct contacts, without 
any mediators. There are a number of different tenden­
cies within the PLO, but as we have seen from our 
short stay in Israel, your public opinon is not homoge­
neous either. There is Rakah, Gush Emunim, Yesh 
Gvul; they all adhere to different versions of a set­

tlement.
N.O.: So you arc against terrorism?
S.D.: Certainly we are against terrorism as a 

method of politics. However, saying this, we must also 
realize that tenorism in this region was bom out of des­
peration. Given the conditions in the camps in Leb­
anon, the fact that the Palestinians hear from the Israe­
lis every day that they do not exist as a nation, and that 
there is no chance for the establishment of a Palestinian 
state, it is no wonder that, through despair, they resort 
to terrorism. So certainly we are against terrorism, but 
firstly we must think about the conditions which give 

rise to it.
N.O.: What is your position concerning the 

withdrawal of all foreign forces from Lebanon?
S.D.: The lesson to be learned from Lebanon is 

that no problem can be settled by the use of power. 
Political negotiations are needed to solve all issues. We 
advocate the withdrawal of all the foreign foces from 
Lebanon. Firstly, however, Israel, who we see as the 
aggressor, should withdraw. After Israel announces the 
withdrawal of its forces, there will be the opportunity 
to withdraw all the other foreign forces. Representa­
tives of the Israeli government have said mnay times 
that Israel can shell Damascus from its present posi­
tions. Under these conditions Syria is afraid that Israel 
will use its strategic positions to start a war with Syria.

N.O.: If there were an international conference 
on the Middle East tomorrow, what would be your 
proposals?S.D.: There are six basic points we would insist 
upon at any international conference; firstly, the with­
drawal of all Israeli troops from the territories occupied 
in 1967; secondly, the ensuring of legitimate Palestin-

Jewish Affairs

N.O.: Why hasn’t the Soviet Union resumed 
diplomatic relations with Israel?

S.D.: Diplomatic relations were broken in 1967 
after the Israeli aggression. Since the conditions have 
not changed, we cannot, at this time, resume diplo­
matic relations. If diplomatic relations were resumed, it 
might be assumed that we have come to the conclusion 
that all Israeli policies over the last seventeen years 
were right, but we do not think so.

N.O.: The Soviet Union is a superpower and as 
such it does many things out of international re- 

jonsibility. Do you not therefore think that a So- 
I Embassy in Israel could only enhance the pros- 

’pr peace?
Certainly the Soviet Union is a superpower, 

ourse, no international problem can be settled 
its participation. However, there are certain 
ns that would have to be met before diplomatic 

s could be resumed. Foreign Minister Gromyko 
Jpeated many times that we are not against Israel. 

, are ready to resume diplomatic relations with Israel 
after it changes its policies. Also, as one of our Israeli 
friends has pointed out, resuming diplomatic relations 
at this stage would be a great gift to the present Israeli 
government.

N.O.: Why were you against the Camp David 
Accords?

S.D.: As far as we are concerned the major prob­
lem in the Middle East is the Palestinian problem. This 
problem must be settled. This means an independent 
Palestinian state, alongside the State of Israel. Camp 
Page 16



A Fond Farewell to Jack Cohen

By Edith Beck

What are your visions for the future?

Terry Galpin-Plattner is a member of Denver WILPF, 
National Middle East Committee, Denver AFSC Mid­
dle East Staff.

(Continued from page 15)
ian rights in a Palestinian national state; thirdly, free 
access to all religious places in Jerusalem, and the in­
clusion of East Jerusalem in the Palestinian state; 
fourthly, mutual security guarantees for the existence 
of all states in the region; fifthly, a cessation of the state 
of war between Israel and the Arab countries; and 
sixthly, international guarantees by the UN Security 
Council.

Most beautiful, most rare
Is a gracious old age
Which has drawn from life
The skills to take in
Its varied strands—
This greatest skill of of all —
To fight the bitter,
Take the sweet—
And make it beautiful!'

Excerpt from a poem quoted by the 
Rev. Philip Zwerling at a memorial meet­
ing.

The leaves are wrinkling — one by one they fall 
away . . .

Last Sunday we gathered to say goodbye to one of 
our old comrades, Jack Cohen.

The Rev. Zwerling of the First Unitarian Church 
opened the gathering with a poetic, yet realistic tribute 
to the man. He spoke of the man as forever seeking 
more knowledge. The man who gave of himself to the 
causes he believed in — a representative of the “Hu­
manist Society.” Jack belonged to, spoke of, devotion 
to “humanist” causes.

Friends from the Jewelry Workers Union spoke of 
his past in building the Jewelry Workers Union.

A moving and interesting part came when his 
children stood up and spoke of their father and the le­
gacy he left them.

They spoke little of their own feelings (we could 
tell). They read his writings. They let Jack speak 
through his writings.

Rambling, unorganized, yet he succeeded to leave 
in writing his history ;

His flight from pogroms — to Germany. In Ger­
many finding a vista for learning and knowing.

His migration to America — his continued quest 
for education and knowing, thinking.

And as a worker he found the labor movement — 
trade unions, etc.

In one of his papers he said, “In the labor 
movement I found my home.”

He was one of the founders of the Jewelry Work­
ers Union and a life-time activist.

Lyrical, poetic, moving — true as this was, one
17

Both: We dream of a progressive, independent, 
productive and peaceful Middle East. We know this 
will take a long, long time and will include a time in 
whch strong national identities for both Israelis and 
Palestinians — that is, two separate states side by side 
— will prevail. Still, we’re hopeful and do see people 
beginning to change. We hope you and other friends of 
the Middle East will join in our efforts. 

•U.S. arms shipments to Israel only encourage more 
bloodshed, Israeli and Palestinian alike, and must be 
stopped.
• Continued U.S. financial and moral support for Is­
raeli settlements is destructive for both societies, and it 
is essential to raise your voices against the continuation 
of this U.S. support now.

Rita: Of course, I agree with Tammi, but would 
also like to encourage people in the U.S. to go beyond 
the usual images and stereotypes of Israelis and Pales­
tinians by learning as much as possible about us. Get 
first hand contact, visit the Middle East to learn about 
these things directly. As we’ve toured all over the 
U.S., we have seen very little unity on these issues, 
even among the peace movement here. Greater unity 
and concentration of efforts are essential in working 
toward these goals.

N.O.: Finally, now that you have completed 
your visit to Israel, are you more optimistic than 
when you arrived?

S.D.: We are more optimistic. We have met many 
people, among them members of Knesset, who advo­
cate a position that is better, not only for Palestinians, 
but for Israelis too. 
September-October, 1984



Stan Gurfinkel is an activist in the UPU.

UPU Holds
First National Conference

(Continued from page 17)
fact, somehow not mentioned, as to the real dimensions 
oo this man. The apex, the zenith, the center of his 
thinking, active life, was really not told — in total. No 
one said it — that in his search and interest for knowl­
edge, history, theory — that all this — culminated and 
led him to the teachings of Marx, Engels and Lenin.

No one said that Jack proudly proclaimed that he 
was a communist and long time active, giving member 
of the Communist Party.

And, as we take stock, we, his contemporaries, to 
the legacy we are leaving our children and our country 
— we proudly say, “Jack walked with us.”

Rest well, dear Comrade!
Jewish Affairs

By Stan Gurfinkel
The United States section of the International Jew­

ish Peace Union (IPJU) held its first national confer­
ence on September 1 and 2 in Berkeley, California. 
Delegates from New York; Washington, D.C.; Boul­
der; Seattle and the San Francisco Bay Area were pre­
sent. Also attending was Maxim Ghilan, representing 
the International Secretariat of the UPU in Paris.

The International Jewish Peace Union was 
founded in June of 1982, just as Israeli armed forces 
began their invasion of Lebanon. At the founding con­
ference, a charter was drawn-up for the organization, 
stating Israel’s right to exist, the right of Palestinians to 
establish an independent homeland on the territories 
occupied by Israel in the 1967 War, mutual recognition 
between Israel and the Palestine Liberation Organiza­
tion and negotiations between the two.

Internationally, the UPU has branches in France, 
Holland, Sweden, Denmark, Britain, the United States 
and Israel. Efforts are now being made to establish a 
branch in Zimbabwe. Contacts are also being made in 
northern Africa and South America.

In the United States, the UPU has over 200 mem­
bers, half of them located in the San Francisco Bay 
Area. The Bay Area chapter was one of the major par­
ticipants in Berkeley’s Measure “E” Campaign this past 
Spring. The Measure called for a cut-back in aid to Is­
rael in the amount that Israel spends on the illegal set­
tlements in the West Bank. The campaign contributed 

hiding strong ties between the local chapters of the 
and the American-Arab Anti-Discrimination 
ttee (ADC). Nationwide, ADC is the largest 
-ab organization, with over 20,000 members, 
ary concerns are protecting and advancing the 
hts of Arabs in the United States, challenging 

sent U.S. position on the Arab-Israeli conflict, 
ombatting anti-Arab stereotypes in the media.

At the UPU national conference, Maxim Ghilan 
reported on a meeting of Non-Governmental Organiza­
tions he had attended in Geneva from August 20-22. 
Ninety-six organizations were present. Of these, six­
teen were chosen as a non-governmental advisory com­
mittee to the United Nations on the question of Pales­
tine. Among these sixteen were the International 
Jewish Peace Union, the Palestine Human Rights Cam­
paign, the World Peace Council, the Soviet Afro-Sian 
Solidarity Committee, the World Council of Churches, 
Page 18

Hadash (Front for Peace and Equality) from Israel, and 
British Trade Unionists for Palestine.

An important development at the Geneva confer­
ence was a worldwide petition drive introduced by the 
UPU. The petition calls for a convening of an interna­
tional peace conference involving all sides in the Mid­
dle-East conflict. This proposal was unanimously ac­
cepted by all ninety-six organizations present. A goal 
of ten million signatures was set. The petition would be 
used as a way to pressure countries, especially the 
United States and Israel, to participate in such a confer­
ence. The official starting date for the petition drive has 
been set by the United Nations for November 29, the 
date that the UN voted for the partition of Palestine in 
1947.

Several proposals were discussed and agreed upon 
at the UPU national conference. Among them was a 
proposal to "formerly cooperate" with the Rainbow Co­
alition, recognizing the important role that the Coali­
tion and Jesse Jackson’s candidacy has played, and will 
continue to play, in the progressive movement. Espe­
cially significant to the UPU is Jackson’s strong two- 
state position in the Middle-East, and his support for 
self-determination for both the Israeli and Palestinian 
peoples. It was also agreed upon to “formally cooper­
ate” with the American-Arab Anti-Discrimination 
Committee and the Palestine Human Rights Campaign 
on a national basis. A decision to initiate Black-Jewish 
dialogue, and the importance of re-establishing strong 
ties between the two communities, was reached by con­
sensus.

If interested in the UPU or any of its activities, 
please write to UPU; P.O. Box 5672; Berkeley, Cali­
fornia 94705. 
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Petititon To The President
Of The United States

The Founding Fathers of America made a wise choice about the Separation of 
Church and State and the prohibition against Establishment of Religion by the govern­
ment. Hundreds of years of bloody religious warfare and persecution in Europe led 
them to write the Constitution as they did.

For over200 years, America’s religious institutions and the religious liberty of its people 
have flourished without government endorsement or advocacy of their viewpoints. This, 
the American Way, has proven best for all of us.

I am alarmed by your recent efforts to inject ultrafundamentalist Christian religious 
doctrine into the laws and policies governing all of America’s citizens. I urge you to 
reconsider your position on these complex issues. The Presidency is an office of all the 
people — not a forum for any one particular religious dogma.

Jewish Americans, along with the overwhelming number of Americans of all religious 
persuasions are profoundly disturbed by the assumption by President Ronald Reagan of the 
role of “Evangelist-in-Chief. We fully endorse the position of the Kansas City Jewish 
Chronicle in its statement: “There is a clear and present danger in what happened at Dallas, 
where a fundamentalist brand of Christianity became the Republican proclaimed religion of 
the State.”

We, therefore, endorse the Petition below which is sponsored by “People for the Ameri­
can Way” and urge and immediate campaign to get a maximum number of petitions sent to 
the President. We would appreciate receiving reports on the campaign.

The Editorial Committee
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A rehearsal of the new play “Shroud" by Soviet play­
wright Tsezar Solodar.
Page 20

A scene from the play “Tevie the Milkman" by Sholom 
Aleichem.

A scene from the play “Stempenyu" by Sholom Aleichem.
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ing part in some festival, travelling expenses are made 
up to each company member."

The company is often referred to as Shalom Ale- 
chem’s theater, since the bulk of its productions are 
based on the Yiddish writings of Shalom Alechem and 
the founder of Russian Jewish drama Abraham Goldfa- 
den. Working on a production the actors study the na­
tional lifestyle, songs, dances, costumes and traditions 
which makes for veracity and exhilaration in both per­
formance and staging. The music for many of the pro­
ductions has been written by Max Epstein, an amateur 
composer from Birobidjan.

The theater’s repertoire is being steadily replen­
ished by the works of one of the leading Soviet writers 
in Yiddish, Boris Miller, who also lives in Birobidjan. 
His plays from the comedy Nothing Falls From the 
Moon to the drama 33 Knights are invariably centered 
on the contemporary life of the Soviet people.

Of late, Bertha Schielman has been taking much 
care of the company’s young generation, as she attrib­
utes prime importance to imparting love for the na­
tional culture to the young. A graduate of the Drama 
School in Moscow, Bertha Schielman has a long record 
in professional acting and directing. Now she is bend­
ing over backwards to pass her knowledge and experi­
ence on to young actors. Her choice of plays aims to 
attract audiences of varying ages.

When the Popular Jewish Theater gives a perfor­
mance at the Birobidjan Palace of Culture, the house is 
always packed. The company has toured successfully 
other cities and towns of the Jewish Autonomous Terri­
tory as well as neighbouring Habarovsk and Valadivos- 
tok, the major centers of the Soviet Far East. On top of 
that the actors of the theater are often recorded by the 
local radio station, which broadcasts in two languages, 
Russian and Yiddish.

The work of Bertha Schielman’s company and of 
the Jewish Chamber Musical Theater, that was set up 7 
years ago, has become integral to the advancement of 
modem Yiddish culture in the Jewish Autonomous Ter­
ritory, where there is a population of 200,000 people of 
over 20 ethnic origins. Incidentally, the two companies 
have recently put on gala performances incorporating 
pieces from their best old and more recent productions 
to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the formation of the 
Territory and the 125th birthday of Shalom Alechem.  
Scheer Konik is an actor at the Popular Jewish Musical 
and Drama Theater of Birobidjan and a contributor to 
the Birobidjaner Shtem, the local newspaper published 
in Yiddish. This article was first published by Novosti 
Press, Moscow.

Popular Jewish Theater
By Scheer Konik

The Popular Jewish Musical & Drama Theater in 
Birobidjan, the capital of the Jewish Autonomous Ter­
ritory in the USSR, has recently launched a new pro­
duction, The Scales, by renowned Soviet playwright 
Cezar Solodar.

It is the story of a Jewish family who have left the 
Soviet Union for Israel. In the “Promised Land” trade 
worker Grigori Gurvich, his wife Rosa and daughter 
Natalia, until recently a student at Medical College, run 
up against problems which none of them has ever had 
to cope with before.

“For the first time in many years of writing plays,” 
Cezar Solodar says, “I didn’t have to make up a single 
situation or biography. The Scales renders the life sto­
ries of many former Soviet citizens I came to know 
when travelling overseas. This entitles me to define the 
play’s genre as “dramatic fact.”

The dynamic and thrilling narrative of the play fas­
cinate the whole company, led by Bertha Schielman, 
age 76, an old hand at directing in the theater. The cast 
for The Scales consists of both veterans of the stage 
such as Michael Schein, Max and Hasya Epstein and 
Betya Gershkove, and young amateur actors including 
worker Anya Yasnogorodskaya, physician David Bek- 
ker, teacher Alexander Yarmakov and journalist Nina 
Voronina.

As the popular theater (this title is conferred on 
amateur groups — theaters, choral groups, orchestras, 
etc. for masterly performances) was established in 
1965, colorful playbills announced that the Amateur 
Jewish Theater would open with Shalom Alechem’s 
Yiddish classic Mazltof (Congratulations).

The first feather in the cap of the company started 
by artistic director Michael Bengelsdorf, musical direc­
tor Abram Gershkov and conductor Simon Grossman 
with the backing of the city authorities and the public of 
the Jewish Autonomous Territory, proved not to be the 
last.

“This company,” says Bertha Schielman, who has 
been running the theater since 1971, “has been pro­
vided with everything we need for fruitful work. The 
choice of plays is ours. The city authorities provide the 
funds to purchase costumes and make sets for each pro­
duction. We permanently rent the stage and a special 
rehearsal room at the Birobidjan Palace of Culture. 
Apart from myself, as artistic director, on the full-time 
staff of the company are a stage manager, musical di­
rector and choreographer. When we are on tour or tak-
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