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| Letters |
The following letter was sent to the New York Times on 
December 15, 1989 by our associate editor.

Herbert Mitgang’s December 9 review of Richard 
J. Evans’ In Hitler's Shadow: West German Historians 
and the Attempt to Escape from the Nazi Past is mistaken 
in applying to East Germany Evans’ conclusion that 
West Germany requires “a continuing, open and honest 
confrontation with the Nazi past” and in asserting that 
“East Germany never acknowledged the extent of the 
Holocaust to the same degree as the West German gov
ernment.” From its establishment in 1949, the German 
Democratic Republic (East Germany) has continuously 
confronted and actively eradicated the remnants of the 
Nazi past through its judicial and educational systems as 
well as its scholarly and belletristic literature. Unlike the 
Federal Republic of (West) Germany, the G.D.R. has 
excluded former Nazis from teaching or holding public 
office and prosecuted and severely punished every 
known war criminal within its jurisdiction.

The G.D.R.’s government-controlled publishing 
firms have produced a plethora of anti-Nazi publications 
but not a single work that apologizes for the Nazi past, 
including the Holocaust. Among the most important his
torical works on this subject are Klaus Drobish et al., 
eds., Jews Under the Swastika: The Persecution and Ex
termination of the German Jews 1933-1945 (1973) and 
Kurt Paetzold, ed., Persecution, Expulsion, Destruc
tion: Documents of Fascist Anti-Semitism 1933 to 1942 
(1984). Outstanding among belles-lettres are the works 
of the Jewish concentration camp survivor Peter Edel 
from his novel Sister of the Night (1947) to his 870-page 
biography (1979).

Obviously unaware of “what the East German his
torians. . . (have been) writ(ing) about the Third Reich’s 
atrocities,” Mr. Mitgang has apparently been led to as
sume the worst by what he believes to be the East Ger
man government’s failure to fulfill its “responsibility to 
the victims of the concentration camp.” This relates to 
the refusal of the East German government to provide 
monetary compensation to Jewish victims of Nazism in 
the lump sum payments provided by the West German 
government. Again, Mr. Mitgang is unaware of East 
Germany’s special “pension for the persecuted" which 
goes to every citizen who was in a concentration camp 
and every Jewish citizen, whether imprisoned or not, 
who lived in Germany from 1933 to 1945.

Mr. Mitgang’s implicit criticism of Evans’ book for 
not discussing East as well as West German revisionist 
historians of the Holocaust is unwarranted since there are 
none in East Germany.
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less than others, of electing a liberal anti-Reaganite 
pledged to prevent making New York City a "nukeport."

The uncharacteristically illiberal Jewish vote in this 
election underscores the need, brought out in Jon Weis- 
berger’s article in our last issue, for Communists and 
other progressives to do yearround political work in the 
Jewish community, which we now see does not automat
ically support progressive or liberal candidates when 
conservative or reactionary politicians are permitted to 
get away with falsely accusing them of being anti-Se
mitic. (For further discussion, see in this issue "Coali
tions Bring Electoral Victories).”

In Memoriam Salo W. Baron
The death of Salo Wittmayer Baron in New York 

at age 94 ends the career of the greatest Jewish historian 
of our time. Although he did not complete his monumen
tal world history of the Jews, whose 19th volume would 
only have reached the 1500s , his early (1938) three-vol
ume world history included the modem period and to
gether with his dozen other books and hundreds of arti
cles on every period of Jewish history' provides a 
comprehensive objective record of Jewish experience.

The title of both his incomplete and briefer world 
histories, A Social and Religious History of the Jews, 
may keep secular Jews away from them and other of Bar
on’s writings. But this title could well have been "A Se
cular and Religious History of the Jews", since under the 
rubric of “social" Baron deals with the non-religious di
mensions of Jewish life, from the economic to the ideo
logical. Baron does give much well-warranted attention 
to the development of the Jewish religion but, for all its 
importance in the pre-modem epoch, he does not present 
it as the determining factor in Jewish life at any time.

As a rabbi with a mastery of Jewish religious writ
ings, a social scientist with a comprehensive knowledge 
of the literature on the Jews and an historian with the 
ability to examine primary and secondary sources in 20 
languages, Baron is a most reliable interpreter of Jewish 
history. In addition to giving the non-religious dimen
sions of Jewish history their due. Baron — like his tea
cher, the secularist historian, Simon Dubnow — always 
combats what he calls the “lachrymose conception of 
Jewish history", the mistaken view that Jewish history 
essentially consists of persecution and suffering. With
out minimizing the periods of persecution and suffering, 
Baron demonstrates that these were a small portion of the 
centuries of peaceful and creative life of the Jews of Bab
ylonia, Spain, Poland and elsewhere. Again like Dub
now, in doing so, Baron demonstrates that the Jews have

Palestine and the Intifada
Jewish Affairs congratulates the Palestinian peo

ple on the first anniversary of the establishment of the 
state of Palestine (November 15) and the second anniver
sary of the start of the intifada (December 9). Despite 
more than 1,000 killed, 48,000 wounded and 64,000 
jailed during the past two years at the hands of the Israeli 
occupiers of their country, the Palestinian people have 
set the world an inspiring example of heroism and stead
fastness in continuing their unarmed struggle for national 
liberation against brutal military force. Hopefully, be
fore another year goes by we will join our Palestinian 
sisters and brothers in celebrating the end of the intifada 
and the beginning of a free and self-governing Palestine 
— and join our Israeli sisters and brothers in celebrating 
the redemption of Israel from the crime and shame of its 
present policies in the West Bank, Gaza and Jerusalem.

The New York City Jewish Vote
Although the Jewish vote for Mayor David Dinkins 

was higher than that of any other white ethnic group —at 
least 31% as compared to an average of about 25% —and 
the Dinkins campaign attributed its margin of victory to 
the 150,000 or so Jewish votes he received, it is trou
bling that over 65% of the predominantly Democratic 
Jewish electorate voted for the Republican candidate. 
We agree with the general view that racism was a factor 
in this. But we disagree that it was the principal factor. 
Certainly, New York City Jews are no more racist than 
Chicago Jews who voted for the progressive African 
American Mayor Harold Washington and Los Angeles 
Jews who voted for the liberal African American Mayor 
Tom Bradley against white opponents by two-thirds ma
jorities.

What made the difference in New York City was 
Jewish nationalism: Dinkins was tarred by the brush of 
anti-Semitism by his close association with Jesse Jack- 
son, who has been branded an enemy of the Jewish peo
ple by the Jewish establishment, Zionist ideologues and 
political demagogues like former Mayor Koch for his 
principled stand in favor of Palestinian self-determin
ation, his inadequate criticism of Rev. Farrakhan and his 
more than adequate apology for the “Hymietown" re
mark. Dinkins substantial record of support for Jewish 
causes, ranging from denunciation of Farrakhan’s anti- 
Semitism to protesting Reagan’s whitewash of the SS at 
Bitburg — and his uncritical support of Israel and the 
“Save Soviet Jewry” movement — was not sufficiently 
brought to the Jewish public. Nor was the importance for 
Jews, who need better education, health care, etc. no
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EVERY READER 
GET A READER

Whitewashing Official
U.S. Anti-Semitism

Alfred J. Kutzik
Recently, more than a year after the Republican 

Party’s Heritage Groups Council was charged with hav
ing anti-Semites and fascists of World War II vintage in 
its leadership, resulting in the resignation of several offi
cials, the Council has released a report denying these 
charges and accusing those making them of political and 
even monetary motivations.

The report accuses Russell Bellant, author of a de
tailed study of the fascist anti-Semitic backgrounds of 
several Council leaders, of working for the Democratic 
Party and the Wiesenthal Center, which had publicized 
this and demanded the firing of these officials, with hav
ing received Dukakis campaign funds for doing so. Bel
lant has denied the accusation noting that he had done the 
study four years before the 1988 presidential election 
when his findings were first widely publicized. The Wie
senthal Center has characterized the accusation that the 
Democratic National Committee paid the Center to call 
Heritage Council officials anti-Semites as “preposte
rous.” Typical of the Center’s and other Jewish organiza
tions’ reactions, the B’nai B’rith Anti-Defamation 
League’s Washington representative, Jess Hordes, called 
the Council’s report “a whitewash.”

Bellant’s study concluded that the Heritage Groups 
Council “appears to have consciously recruited some of 
its members and even some of its leaders from an Eastern 
European emigre network which includes anti-Semites, 
racists, authoritarians and fascists, including sympathiz
ers with Hitler’s Third Reich, former Nazis and even 
possible war criminals.” Although five officials in the 
Bush presidential campaign resigned as a result of Bel
lant’s findings and the demands of Jewish organizations 
like the Wiesenthal Center, Bush’s campaign spokesman 
called the charges “little more than politically motivated 
garbage” and campaign officials stated that these resig
nations were to avoid controversy during the campaign. 
After the campaign the Republican National Committee 
called upon the Heritage Council to investigate the 
charges, warning that the group’s affiliation with party 
was “in severe jeapordy.” When asked if the Council’s 
report satisfied the Republican National Committee, a 
spokesperson stated “We have no comment now. It is 
under review.”

Two months after the release of the report which is 
still “under review" by the Republican National Commit
tee despite its unanimous condemnation by Jewish or
ganizations, on December 11 Vice President Dan Quayle

(Continued on page 19)
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throughout their history been an international people and 
that Israel is only one of their many homelands.

For all this and more, the writings of Salo Baron 
should be recognized and utilized as part of the cultural 
heritage of secular progressive Jews.

From Shoestring to Conveyor Belt
In our last issue Jon Weisberger’s article “Some 

Notes on the Jewish Question" stated that, among other 
things reflecting the weakness of Communist work in the 
Jewish community, Jewish Affairs is being published 
“on a shoestring basis.” It is a fact that wc are just able to 
keep our heads above water financially since income 
from subscriptions and sales does not come close to cov
ering the cost of publishing the magazine, which is why 
we have to have periodic fund drives.

As most of our devoted supporters who gener
ously respond to appeals for financial contributions are 
getting on in age and dwindling in number, it is essential 
that we broaden our base of support among the younger 
generation of progressive and radical Jews. The best way 
of doing so, of course is to get them to subscribe to Jew
ish Affairs. Among the hundreds of thousands of pro
gressive and tens of thousands of radical young Jews 
throughout our country, there are many who would find 
Jewish Affairs to be their kind of magazine if they got to 
read it —especially today when the patently unjust poli
cies of Israel’s misrulers and the positive developments 
in Jewish life in the Soviet Union have removed the prin
cipal ideological obstacles that formerly prevented left- 
oriented Jews from accepting our internationalist-social
ist positions.

The editorial committee is taking steps to see to it 
that Jewish Affairs is sold or distributed at meetings, 
conferences, campus events, etc. where young Jews can 
be reached. However, we believe the most effective way 
of getting young subscribers is for our readers to give gift 
subscriptions to younger members of their families (at 
the special rate of $6.00). If every present subscriber 
were to get at least one other subscriber to Jewish Af
fairs, this would go a long way towards replacing the 
shoestring on which we presently' operate with a con
veyor belt that provides objective information and Marx
ist analysis to readers and adequate financial support for 
our magazine.
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Martin Luther King, Jr. — A Powerful Force For Our Time
In commemoration of Martin Luther King's birthday 
(January 15) and in observance of African American 
History Month (February), we reprint this editorial com
ment from the January 1990 issue o/Political Affairs.

righteousness like a mighty stream." It was this dedica
tion that finally brought him into irreversible conflict 
with the forces of racism, war and exploitation — the 
ruling class of our country.

King’s confidence in mass struggle, his belief that 
the material and spiritual wealth of our planet are the 
product of the creativity of ordinary people and should, 
therefore, be distributed among them, his vision of a sin
gle inviolable humanity were the intellectual foundations 
of his world view — a world view which was thoroughly 
democratic and increasingly revolutionary.

The core of his life and work centered upon the 
struggle to radically alter the millenia-old trajectory of 

human history that had 
plunged humanity too often 
into war and had subjected 
the majority of our planet’s 
people to exploitation and ap- 
pression. King sought to con
tribute to the process of 
emancipation of the peoples 
from oppression and war and, 
in so doing, to create the ac
tual foundations for a renewal 
of human civilization. Global 
political thinking and moral 
norms have begun to reflect 
King’s vision.

We Communists, having 
completed celebrations of the 
seventieth year of our found
ing, acknowledge an enor
mous debt to Martin Luther 
King, Jr. His leadership stim
ulated powerful mass forces 
that have created in the cur
rent situation positive condi

tions for the working class struggle. The labor movement 
as a whole, the Pittston and Eastern strikers on the picket 
lines today owe a profound debt of gratitude to King. 
The victories of African American elected officials, es
pecially in New York and Virginia, were built upon 
King’s legacy. The movements for equality of women, 
for the rights of the family farmers, youth and students 
and all U.S. citizens are deeply indebted to King.

Finally, the life and work of Manin Luther King, 
Jr. must be a weapon against those who study and make 
war, who exploit the working class, pollute our nation 
with the poisons of racism and male supremacy and ca-

(Continucd on page 10)

The brilliance of Martin Luther King, Jr. rests in his un
derstanding that masses make history. His courage lies in 
his applying his enormous genius to the strategic and tac
tical tasks of the movements for African American 
equality, world peace and social justice. It is remarkable 
that as we move further away from the time in which 
King lived and worked, the closer, it might be said, we 
come to the concrete actualization of his legacy and ide
als. Martin Luther King’s life 
and work have become a 
powerful and historic force in 
our time in the struggles to 
transform our nation and 
world. The last decade of the 
twentieth century is creating 
foundations for the unfolding 
of a new epoch in human his
tory. It is profoundly impor
tant at this moment that all 
fronts of struggle be inten
sified. In so doing, the exam
ple set by Martin Luther 
King, Jr. establishes a nec
essary example of forthright
ness, commitment and cour
age.

King drew strength and 
vision from earlier fighters 
for human justice. Among 
them were the Biblical proph
ets Isaiah and Amos and con
temporary figures such as 
scholar and preacher Vernon Johns and Communist 
Party leader Benjamin Davis, Jr.

He was drawn to the truth contained in the words he 
often quoted from Abolitionist preacher Theodore Par
ker, “The arc of the mortal universe is long, but it bends 
toward Justice."

King was bom to and nourished within the institu
tions of the African American church and community. 
His vision was shaped by the monumental events of our 
age — the Russian Revolution, the anti-Hitler struggle, 
and the labor and fanners movement of our country. He 
was unbending in his commitment to the world struggle 
to guarantee that, “Justice runs down like waters and
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Jon Weisberger 
brave souls predicting the exodus of virtually all Soviet 
Jews. Israeli authorities have been quite clear about their 
motives in approaching this issue; as Simcha Dinitz, 
Chairman of the Jewish Agency put it at the GA, “This is 
perhaps the last reserve of the Jewish diaspora that can 
come and help to fortify Israel.” In a similar vein, Amon 
Mantver, Director- General of the Agency’s Immigration 
and Absorption Department claimed that “This may be 
the last potential which Israel has of a fresh number of 
people who can really change the face of Israel.” The 
approach of the Israelis, then, has shifted from an em
phasis on the “urgency" of “saving Soviet Jews” as an 
end in itself to the “urgency” of increasing the Jewish 
population in Israel. Some Soviet Jewry movement 
forces in the US, on the other hand, have continued to 
argue that “imminent pogroms” make the “rescue” of So
viet Jews the top priority, and that if — as is currently 
the case — Soviet Jews arc unwilling to move to Israel, 
they must be brought to the United States. We are thus 
faced with the paradoxical sight of top Israelis arguing 
that anti-Semitism in the Soviet Union is “no longer” a 
serious threat (meaning that Soviet Jews who don’t want 
to emigrate to Israel should stay in the Soviet Union 
rather than go to the US), while some American Jewish 
leaders seek to build support for Soviet Jewish emigra
tion to the US by whipping up hysteria about “growing 
anti-Semitism” in the USSR.

The discussion at the GA, it seems, was (in the 
minds of the Israelis, at least), designed to strengthen the 
hand of US organizations such as the National Council of 
Soviet Jewry (which has already come out in support of 
the Israeli line) and to bring the UCSJ and related forces 
into line. The Israelis also came to ask for money, but 
took the precaution of finding American Jewish spokes
man to rattle the cup. Marvin Lender, national Chair
man-elect of the United Jewish Appeal (UJA), an
nounced that the UJA will undertake the raising of $350 
million dollars to assist Israel in resettlement (as well as, 
presumably, the mobilization of American Jews in sup
port of another $400 million in US government loan 
guarantees). This vast sum is to be allocated solely for 
resettlement in Israel; additional fund-raising will have 
to be done by local federations to help in the resettlement 
of Jews emigrating to the US. Yet at the same time this 
announcement was made, it was revealed that UJA’s 
Passage to Freedom campaign — which had a $75 mil

Of all the gatherings of American Jewry, few are 
more significant than the General Assembly of the Coun
cil of Jewish Federations. While not a strictly representa
tive meeting, since delegates are not elected by their 
communities or federations, the GA nevertheless is one 
of the biggest events in the American Jewish community 
and serves as a useful thermometer in taking its tempera
ture. This year’s GA, held between November 15 and 19 
in Cincinnati, attracted more than 2400 delegates from 
Jewish federations around the country.

The focus of the Assembly was on the issue of So
viet Jewry, though other topics — the Jewish family, 
Jewish education, aging, the changing synagogue, the 
Jewish press, how federations meet community needs 
and, of course, US and diaspora-Israeli relations — were 
dealt with in some of the dozens of workshops, plenaries 
and panels. Another key event was the speech given by 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir, whose visit to the 
GA was preceded and followed by Washington meetings 
with top Administration officials and Jewish community 
leaders. As important as Shamir’s speech was, what was 
more significant still was the flurry of activity by Jewish 
leaders and activists opposed to the rejectionist stance of 
the Israeli government. Indeed, the growing breadth of 
that opposition is likely to be one of the most significant 
features of Jewish-American life in 1990. The emphasis 
on Soviet Jewry represented a change in plans from the 
original GA schedule, and was prompted by recent 
events in Moscow, Washington and Israel, as well as, it 
seems likely, private pressure exerted by the Israelis and 
agencies of the Zionist movement. The agenda appeared 
to be two-fold: first, to put an end to the debate within 
the Soviet Jewry movement prompted by the decision to 
put a ceiling on the number of Soviet Jewish emigrants 
admitted to the US as refugees, and second, having ac
complished the unification of the Soviet Jewry move
ment around the priority of emigration to Israel, to har
ness the fund-raising capacity of the federations in 
support of Israel’s “absorption” of Soviet immigrants. 
The State Department’s decision to require a demonstra
tion of eligibility for refugee status by Soviet Jewish ap
plicants and the ceiling of 50,000 Soviet immigrants for 
1990 have provoked a wide-spread (and often laughable) 
discussion among Israeli and American Jews. Estimates 
of the number of immigrants over the next 3 to 5 years 
have ranged from 100,000 to 1,000,000, with a few
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lion target for resettlement in the US — had come up 
with only $44 million by mid-November. Bowing to the 
inevitable, officials announced that Passage to Freedom 
would end in December, regardless of its failure to come 
anywhere close to meeting the target. How a failure to 
raise $75 million is to be translated into a success in rais
ing almost 5 times as great an amount was not explained, 
leaving observers with the distinct impression that the 
UJA was whistling in the dark, especially since the $350 
million campaign is to be a separate line-item, meaning 
that general UJA funds (which also go to other Israeli 
projects and to domestic spending) cannot be used to 
make up shortfalls.

Almost completely lost in this discussion was the 
question of what relationship American Jews might de
velop with Soviet Jews who will not leave the USSR. 
Mandell Berman, Council of Jewish Federations presi
dent since 1987, argued that American Jews have a role 
to play in sustaining and encouraging Jewish life in the 
USSR, helping Soviet Jews to “develop a Jewish life 
unique to their own needs.” Arthur Hartman, former US 
Ambassador to the USSR, reminded listeners that 
“They’ve discovered their Jewishness. We should be 
helping them to have that kind of life,” and that “there is 
no one solution.”

But these reminders were few and far between. 
Prime Minister Shamir’s appearance at the General As
sembly was programmed to cap off the discussion of So
viet Jewish emigration and, indeed, much of Shamir’s 
speech was devoted to rallying American Jews in support 
of mandatory aliyah (“ascent” to Israel). But diplomatic 
activity around his “peace” proposal, coupled with a 
number of American Jewish initiatives to show opposi
tion to the Prime Minister’s bid for continued occupation 
of Palestinian land, overshadowed the original purpose 
of his visit. Opposition to Shamir took a variety of 
forms. The Cincinnati chapter of New Jewish Agenda, 
together with a local Palestinian coalition, pulled out 200 
demonstrators on a sub-freezing night for a three-hour 
vigil outside the General Assembly. The Jewish Peace 
Lobby released a letter to Shamir signed by 200 leading 
Reform and Conservative rabbis which called for him to 
“accept the principle of exchanging land for peace.” Tik- 
kun editor Michael Lerner bulldozed his way through re
porters at a photo opportunity held by Shamir and former 
President Ronald Reagan (with whom Shamir spent a 
friendly hour) to hand the Prime Minister a statement 
endorsed by several hundred intellectuals calling for an 
end to the occupation. And, most importantly, 41 promi
nent Jewish leaders presented an open letter to Shamir 
which warned him “not to mistake courtesy for consen
sus, or applause for endorsement of all the policies you

pursue.” This last letter, while offering the weakest crit
icism of Israel’s bankrupt occupation policy (going only 
so far as to say that “American Jews too hold diverse 
views,” and that “we believe most American Jews do not 
reject” the principle of land for peace with secure bor
ders), was the most significant because of the promi
nence of the signatures attached. Signers included The
odore Mann and Lewis Weinstein, past chairmen of the 
Conference of Presidents of Major American Jewish Or
ganizations; Jacqueline Levine, Michael Pelavin and 
Weinstein, past chairs of the National Jewish Commu
nity Relations Advisory Council; Morton Mandel, past 
president of the Council of Jewish Federations; Hyman 
Bookbinder, former Washington representative of the 
American Jewish Committee; Marver Bernstein, past 
president of Brandeis University; Joe Breslau, member 
of the Jewish Agency Board of Governors; Edward 
Sanders, past president of AIPAC (!); Sanford Solender, 
former executive vice-president of the New York UJA- 
Federation; Peggy Tishman, immediate past president of 
the New York UJA-Federation; George M. Zeltzer, pres
ident of the Federation of Jewish Culture; Rabbi Eugene 
Lipman, past president of the Central Conference of 
American Rabbis (the Reform rabbinical body); Rabbi 
Wolfe Kelman, former executive vice-president of the 
Rabbinical Assembly (the Conservative rabbinical 
body); Esther Leah Ritz of the Milwaukee Jewish Feder
ation and past presidents of the federations in Boston, 
Houston and Miami. Confronted by this list of leaders 
whose “pro-Israel” credentials are impeccable, the prime 
minister was reduced to ranting against “some groups 
whose profession it is to criticize the government of Is
rael." As the Washington Jewish Week laconically re
ported, ‘Asked whether Shamir was stating that the 41 
signers had made careers of Israel-bashing, spokesman 
Avi Pazner responded, “All I can say is that they are 
doing it today.” (IVJW. 11/23/89).

Shamir’s lead was bravely followed by B’nai B’rith 
President and Conference of Presidents’ chair Seymour 
Reich, who told the Jerusalem Post that “the American 
Jewish community is solidly behind the prime min
ister.... [the letter of the 41 is the work of] a few individ
uals who are out of sync with the Jewish mainstream.” 
(JP International Edition, 11/25/89). Yet for all Shamir’s 
(and Reich’s) bluster, the letter of the 41 was neither the 
first nor last criticism of Israeli policy during Shamir’s 
visit.

Prior to his appearance in Cincinnati, Shamir had 
met in Washington with representatives of the Congres
sional Black Caucus and Jewish congressmen to discuss 
the Israeli-South Africa connection. In an unusual move, 

(Continued on page 19)
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Lewis M. Moroze
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“Unity, unity, unity, organization and unity," 
brought about the victory of David Dinkins in the pri
mary election for the mayoralty of New York City said 
Jarvis Tyner, chairman of the Communist Party of N.Y. 
State in his address to the 17th Annual Jewish Affairs 
Dinner.

In the regular election every effort was made by the 
Giuliani-Reaganite reactionary cabal to undermine and 
split the coalition of people’s forces supporting David 
Dinkins for mayor of the country’s largest city.

Subtle racist propaganda was unleashed on tele
vision by the Republican campaign managers using tac
tics essentially like those employed by the Bush cam
paign committee to befoul the campaign of Michael 
Dukakis in the 1988 presidential elections. Though some 
elements of the voting population, including Jewish 
Americans, were poisoned by this racism, the unity of 
the groups supporting Dinkins held firm bringing about 
the Dinkins victory.

In an attempt to thwart the people’s coalition Presi
dent Bush himself was brought into the campaign to win 
the election for Giuliani. The broad coalition of people’s 
organizations in support of Dinkins led by African 
Americans, organized labor, Latin Americans and sec
tors of New York City’s multi-racial and multi-national 
population remained solid.

The victory in N.Y. City of David Dinkins and of 
other African American candidates across the nation is 
attributable not alone to the exemplary unity of the Afri
can American people but also to the involvement and 
vigorous support of organized labor, the civil liberties 
and civil rights constituencies and a significant sector of 
the Jewish American community. These elections na
tionwide were truly people’s victories.

It is estimated that 35% of the Jewish vote went to 
David Dinkins as compared with the over-all white vote 
of 30%. The Jewish vote could have been higher and 
should have been higher but for the extreme nationalism 
that affected the thinking of many Jewish voters. It is 
significant to note that Jewish votes assisted in the elec
tion of the liberal Democrats, Miriam Friedlander. Ruth 
Messinger and Elizabeth Holtzman. The Jewish vote for 
Giuliani was soft and will be overcome in the ongoing 
support of the policies promoted by the coalition which 
elected David Dinkins. In their majority, 75% of the 
Jewish population are employed in white and blue collar 
jobs, many of whom are active in their respective un
ions, and are dedicated to broadening and shoring up our

basic rights.
The record makes clear the Dinkins potential for ce

menting Jewish-African American relations on a mu
tually advantageous basis. The sensitivity of David Din
kins to this question is revealed in his remarks at the 
victory rally when he spoke about Jewish Americans 
commenting “that community is again a light unto the 
nations."

Working together on the issues of common concern 
will not only strengthen the bonds between Jewish 
Americans and African Americans but will, in the pro
cess, develop among Jewish Americans an understand
ing and an appreciation of the concerns of African Amer
icans for the right of the nationally-oppressed 
Palestinians who are determined to exercise their right to 
self-determination and to establish their State of Pales
tine alongside the State of Israel.

Further, in New York State this unity can help form 
and sustain a people’s coalition to bring about the pas
sage of the Patterson Bill, now in the N.Y. State Legis
lature, providing for the outlawing of and punishing acts 
of racism and anti-Semitism.

In New Jersey there is being currently launched a 
campaign to strengthen the existing state laws outlawing 
and punishing racist and anti-Semitic acts. The cunent 
temper of the voters across the breadth of our land makes 
possible the introduction of and the passage of similar 
legislation.

The arch reactionary forces are currently showing 
their fangs in the unprincipled, malicious and racist at
tacks on Dinkins under the guise of investigating certain 
financial dealings between himself and his son. The anti
people’s forces are smarting from their defeat by an Afri
can American community leader determined to lead a 
people’s coalition to make New York City livable for the 
overwhelming majority of its people.

Jewish Americans along with all sectors of the peo
ple's coalition will see the attacks for what they are. Our 
multi-racial, multi-national people banded together in 
the organizations that made the Dinkins victory possible 
are both determined and capable of defeating this cabal.
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Mr. Gordon is the assistant principal of Jackie Robinson 
Intermediate School in Brooklyn, N. Y.

Bernard Gordon
his traditional Hassidic garb, is walking along the street. 
Up ahead he sees two African American women engaged 
in conversation with each other. One stands at the base 
of the stoop of her house, while the other faces her from 
the curb across the narrow sidewalk. Since there is a reli
gious concept of modesty among Orthodox Jews which 
prohibits a man from walking between any two women 
when he can avoid doing so, the man crosses the street 
before reaching the women and continues on his way. 
The women notice the man’s actions and realize he has 
deliberately chosen to avoid coming near them. Since 
they unaware of the particular practice of Judaism which 
has motivated him, they mistakenly attribute his decision 
to pass by them to a deep hatred on his part of them and 
their people.

Item: Two African American children are out in 
their costumes during Halloween trick-or-treating. They 
ring the doorbell at the house of some people on their 
block, an observant Jewish couple whom they have often 
seen but never spoken to. The person answering the door 
is familiar with the general practices of the occasion and, 
in a spirit of neighborliness, takes two apples from her 
family’s provisions and gives one to each child. How
ever, soon afterwards, looking from her window, she 
sees the children throw their apples, untasted into a gar
bage can. Angry and disappointed, she erroneously con
cludes that the children hate her people so much they will 
not even accept food from them. However, what she 
does not know is that because of the constant possibility 
that some individuals with diseased personalities will use 
the trick-or-treating occasion as an opportunity to poison 
their neighbors’ children, parents and teachers have been 
warning youngsteis not tc eat an; unwrapped food they 
might receive while trick-or-trea’ing but <o dispose of it 
immediately. Since it is not in the religious Jewish chil
dren’s tradition to go trick-or-treating this well-meaning 
neighbor has not heard of any such warnings addressed 
to the children she knows and because following her reli
gious teachings keeps her from owning a television set, 
she is not even aware of the public service warnings be
ing made from that source.

Since such misunderstandings can often flare up 
into ugly incidents which might lead to confrontations 
between members of the two groups, many leaders of 
both groups have been working for a long time to build 
bridges of understanding between them. One such per

Crown Heights presents an unusual aspect to the so
cial observer. Located close to the center of Brooklyn, 
New York City’s most populous borough, this area con
tains one of the largest African-Caribbean-American 
communities in the entire state as well as one of the 
country’s largest communities of Orthodox Jews. What 
contributes even further toward making Crown Heights 
unique is that the great movement of these two groups to 
this locality took place concurrently and was accom
plished in only slightly more than one generation, as ear
lier groups of settlers in this neighborhood moved else
where, making room for these newcomers.

By an interesting coincidence, the members of these 
two groups had much more in common than the fact that 
they both happened to arrive in the same area at about the 
same time. Both had been ruthlessly and forcibly re
moved from their ancestral homelands and made to wan
der the earth to be treated like pariahs or, at best, second- 
class citizens. Each in its past had bome the ignominies 
of enslavement and for centuries both peoples have been 
subjected to the vilest and most horrendous forms of big
otry humanity has ever devised for its members. Each 
had been tortured on the racks of bias and hatred, yet had 
managed to survive, bleeding but unbroken. Now these 
two groups were living side by side in Brooklyn destined 
to build a new community together.

Unfortunately, this joint community-building was 
not to happen easily. Generally, members of both groups 
were essentially shy in relating to strangers. Moreover, 
their experiences under oppression, one through racism 
and the other through anti-Semitism, made them natu
rally wary of trusting anyone whom they identified, 
however mistakenly, as belonging to the majority group 
of outsiders who had persecuted them and their people 
for so long.

Building a harmonious relationship between the two 
groups was further complicated by the fact that each 
group had already developed certain traditions and atti
tudes which were unfamiliar to the other and so were 
often looked upon with suspicion. As a result, observers 
would occasionally note situations like the following, 
with their consequent misunderstandings:

Item: A pious Jewish man, noticeably distinctive by

A School Promotes Jewish- 
African American Understanding
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son is Sister Vergie Rasheedah Muhammad, the princi
pal of Jackie Robinson Intermediate School in Crown 
Heights. The only Black Muslim principal in the New 
York City public school system, she eschews the title 
Dr. — she holds an earned doctorate in education from 
Teachers College, Columbia University — preferring in
stead to be called Sister, but in the familial sense rather 
than the religious.

At the December awards ceremony of the National 
Emergency Civil Liberties Committee in New York 
City, she was flanked by twenty members of the Chaney- 
Goodman-Schwemer Academy of Multicultural Creative 
and Performing Arts she had created at her school. The 
people in attendance with her represented the various 
components of the Academy — parents, students, staff 
and consultants. They had come to pay homage to one of 
their youngsters who had been selected to honor Dr. Car
olyn Goodman, director of the Chaney-Goodman- 
Schwemer Coalition, with a performance of Edith Se
gal’s song, Tell It On And On, written in the memory of 
the three slain civil rights activists.

Sister Muhammad had conceived of the idea of the 
Academy during the past summer after she had met the 
financier, Michael Milken, who indicated that his family 
foundation was interested in adopting her school. She 
had long been concerned with the need to bring the 
youngsters from her school, almost all African Ameri
cans, together with the Orthodox Jewish children who 
lived near them but who did not really know each other. 
She felt that the additional funding the Foundation of 
Milken Families might make available to her school 
could be helpful in setting up such a project, so when the 
staff reconvened at the end of August, she broached the 
subject to them. Much to her pleasure they seized upon it 
and determined that whether or not they received any 
additional funding, they would bring her idea to fruition, 
and so the Academy was bom. It was agreed that the 
attitude exemplified by Andrew Goodman, James 
Chaney and Michael Schwemer would serve as an inspi
ration to the youngsters and for that reason the Academy 
was named after them.

Through the Academy it was felt that the pupils at 
Jackie Robinson would learn about their own culture and 
heritage and would prepare to transmit them to others, 
while at the same time learning about those of others. 
Operating through the stimulating vehicles of creative 
and performing arts they would additionally be moti
vated to read, write and study more. Thus the Academy 
would provide an especially effective learning environ
ment for the youngsters who participate in it.

To date, in addition to performance for NECLC al
ready noted, the Academy has taken part with outstand-

M.L. King, Jr. (Continued from page 5) 

priciously destroy the environment. In spite of efforts by 
“friend” and foe to distort and twist the meaning of his 
legacy, we remember him as he asked to be remem
bered.

He said:
Say that Martin Luther King, Jr. tried to love. . .1 want 
you to be able to say . . .1 did try to feed the hungry. . .1 
did try to clothe the naked. . .1 did try to visit those in 
prison. . .1 did try to love and serve humanity. Yes, if 
you want to say I was a drum major, say I was drum 
major for justice. Say 1 was a drum major for peace. I 
was a drum major for righteousness.

ing results in the International Black Storytelling Festival 
held recently at Medgar Evers College of the City Uni
versity of New York. Pupils have just begun working on 
a study of Shakespeare’s Othello, as part of a district
wide project, and will prepare scenes for a dramatic pre
sentation in the spring. A number of art and creative 
writing competitions have already been entered and pu
pils recently presented a Kwanzaa dance and culture pro
gram to their schoolmates. The drama, dance, debate, 
journalism, music and art groups are presently working, 
in some cases with sub-groups, in order to mount their 
productions.

Simultaneously, at this stage the school has already 
launched an outreach project in order to contact schools 
and other social agencies in this city and elsewhere to 
bring in programs and exchange experiences. The 
Brooklyn Borough President’s office has been notified as 
has the Board of Education, so that government officials 
might use their ability to publicize the Academy’s efforts 
to set up joint projects with other schools in both the pri
vate and the public sectors. A letter-exchange writing 
program with a middle school in Minnesota is .being set 
up and contacts are in the process of being made with the 
principals of some neighboring yeshivahs in Crown 
Heights, as well as in some other parochial and secular 
private schools, to arrange for cross-cultural learning ac
tivities involving both students and teachers.

The staff of the school is extremely optimistic about 
the Academy and the prognosis for its success is excel
lent. Thus, what started off as an attempt to bring mutual 
understanding to the two major ethnic groups in Crown 
Heights through a program in one school shows great 
promise of becoming a means eventually of broadening 
the multicultural understanding of the pupils in all of the 
public and private schools in the community as the idea 
spreads from one school to the next. 
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In addition to material for its tenement apartment 
project, the museum is interested in a wide range 
of material that relates to the World Before, The 
Holocaust and the Aftermath and Jews in America. 
These include artifacts (products used at the time), 
fine art (paintings, drawings, graphics and sculp
ture), photographs, films, documents and manu
scripts as well as personal memorabilia. While the 
museum prefers original photographs, documents, 
etc. and is prepared to provide copies to donors 
upon request, it would if necessary retain copies 
and return originals. To make your story a part of 
A Living Memorial to the Holocaust-Museum of 
Jewish Heritage, contact Esther Brumberg, Re
search Coordinator of the museum at 342 Madison 
Avenue, Suite 717, New York, NY 10173, (212) 
687-9141.

Museum Recreating Lower East Side N.Y. Apartment
Piece by piece, and board by board, the staff of a 

Living Memorial to the Holocaust-Museum of Jewish 
Heritage is assembling an authentic Lower East Side ten
ement apartment of the early 20th century. Ceiling fix
tures, wall paneling, copper cooking pots, family por
traits, and a mezuzah, all dating from the era of the great 
wave of Jewish immigration, are but a few of the items 
already acquired for this unique exhibit.

A Living Memorial to Holocaust-Museum of Jew
ish Heritage is scheduled to open to the public in 1992. 
The tenement apartment will be installed as part of the 
Museum’s permanent exhibition on Jewish immigration 
to and settlement in the United States, one of four major 
themes to be addressed by the Museum.

“The community of New York’s Lower East Side,” 
according to David Altshuler, director of the Museum, 
“was the largest and most significant Jewish immigrant 
presence in the United States, and its heritage has re
mained precious to both its former inhabitants and to 
their descendants. The Museum’s tenement apartment 
will provide a true sense of the life of that time.”

The basis architectural components of the apart
ment, including the window frames, ceiling fixtures, 
molding, floor boards and the sink and bathtub, have all 
been recovered from an 1898 building, still standing at 
Avenue A and East 2nd Street in New York City. The 
completed apartment on exhibit will be furnished, with 
authentic artifacts, to replicate a typical Jewish house
hold of the early 20th century.

Among the specific artifacts collected to date are a 
mezuzah, a Yiddish-English dictionary, an iron, a beds
pread, copper cooking pots, eyeglasses, P and G laundry 
soap, and family portraits in their original frames [see 
photo]. These artifacts have been donated to the Museum 
by private individuals and a trade association, and all 
were owned and/or used by residents of the Lower East 
Side at the turn of the century.

The tenement apartment project is being supervised 
by Esther Brumberg, research coordinator at the Mu
seum of Jewish Heritage. To continue outfitting the 
apartment in an authentic manner, the Museum is seek
ing major furnishings, such as a stove and beds, as well 
as everyday items including food packaging, books, 
kitchen utensils, and other household goods. Potential 
donors may contact Ms. Brumberg at the Museum of 
Jewish Heritage, 342 Madison Avenue, New York, 
N.Y. 10173, (212)-687-9141.

A Living Memorial to the Holocaust-Museum of 
Jewish Heritage is being created under the auspices of

the New York Holocaust Memorial Commission, and 
will be constructed in Battery Park City, on the Manhat
tan shoreline opposite the Statue of Liberty and Ellis Is
land. With a central programmatic focus on public edu
cation, the Museum will address four main themes: The 
World Before, The Holocaust, The Aftermath, and Jew
ish Immigration to the United States. Its completed fa
cilities will encompass permanent and temporary exhibi
tion galleries, a computerized interactive Learning 
Center, a memorial chamber, an auditorium, an educa
tion wing, a sculpture terrace, museum shop, dining fa
cility and administrative offices and workshops. The 
Museum, New York’s principal memorial to the six mil
lion Jews murdered during the Holocaust, is expected to 
attract more than 500.000 visitors annually.
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The slightly abridged text of the Birobidzhaner 
Shtern news report follows:

The meeting was opened by the chief editor of 
Sovetish Heymland, Aron Vergelis, who in his introduc
tory remarks referred to the sharp turning points in the 
life of our society and (of the need) to tie the fate of the 
culture of the Soviet Jews and of the creative forces of 
the Jewish people to the (country’s) reconstruction and to 
the broad prospects which are opening for the national 
cultures ofthe peoples of the USSR. . . .

Viewpoints and proposals on the establishment 
of the new All-Union cultural organization were offered 
by Ye. Yatzkovskis, honored jurist and writer of Vil
nius, Lithuania; A. G. Veshnievtzky, pedagogue and 
scientific researcher of Tashkent, Uzbekistan; L. Gal- 
insky, correspondent of the Ukrainian newspaper, 
Radianska Ukraina, of Kiev; Hershel Polyanker, Yid
dish writer in Kiev; Khaim Beider, poet and associate 
editor of Sovetish Heymland; David Freishtadt, biblio
grapher; Mikhail Kul, editor of Birobidzhaner Shtern 
since December 1988; Shimen Sandler, Yiddish gram-

Additional Contributions at 
Jewish Affairs Annual Dinner

Nationwide Yiddish Cultural Society 
Founded in Moscow

A new nationwide Yiddish cultural society was 
established in Moscow at a founding meeting held in late 
October 1989 and Aron Vergelis, the long time editor of 
the Yiddish monthly literary journal, Sovetish Heym
land, was elected chairman. A preliminary report of the 
founding meeting of the new All-Union Yiddish Cultural 
and Educational Society was featured on the front page 
of the five-day-a-week Yiddish newspaper, Birobidzh
aner Shtern (Oct. 31, 1989). The report asserted the 
meeting was attended by “representatives of the interna
tional clubs and centers of the Yiddish culture and by 
journalists.”

The use of the term, “international”, (which in 
other accounts is also stated as “internationalist”), the 
presence at the founding session of U. Surovtsev. the 
secretary of the Soviet Writers Union, and the meeting’s 
selection of Aron Vergelis as the new society’s chair
man, indicate that the new organization is aligned with 
the Soviet Communist Party leadership. The newspaper 
account does not mention the existence of other Jewish 
cultural societies in various Soviet cities or of pro-Zion- 
ist or Hebrew language groups. The pro-Zionist groups 
lay much stress on the emigration of Soviet Jews to Is
rael. The new Vergelis-led cultural organization assumes 
the continuity of Jewish communal life in the Soviet Un
ion and urges the promotion of the Yiddish language cul
ture.

marian and teacher of Tirasopol, Moldavia; Hirsh Reles, 
poet and writer of Minsk, Byelorussia; Vladmir Ter- 
letzky, musical composer; Gennadi Estraikh, the secre
tary of the staff of Sovetish Heymland and others.

In their comments the participants noted that 
the newly created organization ought to devote much at
tention to the practical work of consolidating the healthy 
forces of the Jewish population in the country to renew 
our socialist society and to further develop the Soviet 
Yiddish literature and culture. Yiddish needs to be 
broadly promoted and learned. . . .

The proposal to establish the All-Union Yid
dish Cultural and Educational Society was unanimously 
adopted and an executive committee was elected. Aron 
Vergelis was elected the chairman of the Society and 
rules were adopted.

Introductory comment and translation by Sid Resnick.
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scriber at $6 per year.
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Pilgrimage
to Rabbi Shlomo Carlebach

Jana Klenburg
Hungry for Jewish geography 
with needs that time did not forget 
we are filled with longing.
Grandparents, cousins, old blood 
thrusting to our hearts. 
The “Singing Rabbi" leads 
us through land of ancestry 
in merry alchemy.
Even the chairs sang.
The second concert 
Leningrad 
three thousand Jews awakened to their song. 
Suddenly in the audience, 
one candle was lit, 
then ten, twenty 
one hundred suns burst in the night.

Babi Yar 
our longing 
confronted with Jewish massacre

Babi Yar 
its river dried out 
filled with corpses 
sobbing from dusk to dawn. 
With hearts drenched in hope, 
we, wandering Jews 
roam for lost family 
Ladizchino, Berdichev, 
Dubki, Tarasha. . . 
returning only with a brick 
from where the synagogue was, 
or a stone from the cemetery 
that is no more.
Rabbi Shlomo 
desperate with genius 
as if possessed by an earthly angel 
gave Soviet brethren 
with joy of awakening 
the remembrance 
of who they are. 

Dr. Klenburg's poetry has been published in the 
United States and Mexico.
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This "Statement of Principles" of the Jewish Committee 
on the Middle East, first published in February 1988, 
has since appeared in many magazines and newspapers 
including The Nation, The Progressive, The Christian 
Science Monitor and the New York Review of Books. 
The statement has been endorsed by thousands of Ameri
can Jews including faculty at over 125 universities na
tionwide. The JCOME Advisory Committee consists of 
Prof. Yigal Arens (Univ. ofS. Cal.), Prof. Michael As- 
tour (Univ, of III.) Prof. Joel Beinin (Stanford), Rabbi 
Leonard Beerman (L.A., CA), Mark Bruzonsky (former 
Wash, rep., World Jewish Congress, Wash., D.C.), 
Prof. Noam Chomsky (M.I.T.), Prof. Richard Falk 
(Princeton), Prof. Herbert Hill (Univ, of Wise.). Jeremy 
Levin (former CNN Beirut Chief, Wash., D.C.), Prof. 
Zachary Lockman (Harvard), Dr. John Mack (Harvard 
Med. School), Prof. Seymour Melman (Columbia), Dr. 
Eileen Newmark (Intercultural Communications, Cam
bridge, MA), Prof. Don Peretz (State U. of N.Y., Bing
hamton, N.Y.), Rabbi Michael Robinson, Croton-on 
Hudson, N.Y.), Henry Schwarzschild (N.Y., N.Y.), 
Prof. J. David Singer (U. of Mich.) and Richard Walden 
(attorney, L.A., CA).
(Affiliations noted for identification only.)

We are Americans and Jews and we come together 
at this time to publicly express our strong desire to see 
the United States take meaningful steps to dissociate our 
country from the policies of Israel.

For some years we have witnessed Israel increas
ingly deviating from policies we find acceptable and 
from moral values that we hold dear. These devel
opments are not the responsibility of any single party in 
Israel but rather stem, in our judgement, from a tragi
cally misguided approach toward the Arab world in 
which Israel is located, a racialist ideology, and a grow
ing militancy. We can no longer condone or be asso
ciated with such Israeli behavior, nor, do we believe, 
should our country.

In recent years Israel has twisted away from basic 
commitments made in many international agreements in
cluding Camp David; continued to annex territories in
cluding East Jerusalem and the Golan Heights while ex
panding settlements throughout the occupied territories; 
and used its military to bomb and invade neighboring 
countries, at a cost of tens of thousands dead and 
wounded, as well as to assassinate Palestinian leaders.

Furthermore, Israeli policies and attitudes toward 
the Palestinian people have made it evident that only ma
jor changes in Israel’s fundamental posture will alow for

a peaceful political settlement with the Palestinians.
Covert Israeli complicity in arming the Contras, the 

Iranians, and other reactionary regimes, coupled with Is
rael’s employment of American Jews as spies against the 
U.S., further underscore the growing dangers inherent in 
the current U.S.-Israeli relationship. The close identifi
cation in the public mind beretween Israel and Jews —an 
equation vigorously fostered by Israel and the American 
Jewish lobby which is under its control — threatens to 
stigmatize Jews everywhere.

The ongoing acts of killings, beatings, curfews, ex
pulsions, house arrests, collective punishments, home 
demolitions, tax raids, and press censorship — all 
against unarmed Palestinians living in areas Israel hs oc
cupied through military force for 22 years — further 
demonstrate that Israel has become a badly fractured na
tion with many unfortunate similarities to the situation 
that prevails in South Africa.

Our ancestors came to the United States because, as 
a result of their Jewishness, they were discriminated 
against and abused. The European experience culmi
nated in the horrors of the Nazi Holocaust. How tragic 
that in our own time the very State established by Jews in 
the aftermath of this evil has become a place where ra
cialism, religious discrimination, militarism and injus
tice prevail; and that Israel itself has become a pariah 
state within the world community. Events taking place 
today are all too reminiscent of the pogroms from which 
our own forefathers fled two and three generations ago 
— but this time those in authority are Jews and the vic
tims are Moslem and Christian Palestinians.

We believe that Israel’s course could not be main
tained but for the continuing financial, political, military 
and covert support of the U.S. government. And we fear 
that unless firm steps of disengagement from Israel are 
taken soon our country might get dragged into a major 
war for which preparations already appear underway.

For all these reasons we believe the time has come 
to normalize the U.S. relationship with Israel.. A com
plete re-evaluation of what has become since 1967 the 
American sponsorship of Israel is required. We believe 
economic aid should be suspended until Israel agrees to 
self-determination for the Palestinian people along with 
withdrawal from the occupied territories pending mu
tually agreed security guarantees. And we believe that 
military and intelligence assistance should be radically 
reduced to demonstrate American refusal to endorse Is
raeli policies as well as the imperative of insisting upon a 
negotiated peace and an end to the brutal occupation.

(Continued on page 16)
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“Two peoples with one country” could be the title of a 
recent tragic-joyful event in Israel that even a talented 
dramatist could not have imagined. It is not an unusual 
occurrence nowadays to transplant the heart of a dying 
man into the heart of a person whose life depends on it. 
But in the Israeli conditions of Jewish-Arab tension, 
transplanting the heart of an Israeli soldier who was 
killed by a Palestinian into the body of a Palestinian in
habitant of East Jerusalem is a remarkable event that can 
be a symbol of the possibility of Israeli-Arab coexistence 
and cooperation.

“We shall be forever thankful and pray for the life 
of the family of the killed soldier”, declared the family of 
the Palestinian with a “Jewish heart.” Many Arabs par
ticipated in the funeral of this Israeli soldier.

Such things can happen in Israel, even in a time of 
Israeli-Arab tension. Unfortunately, the Israeli rulers — 
and first of all the right-wing Likud leaders — have not 
absorbed the deep changes occurring in the world, where 
efforts are being made to resolve local conflicts, to pre
vent the possibility of an outbreak of another war. In our 
region, too, colossal changes have been taking place. 
The Arab states that boycotted Egypt because it made 
peace with Israel have now reaccepted Egypt into the 
Arab commonwealth. Even the Palestinian leaders have 
established normal relations with Egypt and the extrem
ist Ghadaffi of Lybia has normalized his relations with 
Egypt. And Egypt, the most important Arab state, has 
now concluded a series of agreeements on economic co
operation with Israel.

The Shamir government that rejects every idea of 
negotiations with the Palestinian leaders is actually con
ducting such negotiations through the mediation of the 
Egyptian president and the U.S. administration instead 
of negotiating directly with the Palestinian leadership. A 
few years ago it was unthinkable, that the Arab rulers 
should discuss the question on which basis they should 
negotiate with Israel. Today one speaks in the Arab and 
also in the Palestinian world of a Palestinian state not in 
the place of Israel, but alongside the State of Israel, in 
the territories occupied by Israel since the Six Days War.

Unfortunately, the Labor Alignment leaders are not 
yet prepared to accept the formula of a Palestinian state 
alongside the State of Israel and they refuse to negotiate 
directly with the Palestinian leadership. But something is 
developing. At a time when Abie Nathan has been put in 
jail for speaking with Arafat, other respectable political 
personalities like Liova Eliav, Shulamit Aloni, Hayim

J. Lipski
Tsadok and others have participated in Milan in a meet
ing with Palestinian activists and Mapam representatives 
have taken part in another Israeli-Palestinian peace meet
ing in Switzerland. One of the Palestinian leaders even 
declared in Milan : “I agree to everything that my friend 
(Knesset member) Shulamit Aloni has said here about 
her political strategy that is our policy.” (Al-Hamishmar, 
11/20/89).

It is important to point out that even the U.S. rulers 
and U.S. Jewish public appeal to the Israeli government 
to start negotiations with the Palestinians and call for an 
end to the cruel methods of oppression used against the 
Palestinians who have conducted a two-year struggle 
against the Israeli occupation and for recognition of a 
Palestinian state alongside Israel. Unfortunately, there 
are all kinds of racists in Israel — first of all the architect 
of the Lebanon War. Ariel Sharon — who demand still 
more savage measures of oppression against the Palestin
ian people. The new situation is that the majority of the 
Israeli people already understand that it makes no sense 
to keep one and a half-million Palestinians under an oc
cupation and that one has to end that insane and futile 
fighting that might lead to another war.

The elections in the Histadrut (national labor union) 
took place in this atmosphere. The right-wing Likud 
leaders took political advantage of the heavy economic 
crisis and the fact that the army of unemployed has sur
passed 150,000 people, and that over 500,000 people, 
including 200,000 children, live below the poverty line. 
Likud conducted a widespread demagogical campaign 
against the Histradut leaders of the Labor Alignment. 
They made use of the fact that the leader of the Labor 
Party is the Minister of Finance and they made every 
effort to oust the Labor Alignment from the control of 
the Histadrut executive and the Labor Councils. Likud 
calculated that, after having gained control in 30 munici
palities in the municipal elections, they could take over 
at least 15 Labor Councils, but they were bitterly disap
pointed. They did not succeed in seizing control of even 
a single Labor Council, nor did they strengthen their po
sition in the Histadrut after obtaining 27% of the votes. 
True, this is more than they got in the last elections, but 
not enough to have a decisive voice in the Histadrut.

The camp of the workers parties has reached a deci
sive majority, the Labor Alignment 55%, Mapam 9%, 
Ratz 4% and the joint Jewish-Arab List, including al
most all Arab forces, got over 4%. The Joint List put 
forward a clear program for an Israeli-Palestinian peace
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We honor the memory of
DR. ALEXANDER A. KATZ

possible to stop the bloody Intifada, to prevent another 
war, to secure the existence and the peaceful devel
opment of the State of Israel alongside the Palestinian 
state. Mr. Lipsky is our Israeli correspondent.

lifetime activist for 
a just and peaceful world.

Clara and Meyer Case

and its establishment was an important event. But a cam
paign of nationalist agitation against this list took place 
in the Jewish sector on the grounds that this is a “Palesti
nian Arab list," and in the Arab sector that it is a “Jewish 
list." At the same time, a new Islamic element has ap
peared, taking advantage of the disappointment at the 
failure to achieve peace and thereby gaining considerable 
support. However, the joint Jewish-Arab front continues 
to be an active factor in Israel’s political life.Meanwhile 
another political crisis has arisen inside the Israeli gov
ernment: the issue of the "Rights of Man". The religious 
parties became angry at this draft law for a bill of rights 
that says there can not be discrimination between one 
man or woman and another “for reasons of nationality, 
religion, race and community.” The religious leaders 
fear that they might lose their grip on Israeli citizens 
from birth to death and that this law might lead to a sepa
ration between religion and the state. It is hard to under
stand such a protest on the part of the religious parties 
since Jews protest all over the world against discrimina
tion. So how is it possible not to guarantee human rights 
in Israel?

Despite the difficult economic situation, which is 
exemplified by the crisis of Koor, one of the largest in
dustrial enterprises where 25,000 persons are employed 
and that owes over a billion shekels in debts, and by the 
crisis in agricultural enterprises, including the kibbut
zim, which owe the banks over 10 billion shekels, there 
are still some positive sides of the picture in this country. 
Diplomatic relations have been restored between Hun
gary and Israel, between Ethiopia and Israel and renewed 
diplomatic relations are expected with Poland and with 
the Soviet Union. The economic, cultural, even political 
relations of Israel with these countries have greatly ex
panded. Mutual tourism between Israel and the Soviet 
Union has grown and negotiations are going on regard
ing direct air flights. Many more Jews are arriving here 
from the Soviet Union.

These developments bring problems because very 
few apartments are being built. There is also a shortage 
of jobs. There is a growing public acceptance of the new 
developments in the world, including the Arab and Pal
estinian world, and their readiness to negotiate a peace 
with Israel.

Abandoning the occupied territories, where one and 
a half million Palestinians refuse to live under the occu
pation, is really the vital existential question for Israel. 
Such a peace, with necessary guarantees, would make it 
possible for Israel to dedicate its resources to building 
apartments, to creating work, to supporting industry, ag
riculture (including the kibbutzim that struggle with 
enormous difficulties) and at the same time it would be

Time to Dissociate
(Continued from page 14)

Unfortunately, in recent years much the opposite 
course has been followed by the Reagan and Bush Ad
ministrations, and Israel has practically become a ward 
of the United States.

Consequently we urge an urgent and open debate 
about the serious problems and dangers which have re
sulted from the current structure of U.S.-Israeli rela
tions. Few foreign policy issues arc of such importance 
to our country. And so we call upon our elected public 
officials to resist the widespread inhibitions about speak
ing up about Israel, inhibitions which result from the 
severe financial, political and ideological pressures often 
brought against those who do.

We further believe that the time is overdue for ne
gotiations between the Israeli government and the PLO 
which is beyond doubt the accepted representative for 
the great majority of Palestinians; negotiations that 
should quickly lead to a full recognition of the Palestin
ian State proclaiftied last November by the Palestine Na
tional Council and reasonable security guarantees for all 
parties. In the security guarantees we think our country 
should participate; but no longer in the financing and 
supporting of the kinds of policies Israel has been pursu
ing.

The continual oppression and denial of self-deter
mination for the Palestinians is an injustice which has 
become intolerable not only to those demonstrating for 
their freedom in East Jerusalem, the West Bank, and the 
Gaza Strip; but to many Jews throughout the world as 
well.

The citizens of Israel, of course, will ultimately 
choose their own country’s destiny. But at the very least 
the citizens of the United States should stop financing 
and encouraging policies that are contrary to the prin
ciples and values we hold precious as Americans and 
Jews. 



Mr. Flapan is our Polish correspondent.
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A discordant note has jarred the harmonious re
birth of Polish-Jewish togetherness here. A screech of 
anti-Semitism.

This past decade the nearly one thousand year Jew
ish presence in Poland has been getting an ever higher 
favorable, revived and sympathetic profile. That goes for 
the print and electronic media, the publishing establish
ment, leading figures in academia, socio-political organ
izations and the government. The prevailing view of 
both Poles and Jews is that Polish history is incomplete 
without an unbiased study of the Jewish presence and its 
cultural contributions and, conversely, there is no com
plete Jewish history without a fair and honest assessment 
of all the lights and shadows of Polish life over the centu
ries — at times that of Pol'i' oppres on of others but 
mostly of heroic periods o • tional and 'cial liberation

• intentwinin. >f Polish-Jew- 
nan genocide; occupation of

struggles. The most dram 
ish history was the Nazi ( 
this country in World W<. ' That five and a half year 
nightmare nearly totally ex ninated the Jewish com
munity of three million. It als^ 'punched what was to 
have been the biological annihilation of the 27 million 
Poles. A hallmark of that drama was the Polish-Jewish 
fightback in the anti-Nazi resistance.

The sour note in question, embarrassing for the en
tire left, appeared in the October 2 issue of Gazeta 
Krakowska, the prestigious daily of the Polish United 
Workers Party’s Krakow province organization. It was 
immediately challenged, however, in the Party’s na
tional newspaper Trybuna Ludu by Jerzy Urban, a non
Party independent journalist long associated with those 
who think on their own and are not afraid or ashamed to 
broadcast their thoughts. Back in the 1950’s he was on 
the now defunct muckraking Po Prostu weekly; for 
many years he was one of the luminaries of Polityka, 
another weekly (still around) which has always stepped 
on sensitive toes; in the social, political and economic 
crisis-ridden Poland of the 1980’s he was the sharp-tong
ued press spokesman of the previous Polish United 
Workers Party-led administration. And just before Soli- 
darnosc (Solidarity) took over, he headed the govern
ment radio-TV system for a brief period.

It is absolutely unnacceptable, wrote Urban in Try- 
buna Ludu, that a PUWP paper carry such an article 
signed by a Prof. Dr.Stanislaw Borkacki. Urban ob
serves that not since 1968 has a Party paper opened its

Problems and Progress in Polish Jewish Life
Sol Flapan 

columns to such “nationalist-Catholic anti-Jewish” trash. 
The year 1968 is when a wave of anti-Zionist sentiment 
erupted in Poland in the wake of the Israeli aggression 
against her Arab neighbors. Anti-Zionism was manipu
lated by some into anti-Semitism resulting in personal 
wrongs and triggering an exodus of some twenty thou
sand Jews from Poland.

“What Prof. Dr. (Urban stressed his scholarly sta
tus) Stanislaw Borkacki writes can not be related much 
less summarized. He does battle, generally speaking, 
with Jews for poking their noses into our Polish affairs, 
as well as with the Catholic clergy for its dilatoriness 
instead of defending Christianity, the nation and the 
state.” That refers to a Borkacki outpouring in connec
tion with the Jewish-Catholic dispute over the Carmelite 
convent at the Nazi wartime death camp of Auschwitz in 
southern Poland which is a national (and international) 
shrine to the memory of its four million victims — Poles, 
Jews, Russians, Gypsies and others. Urban then gives an 
overview of Borkacki’s ravings which embrace all the 
anti-Jewish stereotypes from time immemorial: that Jews 
despise “goyim” (gentiles); that they covet usury; that 
they are traitors to the country — the anti-Jewish big lie 
on and on ad nauseum. “In a word, Urban sums up the 
professor: “the Jews are menacing Poland’s sovereign
ty.”

Urban decries this Gazeta Krakowska article as 
“not only crossing the borderline of political discourse, 
but of violating all permissibility,” citing Borkacki’s “a- 
nalogies between Hitler and those Jews who set out to 
evict the Carmelite nuns from Auschwitz.” All that is 
missing in Professor Borkacki’s attack on a Satanic 
Jewry is, according to Jerzy Urban, “a clarion call for the 
Polish people to gather firewood (for lack of oil), ignite 
these twigs in the boilers of Polish warships and then 
dispatch a couple of gunboats to New York and Jerusa
lem (to silence) the rumblings there of the rabbis."

There was another, even more effective, answer to 
Borkacki’s anti-Semitism. As in past years, on the last 
Thursday of September. 52 Poles were awarded the pres
tigious “Righteous Among Nations" medal by Israel for 
risking their own and their families’ lives rescuing Jews 
from Nazi clutches. Hiding or in any way helping Jews 
was punishable by death in Nazi-occupied Poland. These 
latest recognized heroines and heroes swell the ranks of 
some 2,000 Poles already thus honored by Yad Vashem, 
the Israeli Institute of National Remembrance of the Ho
locaust. Poles comprise the largest single national group
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been doing better than well.
According to the War.rmv Voice story, it was only 

after the Polish Minister for Religious Affairs, 
Wladyslaw Lorane, visited Israel and asked the authori
ties there to send a rabbi to Poland that Rabbi Joskowicz 
decided to change his prosperous way of life for that of 
religious leader of a small community. Asked whether he 
hadn’t been afraid of the “Polish anti-Semitism” talked 
so much about in the West, Rabbi Joskowicz is quoted as 
replying “I haven’t met with it in Poland yet. Just the 
opposite. Both the Department for Religious Affairs and 
ordinary people have been very helpful. . . .But anti- 
Semitism is smouldering in every country where there 
are Jews, including Poland. These embers must be extin
guished. All kinds of people can be found among (Po
land’s) forty million. . . .”

The Chief Rabbi also appears as one of the contrib
utors to the Jewish Calendar-Almanac for the year 5750 
which began on Rosh Hashonah, September 30. This 
mini religious-secular history book, almanac and cal
endar is put out annually by the Union of the Mosaic 
Faith in Poland. Writes Rabbi Joskowicz: “May the 
words of our prophet Isaiah come to pass. . .that nation 
shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they 
learn war any more. . . and they shall beat their swords 
into plowshares." And then these meaningful words: “I 
have assumed the office of Chief Rabbi of the Polish 
People’s Republic. I want to express my gratitude to the 
government for the assistance given us so that the Jewish 
community in Poland has its spiritual shepherd.”

on that honor roll.
The non-Jew Lech Wittig of Otwock not far from 

Warsaw, for example, sheltered in his home a Jewish 
family of mother, daughter and son from 1942 to 1944 
when that region was liberated by Soviet and Polish 
troops. To this day the daughter now living in Australia 
is in close contact with her rescuer. Wartime social 
worker Jadwiga Piotrowska is another of the Righteous 
Among Nations. Together with her administrative supe
rior, Jan Dobroczynski, she sheltered no less than 50 
Jewish youngsters. Both managed to get them all "Ar
yan” birth certificates and other essential documents. 
Ms. Piotrowski adopted two of the children as her own 
and has maintained close ties with many of her rescued 
charges to this day.

The Righteous Among Nations certificates and 
medals were presented by Ambassador Mordecai Palzur, 
head of the Israeli Interest Section in Warsaw, while 
General Jozef Kaminski, chairman of Poland’s War and 
Working Class Veterans Association hailed his compa
triots’ patriotism and internationalism. Reporting this 
under an accompanying photo showing a white-haired 
Janina Kwos receiving her award, the Polish armed 
forces daily Zolnierz Wolnosci remarked that the cere
mony “explodes the recent remark by Israeli Prime Min
ister Yitzhak Shamir.” Shamir has been quoted in Israel 
as saying that anti-Semitism was so deeply rooted in Po
land, the country of his birth, that Poles “suck it with 
their mother’s milk.” Shamir and Borkacki are the re
verse sides of the same counterfeit coin of chauvinism 
and racism.

Another reflection of constantly improving Polish- 
Jewish relations here is a recent cover story in Poland’s 
English language weekly The Warsaw Voice. The pa
per’s title page is devoted to a photo of Pinchas Menac
hem Joskowicz, Chief Rabbi of Poland. “After more 
than 40 years there is a rabbi in Poland once more, ex
tending his pastoral care over the religious and cultural 
community of Jews living here,” reports the journal, 
opening a full inside page interview titled "Protecting the 
Roots.”

Rabbi Joskowicz is introduced as having at long last 
returned to his native land after having miraculously sur
vived the Holocaust and post-war wanderings which 
brought him to Jerusalem where he founded a flourishing 
wholesale medicine store. In pre-war Poland young 
Pinchas had a traditional cheder education and later stud
ied at a rabbinical school, a Yeshiva, completing these 
studies in Palestine which he entered illegally in 1947 
when it was still under the British mandate. In view of 
the large number of rabbis living in Israel, he did not 
pursue this calling. He took up a trade instead and had

Kristallnacht Was a Pogrom
The November 1989 issue of the Canadian mag

azine, Outlook, carried the following item that supports 
Jewish Affairs' objection to use of the term Kristallnacht 
made over a year ago:

DID YOU KNOW?
The Organization of Ho

locaust Survivors in West 
Germany are strongly op
posed to the use of the term 
“Kristallnacht" to describe the 
vicious attacks that were per
petrated in Germany and Aus
tria, November 8 and 9, 1938. 
They prefer the more suitable 
title “Nazi pogrom” to de
scribe these horrific events. 
We concur.
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Whitewashing Anti-Semitism
(Continued from page 4)

OUTSTANDING, originil »n. upbeat, 
big: Israeli-Palestinian Peace Ballons, 
5 1 each, 5 for S 3. Also, information on 
participatory poster projects. Artists 
for Mideast Peace. Mitch Kamen, 
144 Moody St., Wallham, MA 02154 
(617)891-4235

problems which threaten our survival now." The com
mitment of American Jewish organizations to diversity, 
and its responses to “testing and strain" will be important 
issues in the coming period, as attacks like Reich’s and 
the shameful Americans For a Safe Israel assault on New 
Jewish Agenda continue. If the Jewish community is to 
survive and prosper, it would do well to heed Dr. Gotts
chalk’s eloquence. 

staff aides were barred from the meeting in an effort to 
prevent leaks. Still, an anonymous source told The 
Washington Times that “questions were raised, answers 
were not provided....We have certain information that 
we have provided to Shamir, but he had no appropriate 
answer.” (WT, 11/17/89).

Further, at a post-Cincinnati meeting with 150 Jew
ish community representatives organized by the Confer
ence of Presidents, Shamir’s call for solidarity from 
American Jews was rebuffed, showing, as the Jewish 
Telegraphic Agency put it, “that unity and consensus 
among American Jewish leaders has become as slippery 
and elusive as among Israeli politicians.” (American Is
raelite, 11/30/89). Henry Siegman, executive director of 
the American Jewish Congress, responded to Shamir by 
noting that the unqualified support he seeks “does not 
exist today,” and that American Jewish organizations are 
divided over the issue of “land for peace.” “The Ameri
can Jewish community inevitably reflects what is hap
pening in Israel itself,” said Rabbi Alexander Schindler, 
president of the Union of American Hebrew Congrega
tions, “The government there is divided on fundamental 
issues; you have that divergence here as well.” The fun
damental question, then, raised both by the General As
sembly and by the outpouring of opposition to Shamir, 
has to do with division within the American Jewish com
munity, and the relationship between that community 
and Israel. As Albert Chemin, executive vice-president 
of NJCRAC put it at the GA, “It’s a new bailgame... 
[which will lead to] a period of testing and strain” during 
the next few years. Chemin argued that American Jewish 
leaders “will be challenged more and more” by friends, 
board members, Israelis and “even our own children."

In an important appeal to the General Assembly, 
Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion pres
ident Dr. Alfred Gottschalk called on American Jews to 
“listen to each other...Let us devise a platform of unity 
on those matters on which we agree, and agree to differ 
where we cannot.” In an important call for recognition of 
Jewish-American diversity and pluralism, Gottschalk 
said “there has never been only one type of Judaism in 
existence. There have been, often coexisting with one 
another...many variations of the Jewish theme....There 
have always been, at some point in our history, the 
equivalents of Reform, Orthodox, Conservative, Recon
structions, Halachists and secularists, Zionists and anti
Zionists.” Gottschalk urged “a level of tolerance which 
will allow all Jews to seek, and find,...a way of life. We 
need to celebrate the very diversity which has been our 
salvation in times of persecution, as we seek to solve the

was given an honorary degree by Yeshiva University 
and, according to the N. Y. Times “addressed about 1,200 
Jewish survivors of the Holocaust and their families 
. . .at the fifth annual Remembrance Award Dinner 
sponsored by the Israel Bond Organization." At both 
events, the vice-president “called for the Soviet Union to 
help the United States and Israel persuade the United Na
tions General Assembly to rescind its resolution equating 
Zionism with racism.” This man, whose election cam
paign officials included Nazi-sympathizing anti-Semites 
and "possible war criminals" and whose Republican Na
tional Committee has no comment on their latest 
whitewash, was honored by a major Jewish educational 
institution and respectfully listened to by an audience of 
Holocaust survivors because he defends the good name 
of Zionism and helps raise money for Israel! Has there 
ever been a clearer example of how primary concern 
with Zionism and Israel diverts U.S. Jews from their re
sponsibilities to the American Jewish community?
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Dr, Horne chairs the Department of Black Studies at the 
University of California at Santa Barbara.

Jews, Nov./Dec., pp. 15. 20-21.
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Women's Rights. March/April, pp. 12-13.

ground,New York: Free Press, 1989, 419pp.

With the coming of the Reagan-Bush Administra
tion, there has flourished simultaneously a violence- 
prone fascistic ultra-right wing.

The authors.both reporters for the Rocky Mountain 
News in Denver, have followed this unfolding story care
fully. They were on the scene when controversial talk 
show host Alan Berg was murdered by some of these 
elements; Berg’s death was ignited in part by his fierce 
opposition to anti-Semitism. They have expanded upon 
their investigation into this crime and have produced a 
chilling expose that deserves wider attention.

The major focus is on the so-called Silent Brother
hood, which was catapulted into prominence when it 
robbed a Brinks truck of $3.8 million dollars and began 
doling out these funds to fellow fascists in an attempt to 
forge a new unity within these circles. The groups which 
received hefty donations were "the National Alliance, 
led by . . .William Pierce; the Carolina Knights of the 
KKK, led by Frazier Glenn Miller; Louis Beam, the for
mer Texas Klan leader; Tom Metzger, leader of the 
White Aryan Resistance in California; Bob Miles and his 
Mountain Kirk; and (Richard) Butler’s Aryan Nations.” 
(p.249).

It is important to stress that this fascist movement 
has not been small. “The Center for Democratic Re
newal, which monitors right-wing organizations from its 
base in Atlanta, estimated in 1988 that there were fifteen 
thousand to twenty-thousand right-wing activists in the 
nation, backed by 150,000 supporters who show up at 
rallies, patriots’ group meetings and church services" 
(p.8). The Silent Brotherhood and Aryan Nations in par
ticular had a particular hateful animus toward the Jewish 
community. “To be an Aryan warrior, racist literature 
contended, one had to amass fractions of points amount
ing to one, and (killing) a Jew was a sixth of a point" 
(p.200).

Affirmative action was another target of their bile. 
One recruit to their ranks "blamed his inability to hold a 
job in the (San Francisco) Bay Area on the large influx of 
minorities, particularly Asians, and affirmative action 
programs" (p.217).

Not surprisingly, the mass media have played a 
role in this process. For various reasons they have down
played or ignored the growth of these fascists. More di
rect is their complicity in assisting their development. 
When a Brotherhood leader concocted the idea of rob
bing pimps for seed money for their organizing, "all they 
knew about how a pimp or dope dealer looked was what

Book Review
Kevin Flynn and Gary Gerhardt, The Silent Brotherhood: Inside America’s Racist Under

Gerald Horne 
they had seen on television. Lost in their stereotypes, 
they sought black men who they felt resembled Superfly. 
Bob would target a Cadillac piloted through downtown 
by a flashily dressed black and follow it” (p. 101. An es
sential part of the political education of their troops was 
watching Charles Bronson’s racist film Death Wish II.

It is striking that these groups have surged in areas 
where there arc relatively small Jewish and Black com
munities, i.e. the Pacific Northwest. The import of this 
needs to be considered carefully by all progressive 
forces.

Though the book is rather non-linear and confusing 
in the beginning and the authors are a bit too novelistic in 
their descriptions, this work gathers strength and cli
maxes powerfully with a bloody shootout with the au
thorities that leaves many of their leaders dead. But their 
death does not mean the death of fascist tendencies in the 
U.S. The womb is still fertile. . . .
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